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THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  COUNTY 
PALATINE  OF  DURHAM. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
H e a lt  h Com  mitt  e e. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my 
report  on  the  health  of  the  administrative  county  during 
the  year  1892,  based  upon  the  annual  reports  of  the 
local  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  I have  followed 
the  arrangement  of  last  year,  and  have  made 
a separate  Summary  of  each  report.  This  course, 
while  involving  a certain  amount  of  repetition, 
has  the  great  advantage  of  permitting  easy  reference 
to  the  prominent  features,  statistical  and  sanitary,  of 
each  district,  and  also  facilitates  comparison  with 
reports  of  previous  years  and  of  other  districts. 
Appended  to  the  summary  are  statistical  tables  of 
sickness  and  mortality  both  for  the  countv  and  for 
each  sanitary  district.  The  report  also  contains  this 
year  a map  of  the  county  showing  the  sanitary 
districts  in  which  the  Notification  Act  has  been 
adopted,  and  a tabular  statement  of  the  work  done  by 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances  in  the  different  districts. 

Annual  reports  have  been  received  from  every 
sanitary  district  with  the  exception  of  Seaham 
Harbour,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  that 
Urban  District  does  not  present  any  such  report  to  his 
Authority,  though  required  to  do  so  by  the  orders  of  the 
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Local  Government  Board.  Special  reports,  mostly 
dealing  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  have  also 
been  received  from  several  districts  during  the  year, 
but  many  special  reports  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
to  their  sanitary  authorities  have  not  been  forwarded 
to  the  County  Council.  It  appears  to  be  frequently 
overlooked  that  a copy  of  every  special  report 
presented  by  them  to  the  local  sanitary  authority, 
whether  dealing  with  infectious  disease,  hous- 
ing of  the  working  classes,  or  other  matters 
is  required  by  an  order  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  dated  March,  1891,  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  County  Council  as  well  as  to  that  Board,  and 
the  fact  that  no  part  of  his  salary  is  paid  by  the  County 
Council  does  not  relieve  in  any  way  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  from  that  obligation. 

1 he  reports  for  1892  generally  compare 
favourably  with  those  of  previous  years,  and  greater 
care  has  evidently  been  given  in  the  majority  of 
instances  both  to  the  preparation  of  the  report  and  to 
the  arrangements  of  its  details.  This  probably,  in 
some  measure,  results  from  the  fact  that  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  reports  are  now  printed,  the  request  of 
the  County  Health  Committee  that  this  should  be  done 
having  been  in  many  instances  acceded  to.  Last  year 
only  25  of  the  51  reports  were  printed,  but  of  the  52 
1 epoi  ts  for  1892  42  are  printed.  I he  following 
Sanitary  Authorities,  however,  omitted  to  print  their 
Medical  Officer’s  reports  for  last  year  : - 


Blaydon. 

Houghton-le-Spring. 

Ryton. 

Southwick. 

Whickham. 
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Rural. 

^ Houghton-le-Spring 
(2  reports). 


Sedgefield. 

Teesdale  (2  reports). 


There  is  still  a want  of  uniformity  in  the 
reports,  and  especially  with  regard  to  the  calculation 
of  the  vital  statistics.  In  some  the  statistics 
are  calculated  on  the  census  population,  1891  ; in 
others,  on  the  estimated  population,  1892  In  some 
cases  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  but 
occurring  without  it  or  in  public  institutions,  are  in- 
cluded in  the  calculation  of  the  death-rate,  but  more 
frequently  this  is  not  done.  In  the  calculation  of  the 
zymotic  death-rate,  the  deaths  from  other  diseases  than 
the  seven  principal  zymotics  are  sometimes  included, 
while  in  some  reports  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  zymotic-rate.  These  differences  inter- 
fere with  the  accurate  comparison  of  the  statistics  of 
different  districts,  besides  rendering  the  work  of  cal- 
culating those  lor  the  administrative  county  more 
difficult,  and  it  is  certainly  desirable  that  a uniform  and 
recognized  system  of  preparing  the  vital  statistics 
should  be  employed.  During  1892  a large  amount 
of  useful  sanitary  work  was  carried  out  in  many 
parts  of  the  county,  though,  owing  to  the 
disastrous  miners’  strike,  sanitary  improvements  were 
much  delayed  in  some  districts,  while  the  privations 
and  insanitary  conditions  (especially  connected  with 
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Welter  supply  unci  filth  accumulations),  directly  resulting 
from  the  strike,  were  responsible  for  the  outbreak  and 
propagation  of  disease  in  Imany  instances.  But  while 
many  local  authorities  in  the  county  are  conscientiously 
endeavouring  to  meet  the  sanitary  needs  of  then 
districts,  and  greater  attention  is  constantly  being 
given  to  questions  affecting  the  public  health,  I regret 
to  say  that  there  are  some  authorities  who  do  not 
appear  to  recognize  their  responsibilities  in  these 
matters,  and  who  altogether  neglect  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  sanitary  acts,  or  even  their  own  bye- 
laws. The  sanitary  condition  of  many  parts  of  the 
county,  urban  districts  as  well  as  pit  villages,  is  most 
deplorable,  and  conditions  favourable  to  the  production 
and  spread  of  disease  are  everywhere  apparent. 
Many  of  the  reports  refer  to  such  matters  as  polluted 
water  supplies,  defective  drainage,  insanitary  middens, 
overcrowded  and  unhealthy  houses,  absence  of  hospital 
accommodation  and  of  the  means  of  coping  with 
infectious  disease,  and  from  my  own  visits  of  inspec- 
tion to  different  districts  l have  learnt  that  some  or  all 
of  these  conditions  commonly  exist.  Cases  of  Small- 
pox  are  constantly  occurring  in  different  parts  of  the 
county,  and  it  is  probable,  if  not  certain,  that  there 
will  be  a recrudescence  of  the  Cholera  epidemic  on  the 
Continent  during  this  summer.  During  1891  the  pre- 
cautions adopted  by  our  Port  Sanitary  Authorities 
were  effective  in  preventing  an  outbreak  of  this  disease 
among  us,  but  it  unfortunately  does  not  follow  that  they7 
will  be  successful  a second  time,  especially  if  the 


Cholera  is  more  widely  distributed  throughout  Europe. 
With  such  foul  diseases  threatening,  further  neglect  of 
the  public  health  by  our  sanitary  authorities  is  un- 
pardonable, and  no  effort  should  be  spared  to  procure, 
not  only  in  this  county,  but  throughout  the  country, 
pure  air,  pure  water,  good  drainage,  and  efficient 
hospital  accommodation. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  insecurity  of  tenure 
of  the  appointment  of  Medical  Officers  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors  adds  to  the  efficiency  of  sanitary  administra- 
tion. As  a rule,  the  appointment  is  a yearly  one, 
terminable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  local  sanitary 
authority,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  conscientious 
and  thorough  discharge  of  his  duties  may,  in  some 
districts,  render  the  sanitary  official  unpopular,  and 
endanger  his  re-election.  The  County  Council  con- 
tributes to  the  salary  of  the  Medical  Officer  and 
Inspector  in  many  instances,  and  it  is  not  only  desirable 
but  also  just  that  such  officers  should  not  be  liable  to 
dismissal  without  the  consent  of  the  County  Council  or 
the  Local  Government  Board.  In  many  districts  the 
salary  paid,  especially  to  the  Medical  Officer,  is  grossly 
inadequate  for  the  duties  required  of  and  performed  by 
by  him.  A yearly  salary  of  £ 1 5 15s.  for  attending  to 
the  health  and  sanitary  requirements  of  an  urban 
district  of  10,000  persons,  or  of  £25  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  a muncipal  borough  of  15,000 
people  can  hardly  be  considered  proper  remuneration 
for  the  services  of  a skilled  professional  man,  and  the 
offer  of  such  salaries  would  seem  to  imply  either  an 
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ignorance  of  the  extent  of  the  duties  devolving  on  such 

o 

an  officer,  or  elsea  desire  that  the  work  done  by  him 
should  be  directly  proportional  to  the  amount  paid  for 
his  services. 

Sanitary  Districts. 

During  1891,  part  of  the  Lanchester  Rural 
Sanitary  district  was  formed  into  the  Stanley  Urban 
district,  so  that  at  present  the  administrative  county 
is  divided  into  26  urban  and  14  rural  sanitary 
districts,  with  2 Port  Sanitary  districts.  A petition 
was  presented  to  the  County  Council  asking  that 
Annfield  Plain  should  be  formed  into  a Local  Board 
district,  but  after  careful  enquiry  it  was  not  considered 
desirable  that  a change  should  be  made,  especially  as 
the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  had  undertaken  to  im- 
prove the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  by  carrying 
out  schemes  of  sewerage,  lighting,  etc. 

Population . 

The  population  of  the  administrative  county 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  1892  was  733,945,  an 
increase  of  12,559  over  the  census  population  of  1891. 
The  estimated  population  of  the  26  urban  districts  is 
373,923,  and  of  the  14  rural  districts  360,022. 

Births. 

Of  the  27,112  registered  in  the  administrative 
portion  of  the  county  during  1892,  13,516  occurred  in 
the  urban  and  13,59b  in  the  rural  districts,  the  birth- 
rate per  1,000  population  being  36*1  in  the  former  and 
37 ’7  in  the  latter,  while  for  the  whole  county  it  was 
36-9.  The  birth-ratq  both  in  the  urban  and  rural 


parts  of  the  county  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales.  The  highest  rates 
occurred  in  Houghton-le-Spring  (43*2),  and  Felling 
(42*8),  and  in  the  southern  division  of  the  Houghton 
rural  district  (43*1),  while  the  lowest  rates  were  in 
Stanhope  (27*3),  and  in  St.  John’s  portion  of  Weardale 
rural  district  (227). 

Deaths. 

The  13,570  deaths  recorded  were  equal  to  an 
annual  death-rate  ol  18 ’4  per  1,000,  the  rate  for  the 
urban  districts  being  18*4,  and  for  the  rural  portion 
of  the  county  18*5.  The  county  death-rate  is  slightly 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  19*0.  The 
highest  rates  recorded  were  23^97  per  1,000  in  Seaham 
Harbour,  and  2 1 '5  in  Hebburn,  Felling,  and  South- 
wick,  among  the  urban  districts,  while  by  far  the 
highest  rates  in  the  rural  districts  were  2 3 * [ (Easington) 
and  23*0  (Durham,  Eastern  district).  The  most  healthy 
urban  districts,  according  to  death-rate,  were  Ryton 
(13*3)  and  Darlington  borough  ( 1 5*0)  ; and  of  rural 
districts  Darlington  (13*5)  and  Stockton  (15*8)  have  the 
lowest  death-rates. 

Infant  Mortality . 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
was  in  the  proportion  of  1 54  per  1,000  births  registered. 
In  the  urban  parts  the  rate  was  152,  and  in.  the  rural 
districts  156,  while  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  147. 
The  lowest  rates  were  75  in  Weardale  (Wolsingham), 
80  in  Stanhope,  and  116  in  Darlington  rural  district, 
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while  it  was  very  high  in  Houghton-lq-Spring  ( 194). 
Spennymoor  ( 185),  and  Durham  rural  (eastern  district) 
(186).  In  no  district,  however,  did  the  infant  mortality 
exceed  200  per  1,000  births,  and  the  rate  shows  a con- 
siderable improvement  over  1891,  the  result,  no  doubt, 
of  the  cold  summer,  which  favourably  influenced  the 
mortality  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea.  Improper  feeding, 
carelessness,  neglect,  and  insanitary  surroundings  are 
all  concerned  in  producing  the  great  mortality  among 
children,  and  I have  noticed  that  in  those  districts 
where  unqualified  medical  practice  is  extensively  carried 
on  the  infant  mortality  is  generally  very  great. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

1,719  deaths  were  registered  from  the  seven 
chief  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  the  Small-pox,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  “ Fever,”  Measles,  Whooping- 
Cough,  and  Diarrhoea.  P or  the  whole  county  the 
zymotic  death-rate  was  2-34,  while  in  the  urban 
districts  it  averaged  2*55  and  in  the  rural  districts  2’ 12. 
I he  rate  lor  Pmgland  and  W ales  was  1 '90  per  1,000. 
The  rate  was  below  1 *o  per  1,000  in  Stanhope  (-5), 
Ryton  (-8),  Barnard  Castle  ('69),  and  in  the  Darlington 
rural  district  (‘95),  while  it  was  excessively  high  in 

Hebburn  (5-0),  Consett  (4-8),  Seaham  Harbour  (4-4), 

and  Southwick  (4*1),  and  in  the  rural  districts  of 
Houghton-le-Spring  (northern  division)  and  Easington 
(4*3  anA  3‘&b  respectively). 
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IX. 


Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Administrative 

County. 

England 
and  Wales. 

Birth-rate 

36-1 

37-7 

36-9 

' 

30-7 

Death-rate 

18-4 

18-5 

18-4 

19-0 

Zvmotic -rate 
«/ 

2-55 

2-12 

2-34 

1-90 

Infant  Mortality -rate  . . 

152 

156 

154 

147 

Small-pox 

0-005 

0*005 

0-005 

0-014 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-14 

0-20 

0-17 

0-18 

Diphtheria 

0-30 

0-40 

0-35 

0-19 

“ Fever,"  (Enteric,  Con- 
tinued ) 

0-17 

0-20 

0-19 

0-14 

Measles  . . 

0-98 

0*61 

0-80 

0-44 

Whooping  Cough 

0-40 

0-26 

0-33 

0-42 

Diarrhoea 

0-52 

0-40 

0-46 

0-48 

Small-pox. 

Cases  of  this  disease,  which  was  prevalent  all 
through  the  year  in  certain  districts  of  Yorkshire,  made 
their  appearance  during  December,  1892.  The  first 
case  occurred  in  Chester-le-Street  in  November,  and 
was  imported  from  Northallerton.  The  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority  was  entirely  unprepared  to  cope  with  the 
disease,  there  being  no  isolation  hospital,  and  10  more 
cases  were  notified  in  December,  the  majority  of  which 
could  not  be  isolated.  Sporadic  case  of  Small-pox  also 
occurred  in  December  at  West  Hartlepool  (3),  Sedge- 
held  (2),  Durham,  Bishop  Auckland,  Houghton-le- 


Spring,  and  Crawleyside  in  Weardale,  and  except  at 
West  Hartlepool  and  Bishop  Auckland,  there  was  no 
isolation  hospital  for  the  reception  of  the  cases.  The 
county  has  been  very  fortunate  in  escaping  up  to  the 
present  (March.  1893),  an  epidemic  of  this  disease 
considering  what  facilities  it  had  of  spreading 
in  many  of  the  districts  in  which  it  broke  out. 
Efficient  vaccination  is  probably  in  some  measure 
accountable  for  this.  The  disease,  which  has  been 
widely  spread  by  vagrants  and  tramps,  has  appeared 
in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  though  it  may  not 
seriously  increase  in  prevalence  during  this  summer, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  with  the  approach  of  winter 
Small-pox  will  become  epidemic  in  many  districts 
The  necessity  therefore  of  every  sanitary  authority 
providing  its  district  with  the  protection  afforded  by 
notification,  isolation,  and  disinfection,  is  therefore 
obvious. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

129  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease, 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  *17  per  1,000.  The  disease 
was  generally  of  a very  mild  type,  and  in  the  Lan- 
chester  district  the  case  mortality  was  only  1 ' per  cent. 
The  highest  mortality  rates  from  the  disease  were  at 
Spennymoor  (-96),  Felling  (-50),  and  in  the  Stanley 
division  ot  the  Lanchester  rural  district(,68).  In  many  of 
the  sanitary  districts,  even  where  there  is  notification, 
very  little  appears  to  be  done  to  prevent  the  disease  1 
spreading.  The  danger  and  infectious  nature  of  the 
disease  do  not  appear  to  be  generallv  recognized  by  the  I 
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working  classes,  who  in  many  districts,  even  where  hos- 
pital accommodation  is  provided,  strongly  object  to  the 
removal  of  their  children  from  home.  Idle  schools 
were  closed  on  account  of  Scarlet  F'ever  at  Gainford, 
with  very  satisfactory  results. 

Diphtheria . 

1 his  disease  was  responsible  for  261  deaths, 
and  a death-rate  of  0*35  per  1,000.  The  highest  rates 
were  2*8  per  1,000  in  the  Northern  division  of  the 
Houghton-le-Spring  rural  district,  1 '4  at  Consett,  1*35 
in  the  Easington  rural  district,  and  '52  in  Darlington 
rural  district.  The  disease  was  also  prevalent  in  West 
Hartlepool  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Although 
most  fatally  prevalent  in  several  districts,  the  disease 
was  generally  confined  to  the  locality  in  which  it  first 
appeared  and  did  not  spread  to  adjoining  villages,  while 
its  seasonal  prevalence  was  not  marked,  for  it  was 
epidemic  in  some  districts  of  the  county  during  the 
whole  year,  though  chiefly  during  the  first  and  last 
quarters.  Unfortunately  the  original  cause  of  the  out- 
breaks cannot  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  though 
the  disease  was  undoubtedly  spread  by  direct  infection 
from  the  early  cases,  and  especially  through  the  agency 
of  the  Elementary  Schools.  In  no  instance  could  any 
connection  be  traced  between  the  water  or  milk  supply 
and  Diphtheria,  and  though  some  of  the  cases  occurred 
in  damp  and  insanitary  dwellings,  a large  number, 
especially  at  Herrington  and  Newbottle,  in  the 
Houghton  district,  occurred  in  houses  with  the 
sanitary  condition  of  which  no  fault  could  be  found. 
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In  the  Easington  and  Houghton  districts  the 
greatest  indifference  to  precautionary  measures  was 
displayed  by  the  parents,  and  the  disease  was  greatly 
spread  by  the  visiting  of  mothers,  often  with  young 
children,  at  infected  houses,  in  spite  of  constant  warn- 
ings. Even  where  isolation  hospitals  were  provided 
the  parents  would  not  consent  to  the  removal  of  their 
children,  though  house  isolation  was  impossible. 
vSchool  closure  was  resorted  to  at  Newbottle,  Herring- 
ton, Wingate,  Station  Town,  and  Aycliffe,  with 
apparently  good  results,  especially  at  the  last-named 
place. 

Membranous  Croup . 

This  disease,  which,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
is  Diphtheria  under  another  name,  was  most  fatal  at 
Seaham  Harbour,  Blaydon,  and  West  Hartlepool,  and 
in  the  Easington  rural  district.  At  Blaydon,  cold  and 
inclement  weather  was  assigned  as  the  cause  of  the 
disease. 

Enteric  Fever. 

The  death-rate  from  Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever 
was  o 19,  while  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  0*1.4 
The  highest  rates  were  1-27  at  Southwick,  -52  in 
Houghton  rural  (Southern  district),  and  '39  in 
Easington  rural  district.  4 deaths  occurred  in  the 
small  village  of  Middleton  (Teesdale  rural).  The 
prevalence  ol  the  disease  at  Southwick  is  attributed 
to  the  insanitary  state  of  the  district,  and  especially  of 
the  privy  middens.  At  Chester-le-Street  and  Bishop  - 
Auckland  the  water  supply  is  referred  to  in 
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connection  with  this  disease,  while  outbreaks  at 
Easington,  Murton,  and  Seaham  were  caused  by 
drinking  polluted  water.  Besides  polluted  water, 
foul  and  insanitary  midden  privies  and  faults  of 
drainage  were  stated,  in  some  instances,  to  have  been 
factors  in  producing  the  disease. 

Measles. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  and  fatal  in  many 
districts.  The  death-rate  for  the  whole  county  was 
o'8o.  The  highest  rates  were  27  per  1,000  in 
Consett,  2*6  in  Hebburn,  2*4  in  Seaham  Harbour,  and 
27  in  Hartlepool,  while  in  many  other  districts  it  was 
the  chief  factor  of  a high  zymotic  death-rate.  School 
closure  was  carried  out  as  a means  of  preventing  this 
disease  in  many  districts.  At  Whickham,  closing  of 
the  schools  is  stated  to  in  no  way  have  diminished  the 
disease,  while  in  J arrow  and  Hebburn  the  spread  of 
the  disease  appears  to  have  been  temporarily  checked 
by  school  closure,  only  to  break  out  again  on  the 
opening  of  the  schools.  In  Durham  City,  however, 
and  in  some  of  the  rural  districts,  the  closing  of  the 
elementary  schools  appears  to  have  been  most  effective 
not  only  in  checking  but  in  effectually  stamping  out 
the  disease.  The  notification  of  this  disease  has  been 
discontinued  in  Darlington  and  in  Darlington  rural 
district  owing  to  the  expense  incurred,  while  it  is 
recommended  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Jarrow  and 
Durham  City.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  cost 
ol  notifying  Measles  is  very  heavy,  and,  judgingby  the 
experience  of  towns  which  have  given  it  a fair  trial, 
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it  would  appear  that  unless  there  is  compulsory  notifica- 
tion of  the  disease  throughout  the  country  along  with 
compulsory  isolation  of  the  early  cases,  little  benefit 

will  result. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  was  most  fatal  in  J arrow,  Heb- 
burn,  Brandon,  and  Felling,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  Measles,  caused  more  deaths  than  any  other 
infectious  disease.  The  majority  of  the  deaths  from 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  the  result  of  care- 
lessness or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  parents. 

Diarrhoea . 

The  highest  death-rates  from  this  disease  were 

in  West  Hartlepool  and  Bishop  Auckland  (n  per 
* 

1,000),  while  the  mortality  was  considerably  above  the 
average  in  j arrow  and  Chester-le-Street  rural  districts. 
Accumulations  of  decomposing  animal  filth,  and  a 
polluted  soil,  especially  in  warm  weather,  are  the  chief 
causes  of  infantile  or  summer  Diarrhoea,  and  improper 
food  greatly  predisposes  to  the  disease.  Owing  to  the 
cold,  wet  summer,  the  death-rate  was  below  the  average 
both  for  the  county  and  for  England  and  Wales. 
Precautionary  Measures  adopted  against  the  spread  of 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  ( Notification ) Act. — This 
important  Act,  without  which  all  precautionary 
measures  must  be  incomplete,  has  been  adooted  during 
the  year  by  the  low  Law,  Seaham  Harbour,  Stanley 
urban,  and  by  the  South  .Shields  rural  sanitary 
authorities,  and  the  sanitary  authorities  of  Durham 
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City,  Leadgate,  and  Sedgefield  have  since  decided  to 
adopt  the  Act.  At  the  present  time  the  Act  has  been 
adopted  in  29  of  the  sanitary  districts,  with  a total 
population  of  529,349.  13  districts,  with  a population 

of  207,170,  are  however  without  the  protection  afforded 
by  the  Act,  including  such  densely  populated  areas  as 
Felling,  Southwick,  Blaydon  , Bishop  Auckland,  Whick- 
ham,  and  the  Easington  and  Auckland  rural  districts. 
The  average  cost  of  notification  (exclusive  of  Measles) 
in  those  districts  in  which  the  Act  was  in  operation 
during  1892  was  £1.  2s.  7d.  per  1,000  population. 

Hospital  accommodation  has  been  provided 
during  the  year  for  Barnard  Castle  and  Brandon,  while 
the  joint  hospital  at  Leadgate  has  been  enlarged. 
Isolation  hospitals  are  also  in  course  of  erection  for 
Durham  City,  Stockton  (?),  Houghton-le-Spring,  and 
for  the  rural  districts  of  Chester-le-Street  and 
Houghton-le-Spring  (2  hospitals).  A special  hospital 
for  Small-pox  is  being  erected  at  j arrow,  while  a 
disused  school  at  Houghall  has  been  acquired  by  the 
Durham  Rural  Authority  for  a similar  purpose.  All 
these  hospitals  are  constructed  of  wood  and  corrugated 
iron,  and,  while  very  useful  as  temporary  structures  in 
cases  of  emergency,  they  are  far  inferior  to  properly 
constructed  brick  hospitals.  Their  initial  expense, 
however,  deters  individual  sanitary  authorities  from 
erecting  brick  hospitals,  and  the  formation  of  joint 
boards  for  the  building  of  such  hospitals  in  suitable 
positions,  and  receiving  the  co-operation  of  the  County 
Council  or  Local  Government  Board,  appears  to  be 
the  best  solution  of  the  difficulty. 
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Disinfecting  Apparatus  has  been  provided  for 
Brandon,  Houghton-le-Spring,  and  for  the  Sedgefield 
and  Houghton  rural  districts,  but  the  majority  ot  the 
districts  are  without  any  means  of  properly  disinfecting 
bedding  or  clothes  that  have  been  exposed  to  infectious 
disease.  Compulsory  notification  in  conjunction  with 
efficient  means  of  isolation  and  disinfection  is  required 
in  order  to  cope  successfully  with  infectious  disease, 
and  from  this  standpoint,  the  county,  as  a whole, 
cannot  be  considered  to  be  well  equipped. 

Disinfection  of  houses  after  infectious  disease 
should  be  undertaken  by  an  officer  of  the  authority, 
and  not  left  to  the  householders  as  is  frequently  done. 

Water  Supply. 

Generally  speaking,  the  water  supply  through- 
out the  county  is  good,  but  that  supplied  to  Darlington 
and  Stockton  from  the  Tees,  to  Bishop  Auckland  from 
the  Wear,  and  to  Chester-le-Street  from  the  Stanley 
Burn,  is  all  drawn  from  polluted  sources,  and  though 
filtered  prior  to  distribution,  must  be  considered 
dangerous  to  health,  and  may  at  any  time  cause  an 
outbreak  of  disease.  The  water  supplied  to  Houghton  - 
le-Spring  and  to  part  of  the  Houghton  rural  district 
appears  to  be  liable  to  intermittent  pollution  while 
a better  supply  appears  to  be  greatly  needed  at 
Blaydon,  Ryton,  Easington,  and  Middle  Rainton. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

1 his  work  should  be  undertaken  by  the 
sanitary  authority  except  perhaps  in  sparsely  populated 
rural  districts.  I n many  districts  the  work  of  cleansing 
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the  midden  privies  is  left  to  the  occupiers  ol  the  houses, 
with  the  result  that  nuisances  are  constantly  arising 
from  these  receptacles  becoming  too  full  or  being  im- 
perfectly cleaned.  It  is  impossible  for  the  occupiers  to 
undertake  the  work  themselves,  so  that  arrangements 
are  usually  made  with  local  farmers,  who,  as  a rule, 
perform  the  work  inefficiently  and  at  irregular  intervals. 
In  nearly  every  district  where  the  cleansing  of  ashpits 
is  not  at  present  undertaken  by  the  authority,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommends  that  this  should 
be  done. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

From  my  own  experience  I know  that  in  many 

districts,  both  urban  and  rural,  insanitary  dwellings 

exist  in  considerable  numbers,  and  require  to  be  dealt 

with  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 

(1890).  Except  in  one  or  two  districts,  however,  little 

or  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  local  authorities 

«✓ 

under  this  Act.  There  can  be  no  doubt  though  that 
the  enforcement  of  its  provisions  to  any  considerable 
extent  at  the  present  time  would,  in  many  districts, 
inflict  great  hardship  on  those  whom  the  Act  was 
intended  to  benefit,  for  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  houses, 
the  closing  of  a number  of  insanitary  dwellings  would 
have  the  effect  of  causing  overcrowding  in  the  remain- 
ing houses,  or  else  the  tenants  would  be  compelled  to 
leave  the  district  and  loose  their  employment.  A large 
number  of  the  population  of  this  county,  however, 
dwell  among  conditions  in  every  way  inimical  to  health, 
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and  though  improvement  may  be  slow,  no  effort 
should  be  spared  to  compel  owners  of  insanitary 
property  to  provide  more  suitable  houses  for  then 

tenants, 

General  Sanitary  Work. 

At  the  time  of  the  threatened  introduction  of 
cholera  special  precautionary  measures  were  adopted 
both  by  the  port  and  by  many  local  sanitary  authori- 
ties. House-to-house  inspection  was  carried  out  in 
Stockton  rural  district,  while  generally  greater  atten- 
tion was  given  to  the  cleansing  and  disinfection 
of  middens  and  the  flushing  ot  sewers.  Many  of 
the  reports  (Hartlepool,  Darlington,  (arrow.  South 
Shields  rural,  etc.),  refer  to  the  serious  nuisances  con- 
nected with  privy  middens,  and  the  remarks  of  the 
medical  officer  of  health  of  (arrow  with  respect  of  them 
are  not  too  strong.  In  Shildon  and  Hartlepool  auto- 
matic "slop''  or  ‘‘waste'  water  closets  have  been 
tried,  and  in  the  first-named  place  1 understand  they 
are  a great  success.  The  report  of  Dr.  Parsons,*  one 
of  the  Local  Government  medical  inspector’s,  on  this 
form  of  closets  deserves  more  general  consideration 
than  it  appears  to  have  received,  for  1 am  of  opinion 
that  in  urban  districts  with  good  sewers  the  best  forms 
of  slop-water  closets  are  the  most  economical,  most 
suitable,  and  most  sanitary  outdoor  conveniences  that 
can  be  provided  for  the  houses  of  the  working  classes. 


( 1 890), 


'‘Annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
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River  Pollution. 

Very  little  has  been  done  in  this  county  during 
the  past  year  towards  remedying  the  constant  and  fre- 
quently dangerous  pollution  of  our  rivers  and  streams, 
though  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  much  important 
work  has  been  performed.  An  important  local  Act 
giving  increased  powers  towards  preventing  river 
pollution  has  been  obtained  by  the  Mersey  and  Irwell 
Joint  Committee  ; by  which  persons  causing  or  respon- 
sible tor  certain  forms  of  pollution  (solid  matters  and 
sewage)  may  be  proceeded  against  summarily.  A Bill 
on  similar  lines  and  applicable  to  the  whole  country 
has  been  drafted  by  the  County  Councils  Association, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  shortly  become  law. 

Bye-laws. 

Some  districts  are  without  either  building  or 
sanitary  bye-laws  (Chester-le-Street,  Sedgefield,  Wear- 
dale),  while  in  other  districts  (Tow  Law,  Southwick, 
Seaham  Harbour,  and  Auckland  rural)  they  are  out  of 
date  and  practically  useless.  In  some  districts  the  bye- 
laws are  not  properly  enforced  (Spennymoor),  especially 
with  regard  to  the  erection  of  privy  ashpits,  and,  as  a 
result,  these  insanitary  structures  are  perpetuated. 
New  bye-laws  have  come  into  force  during  the  year  in 
Hartlepool  and  in  the  Durham  rural  district.  In  very 
few  districts  is  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order,  1886, 
enforced,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  county  there 
appears  to  be  practically  no  control  exercised  over 
cowsheds,  dairies,  or  slaughter-houses. 
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Work  of  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Appended  to  the  report  is  a return  of  the 
work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  department 
of  the  different  districts  The  request  of  the  County 
Health  Committee  that  it  should  be  supplied  with 
such  a return  has  been  generally  courteously  complied 
with,  but  the  Durham  City  and  South  Shields  Rural 
Authorities  refused  to  allow  their  inspector  to  supply 
information,  and  no  return  has  been  received  from 
Barnard  Castle,  Ryton,  Southwick,  or  Bishop  Auckland. 
The  return  for  last  year  cannot  be  considered  complete, 
as  some  inspectors  had  not  kept  their  books  in  such  a 
way  that  they  could  be  summarized  as  required  by  the 
return,  but  as  a similar  form  of  return  has  been 
adopted  by  the  County  Councils  of  Warwick,  Stafford, 
and  Derby,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  for  this  year  sanitary 
inspectors  will  record  their  work  that  it  may  be 
summarized  for  this  return. 

Instruction  in  Sanitary  Science. 

In  my  visits  of  inspections  to  different  parts  of 
the  county  1 have  been  frequently  struck  by  the 
ignorance  displayed  by  parents,  and  especially  by 
mothers,  with  regards  to  even  the  most  elementary 
rules  of  public  health  and  domestic  hygiene.  While 
undoubtedly  much  disease  arises  in  connection  with 
insanitary  conditions  to  which  the  working  classes  are 
exposed,  and  over  which  they  have  little  or  no  control, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  great  mortality  among  young 
children  largely  results  from  carelessness  and  from  want 
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of  knowledge  of  the  domestic  conditions  necessary  for 
healthy  life.  Young  children  are  frequently  fed  on 
substance  entirely  unsuited  to  their  requirements,  are 
improperly  clothed,  and  are  often  alternately  kept  in 
stuffy,  warm  rooms  and  exposed  to  cold  and  wet.  If 
only  the  fatalism  of  parents  with  regard  to  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  and  other  infectious  diseases  could 
be  dispelled,  much  sickness  and  many  deaths  would  be 
prevented,  while  a better  knowledge  of  the  treatment  of 
children  suffering  from  these  diseases  would  be  the 
means  of  saving  many  valuable  lives. 

I would  strongly  recommend  to  the  Technical 
Education  Committee  of  the  County  Council  the 
desirability  of  instituting  or  of  supporting  a course  of 
popular  lectures  in  the  county  on  public  and  domestic 
hygiene,  and  I feel  sure  that  such  lectures  would  be 
well  attended,  and  be  the  means  of  disseminating  much 
useful  knowledge. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  my  best 
thanks  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  throughout 
the  county  for  the  assistance  which  1 have  received 
from  them  in  my  work,  and  for  their  courtesy  in 
supplying  me  with  much  valuable  information,  of  which 
the  monthly  returns  of  infectious  disease  is  not  the 
least  useful.  I have  also  received  valuable  assistance 
from  many  of  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  whom  I 
desire  to  thank. 

Throughout  this  summary  and  in  the  tables  at 
the  end  of  the  report,  the  vital  statistics,  with  the 
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exception  of  the  rate  of  infant  mortality,  are  calculated 
per  r,ooo  population.  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is 
the  proportion  of  children  dying  under  one  year  of  age 
to  every  1,000  births  registered. 

T.  EUSTACE  HILL, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March , iSgj. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 
BOROUGHS. 

DARLINGTON. 

James  Lawrence,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

38,500  307  15-0  1*4  132 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*2;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  1 '9.  These  rates  compare  very  favourably  with 
those  for  1891. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

270  cases  were  notified,  as  against  1,751  in 
1891,  when  Measles  were  also  required  to  be  notified. 
Of  these  128  were  Scarlet  Fever,  and  there  were  53 
cases  of  Measles  reported  up  to  the  end  of  February, 
when  notification  of  this  disease  was  discontinued. 
There  were  9 deaths  from  Puerperal  Fever,  though  only 
5 cases  were  reported  as  required  by  the  Notification 
Act.  The  medical  men  in  attendance  on  the  cases  not 
reported  were  written  to  by  the  Town  Clerk  for  an 
explanation,  but  with  $'hat  result  is  not  stated. 
Diphtheria  caused  3 deaths,  Membranous  Croup  3, 
Enteric  Fever  2,  and  Diarrhoea  22. 

74  cases  were  treated  in  the  Borough  Fever 
Hospital.  All  notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are 
visited,  and  precautions  taken  to  prevent  their  spread. 

General  Sanitation. 

Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  in 
company  with  the  Inspector,  who  has  received  instruc- 
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tions  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  when 
necessary.  The  work  of  paving  the  back  streets  has 
been  rapidly  pushed  on,  and  “ adds  greatly  to  the 
comfort  and  appearance  of  the  town,”  and  the  necessity 
of  improving  the  privies  and  ashpits  has  received  the 
attention  of  the  Health  Committee.  The  water  supply 
drawn  from  the  Tees  does  not  appear  to  have  affected 
the  health  of  the  town  during  1892.  Three  well  waters 
were  analysed  and  found  polluted,  and  were  ordered 
to  be  cleaned  out.  From  my  experience,  very  little 
benefit  results  from  cleansing  polluted  wells,  and  it  is 
much  safer  to  permanently  close  them. 

Common  lodging-houses,  bakehouses,  work- 
shops, milkshops,  and  slaughter-houses  are  stated  to 
have  been  regularly  inspected.  The  cleanliness  and 
ventilation  of  cowsheds  are  insisted  upon,  and  over- 
crowding in  them  has  been  lessened.  One  prosecution 
was  successfully  instituted  against  a vendor  of  unsound 
food.  Of  10  samples  mentioned  as  having  been 
analysed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  5 were 
adulterated,  and  small  fines  were  inflicted  upon  the 
offenders. 

-# 

Sanita ry  Requ irements. 

None  mentioned,  but  from  the  reports  of 
previous  years  it  appears  that  many  of  the  privy-middens 
in  the  town  are  of  bad  construction,  and  generally  in- 
sanitary. 1 he  abolition  of  these  structures,  which, 
wherever  they  exist,  are  a fruitful  source  of  disease, 
should  be  carried  out  as  speedily  as  possible. 
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HARTLEPOOL. 

J.  Rawlings,  M.R.C.S.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

21,250  37*8  18  3*1  169 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*2;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3 '8.  Death-rate  slightly  higher  than  in  1891. 

Infections  Diseases. 

The  high  Zymotic  death-rate  is  the  result  of  a 
fatal  epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year  (48  deaths).  Whooping  Cough  caused  9 
deaths,  but  no  other  infectious  disease  was  prevalent. 
No  death  was  registered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  only 
one  each  from  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  48 
cases  were  reported  under  the  Notification  Act — a 
very  small  number — and  two  patients  were  removed  to 
the  Fever  Hospital. 

Special  precautions  were  taken  by  the  sanitary 
officials  against  an  introduction  of  Cholera,  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  urges  that  they  shall  be  in 
no  way  relaxed  during  the  present  year,  as  a re- 
appearance of  the  disease  is  very  likely. 

General  Sanitation. 

Thirty-seven  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit 
for  habitation,  35  of  which  were  still  closed  at  the  end 
of  the  year  ; two  cellar  dwellings  were  also  closed. 
38  ashpits  have  been  abolished,  and  51  privies  replaced 
by  water-closets.  57  samples  were  submitted  for 
analysis  under  the  F'ood  and  Drugs  Act,  all  of  which 
were  returned  as  genuine.  Several  consignments  of 
fish  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 
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Sanitary  Requ irements . 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommends 

(1)  the  provision  of  a suitable  Infectious  Hospital; 

(2)  that  all  privies  and  ashpits  should  be  abolished  ; 

(3)  that  the  insanitary  area  between  Wells  Street  and 
Frances  Street,  as  well  as  many  of  the  courts  and 
passages  leading  off  the  High  Street,  should  be  dealt 
with  by  a comprehensive  scheme  of  re-construction, 
as  “much  of  the  property  is  in  sucffia  condition  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.’’ 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  shows 
that  much  good  work  has  been  done.  A number 
of  the  poorer  families  in  the  town  were  provided 
with  lime  and  brushes,  free  of  cost,  for  the  purpose 
of  cleansing  and  whitewashing  the  passages  and  yards, 
a practice  which  must  be  attended  writh  good  results, 
and  which  the  Inspector  recommends  should  be 
continued. 


J ARROW. 

G.  YV . Weir,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

l%92-  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-Rate.  Mortality-rate. 

34.500  357  i9'0  3*^2  153 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*4;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3 4.  I he  birth-rate  is  the  lowest  on  record,  and 
the  general  death-rate  and  infant  mortality-rate  are 
both  below  the  average,  but  the  Zymotic  death-rate  is 
very  high,  owing  to  the  fatal  prevalence  of  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  and  Diarrhoea.  Dr.  Weir  points 


out  that  according  to  the  last  census  there  was  an 
excess  of  2,000  males  over  females  in  J arrow,  which  is 
exceptional,  and  no  doubt  to  be  accounted  for  by 
manufacturing  activity.  The  most  unhealthy  part  of 
the  town  appeared  to  be  the  North  Ward,  which,  writh 
a population  of  5,668  had  a death-rate  and  zymotic- 
rate  of  2 5 *9  and  67  respectively. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

1,590  cases  were  notified  under  the  Act,  of 
which  Measles  comprised  no  fewer  than  1,196.  Last 
year  651  cases  were  notified,  of  which  502  were  of 
Measles.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  points  out 
that  the  notification  of  Measles  has  not  apparently 
reduced  the  mortality  from  this  disease,  which  for  two 
years  has  been  very  prevalent.  This  he  attributes  to 
the  fact  that  compulsory  notification  of  Measles  is  not 
insisted  on  in  adjoining  districts,  so  that  every 
facility  exists  for  its  introduction  into  Jarrow,  but  he 
recommends  that  Measles  should  be  made  compulsorily 
notifiable  throughout  the  country,  when  the  advantages 
of  notification  as  a means  of  preventing  the  disease 
would  at  once  become  apparent.  The  disease  was 
epidemic  from  May  to  November,  and  caused  48  deaths. 
Scarlet  Fever  wTas  also  epidemic  in  the  autumn, 
and  was  responsible  for  6 deaths.  50  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  not 
a single  death  occurred  among  those  so  removed. 
Of  the  other  deaths  Whooping  Cough  caused  32  deaths 
(of  which  30  occurred  during  the  first  two  months  of 
the  year),  Diphtheria  7,  Diarrhoea  30,  and  Enteric 


Fever  9.  Dr.  Weir  specially  refers  to  the  filthy  privy 
middens  as  a cause  of  disease,  and  especially  of  Diph- 
theria, Diarrhoea,  and  Enteric  Fever,  and  with  regard 
to  the  last-named  disease  I cannot  do  better  than 
quote  his  words.  “No  one  can  doubt  that  the  first 
“ cases  arise  in  connection  with  the  privy  middens,  and 
“it  is  not  necessary  to  have  one  of  these  in  a particular 
“ backyard  to  generate  the  disease  ; a neighbours  will 
“be  quite  sufficient,  or  even  one  in  the  same  street,  so 
“ that  persons  in  a street  are  not  protected  till  the 
“last  one  of  these  foul  pests  is  extirpated.  Any 
“ property  owner  who  allows  these  pestilential  deposits 
“ to  pollute  the  air  of  our  town,  after  the  repeated 
“ warnings  that  have  been  given,  incurs  a grave 
“ responsibility,  and  cannot  be  considered  blameless  in 
“ the  causation  of  the  deaths  and  prolonged  illness 
“ of  so  many  of  his  fellow  citizens.'’ 

155  cases  were  removed  to  the  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  no  death  occurred  therein. 
During  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  resources 
of  the  hospital  were  severely  taxed.  A corrugated 
iron  hospital  ( 1 2 beds),  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
Small-pox,  is  about  to  be  erected  close  to  the  present 
hospital.  Dr.  Weir  again  points  out  the  “ urgent 
necessity  of  at  once  providing  a proper  Steam 
Disinfecting  Apparatus.  Disinfection  after  infectious 
disease  is  carried  out  as  far  as  possible. 

General  Sanitation . 

12  houses  at  Quay  Corner  were  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  others  in  the  neighbourhood 
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are  stated  to  be  in  a bad  sanitary  condition.  Dr. 
Weir  calls  attention  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  some 
buildings  on  “ Pit  Heap,”  which  he  recommends 
should  be  abolished.  The  disposal  at  sea  of  house 
and  other  refuse  is  recommended,  and  it  is  stated  that 
nuisances  frequently  arise  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
posal of  the  offal,  etc.,  from  butchers1  shops.  165 
privy  middens  have  been  abolished  during  the  year 
and  replaced  by  more  sanitary  conveniences.  Under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  25  samples  were  taken,  and 
2 proved  to  be  adulterated.  Prosecutions  were  success- 
fully instituted  in  each  case.  A large  number  of  the 
factories  and  workshops  have  been  inspected,  and  a 
complaint  was  received  as  to  their  insanitary  condition 
from  the  Home  Office.  Limewashing  and  cleansing 
have  been  ordered  where  necessary,  but  the  Inspector 
stated  that  he  saw  no  reason  for  special  complaint. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to  sanitary  requirements  at 
the  time  of  the  threatened  introduction  of  Cholera. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

(1)  A Steam  Disinfecting  Apparatus  is  urgently 
needed  for  this  large  and  populous  district  ; (2)  the 
insanitary  property  on  “ Pit  Heap  ” and  near  Quay 
Corner  should  either  be  improved  or  dealt  with  under 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL. 

S.  Gourley,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Population  Infant 

(census  1891).  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

42,476  38'8#  i6*8#  2*i#  132 


* The  vital  statistics  are  calculated  on  the  census  population  1S91, 
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Phthisis  death-rate,  i*2  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3*6.  The  general  death-rate  and  Infant  Mortality- 
rate  are  both  low  and  below  the  rates  for  1891. 

I nfectio  us  IJ  is  eases. 

189  cases  were  reported  under  the  Notification 
Act  as  against  98  during  18 91.  Two  outbreaks  of 
Small-pox  occurred,  one  in  June  and  the  other  in 
December.  In  the  first  instance  the  disease  appears 
to  have  been  imported  from  abroad,  in  the  other  it 
was  introduced  from  Northallerton.  In  all  8 cases 
were  reported.  Scarlet  Fever  was  the  most  prevalent 
notifiable  disease  (117  cases).  The  majority  of  the 
2 i cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  caused  by  drinking 
polluted  well  water,  while  several  of  the  24  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  houses  that  were  damp  and 
filthy. 

32  patients  were  removed  to  the  Port  Sanitary 
Hospital,  many  under  great  pressure,  “ owing  to  the 
deep-rooted  objection  people  have  to  the  place." 

1 here  were  1 1 deaths  from  Diphtheria,  7 
from  Croup,  and  7 from  Enteric  Fever. 

Every  case  of  infectious  disease  is  carefully 
enquired  into  either  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
or  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  all  necessary  pre- 
cautions insisted  upon. 

General  Sanitation . 

I he  scavenging  has  been  “ fairly  well  done  " 
by  contract.  A thorough  survey  of  the  sewers  is 
being  carried  out,  and  many  grave  defects  which  have 


been  discovered  are  being  remedied  as  fast  as  possible. 
The  water  of  17  wells  has  been  analysed,  and  in  seven 
instances,  where  the  water  was  impure,  the  wells  have 
been  filled  up.  Five  disused  wells  were  also  filled  up. 
The  Public  Abattoir  is  stated  to  be  inadequate  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  town. 

Of  the  44  samples  taken  by  the  Inspector 
under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  3 were  returned  by 
the  analyst  as  of  doubtful  purity,  while  5 were 
adulterated.  Heavy  penalties  were  imposed  by  the 
magistrates  on  the  vendors  of  the  adulterated  samples, 
the  fine  in  three  instances  of  adulterated  lard  being  ^5. 
Eight  carcases  of  meat  and  several  boxes  of  fruit 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 

The  report  also  deals  with  the  precautions 
taken  against  the  introduction  of  Cholera,  smoke 
nuisances,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  open  spaces 
or  playground. 

San  it  ary  Requirements . 

(1)  A properly  equipped  Infectious  Hospital 
is  “ an  urgent  necessity  ; (2)  a suitable  depot  for 
house  refuse  and  a Destructor  ; (3)  a larger  and  more 
convenient  Abattoir  in  a suitable  position. 

A large  portion  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
time  appears  to  be  taken  up  in  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act. 
It  appears  desirable  that  a special  officer  should  be 
appointed  to  undertake  these  duties. 


LOCAL  BOARDS. 


BARNARD  CASTLE. 

A.  H.  Sevier,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Population  Infant 

(census  1891).  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

4,341*  28-33  20’g6  0-69  (low)  154 

Phthisis  death-rate,  i -8  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  i*6  (very  low).  The  death-rate  and  Zymotic- 
rate  are  much  lower  than  during  1891,  but  the  former  and 
the  Infant  Mortality-rate  are  both  higher  than  they 
should  be. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

27  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  as 
against  1 14  in  1891.  Of  these  19  were  of  Measles, 
which  is  also  required  to  be  notified,  and  4 of  Enteric 
Fever.  In  connection  with  the  surroundings  of  two 
cases  of  the  last-named  disease  serious  sanitary  defects 
were  discovered,  while  one  case  was  imported  into  the 
district.  Two  patients  were  removed  to  the  Infectious 
Hospital. 

A large  number  of  cases  of  Diarrhoea  occurred 
in  the  North-Eastern  Counties  School  during  January, 
but  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  was  not  discovered. 

General  Sanitation. 

An  Infectious  Hospital  has  been  erected  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  town,  but  details  of  its 
construction  are  not  given.  One  house  has  been 
closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  Special  attention  was 


* The  vital  statistics  are  calculated  on  the  census  population  1891. 


paid  to  the  flushing  of  the  sewers,  cleansing  and 
disinfection  of  middens,  and  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
pure  water  supply.  Common  Lodging-houses  were 
kept  under  strict  supervision,  owing  to  the  existence 
of  Small-pox  in  the  neighbouring  districts  during 
October. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

None  referred  to. 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 

T.  A.  McCullagh,  M.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

10,500  35*04  19-04  1*9  138 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 ' 1 2 ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  2*6.  If  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  workhouse  are 
excluded,  many  of  which  were  those  of  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  town,  the  death-rate  is  only  14-57  Per 
1,000,  but  the  true  death-rate  is  above  this  figure. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Notification  Act  is  not  in  operation,  and 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  states  that  his  informa- 
tion as  to  the  prevalence  of  these  diseases  is  incomplete. 
There  were  3 deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  2 from 
Membranous  Croup,  but  no  cause  for  the  diseases  could 
be  ascertained.  One  case  of  Small-pox  in  December 
was  removed  to  the  Board’s  Hospital  from  the  Work- 
house,  and  there  was  no  extension  of  the  disease. 
Enteric  Fever  was  fatal  in  3 instances,  and  24  cases 
were  known  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  which 
were  not  confined  to  any  particular  locality.  P2xcept 


in  two  houses  where  serious  structural  defects  existed, 
no  “absolutely  certain  cause  of  the  disease”  could  be 
discovered,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the 
same  time  impresses  on  the  Board  the  necessity  of 
preventing  the  pollution  of  the  water  supply,  and  of 
improving  the  ventilation  of  the  sewers.  Disinfectants 
have  been  supplied  in  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  water  supply  which  is  obtained  from  the 
river  Wear  is  stated  to  have  been  discoloured  during 
heavy  rains,  and  “ this  is  proof  that  the  filtering  process 
“ is  inefficient,  and  gives  ground  for  the  general  belief 
“ that  water  at  such  times  finds  its  way  into  our  supply 
“directly  from  the  river.”  The  pollution  of  the  river 
above  the  intake  by  drainage  from  houses  in  Etherley 
Lane  is  again  referred  to. 

The  cleansing  and  emptying  of  ashpits  has 
generally  “ been  very  badly  done,”  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  states  that  “ this  very  important 
“ duty  would  be  much  more  efficiently  done  if  the  Board 
“took  it  into  their  own  hands.”  A good  deal  of  in- 
sanitary property  has  been  visited  and  reported  on  by 
the  Medical  Officer  ol  Health  and  Surveyor,  and  im- 
provements in  them  have  been  carried  out,  but  no 
action  with  regard  to  such  property  appears  to  have 
been  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act.  Some  ol  the  sewers  are  said  to  be  not  sufficiently 
ventilated,  especially  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town. 
I he  cowsheds,  etc.,  with  one  exception,  and  the 


common  lodging-houses  are  stated  to  have  been  kept 
in  a clean  condition. 

Sanitary  Requirements . 

(i)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  and 
the  provision  of  a proper  Disinfecting  Apparatus  ; (2) 
better  ventilation  of  the  sewers  ; (3)  more  efficient 
cleansing  and  emptying  of  privies  and  ashpits — this 
work  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Board  ; (4)  a water 
supply  less  liable  to  contamination  appears  to  be  highly 
desirable.  The  serious  pollution  of  the  Wear  above 
Bishop  Auckland  must  prejudicially  effect  the  quality 
of  water  drawn,  however  indirectly,  from  that  river, 
and  be  dangerous  to  the  health  of  those  who  may  have 
to  consume  it. 

BENFIELDSIDE. 

Geo.  Renton,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotioiate.  Mortality-rate, 

6,460  33’2  i6*2  2*o  144 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*5;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3 '8.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  points  out 
that  the  population  for  1891  was  over-estimated  by 
1,241  according  to  the  census,  and  the  death-rate  for 
that  year  was  18*2,  and  not  15*2  as  given  in  last  year’s 
report. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Measles  was  the  most  prevalent  and  fatal 
disease.  It  was  imported  into  the  district  in  January, 
and  during  February,  March,  and  April  was  severely 
epidemic.  450  cases  were  recorded,  and  there  were  8 
deaths,  and  so  widespread  was  the  disease  that  it  was 


considered  advisable  to  close  all  the  Elementary 
schools.  There  were  5 cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Mem- 
branous Croup,  4 of  which  were  fatal.  The  3 cases  of 
the  first-named  disease  occurred  in  November  and 
December,  and  the  Membranous  Croup  in  March  and 
April.  No  cause  for  the  outbreak  could  be  discovered, 
but  every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  disease 
spreading.  The  only  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  reported 
were  3 in  December  (no  deaths).  There  were  17 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  5 of  the  patients  were 
removed  to  the  Leadgate  Joint  Fever  Hospital.  The 
disease  was  most  prevalent  in  November  (6  cases). 
All  infected  houses  and  bedding  were  properly  disin- 
fected. Dr.  Renton  strongly  recommends  the  adoption 
of  the  Notification  Act. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  general  condition  of  the  houses  of  the 
working  classes  is  good,  but  “ there  is  a group  of  about 
“ 120  houses  the  property  of  the  Consett  Iron  Company 
‘‘which  are  not  all  that  could  be  desired."  They  are 
two-roomed,  and  badly  lighted,  but  they  are  stated  to 
be  kept  in  as  good  a repair  as  possible  by  the  Company. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  work  of  emptying  and 
cleansing  the  middens  should  be  undertaken  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority.  I hey  are  at  present  emptied  by' 
either  the  occupiers  or  owners.  The  cow'sheds 
(20),  dairies  (36),  bakehouses  (1),  and  slaughter- 
houses (10),  have  been  frequently  inspected  and 
found  always  in  good  order.  I he  water  supply 
both  from  the  Water  Company'  and  from  private  wells 


is  stated  to  have  been  satisfactory.  Two  cesspools 
have  been  abolished,  and  among  other  sanitary  im- 
provements may  be  noted  the  laying  of  1,372  yards  of 
main  sewer. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

(1)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act; 
and  (2)  the  undertaking  by  the  Authority  of  the  work 
of  emptying  and  cleansing  the  middens. 

BLAYDON. 

Philip  Brown,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Poulation,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

14,000  3*6 '5  iS-i#  3*3  150 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*5;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  27.  The  death-rate  and  Infant  Mortality-rate 
are  both  lower  than  last  year,  but  the  former  is  about 
the  average  of  the  last  five  years  (17*4).  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  points  out  that  more  than  half  of  the 
total  deaths  are  of  children  under  5 years  of  age.  No 
less  than  15  deaths  were  registered  from  “ Premature 
Birth.” 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Measles  and  Croup  were  both  very  fatal,  the 
former  causing  25  and  the  latter  9 deaths,  and.  the 
high  Zymotic  death-rate  is  entirely  the  result  of  the 
mortality  from  these  two  diseases.  The  report  does 
not  state  that  any  special  precautionary  measures,  such 
as  closing  of  schools,  were  taken  to  cope  with  these 
outbreaks.  Of  the  3 deaths  from  Enteric  Fever  one 

* The  death-rate  is  given  as  17 '6,  but  this  is  exclusive  of  7 deaths  from 
violence  which  occurred  in  the  district. 


is  attributed  to  the  drinking  of  polluted  well  water. 
The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  has  not  yet 
been  adopted  in  the  district,  which  appears  to  be  also 
unprovided  with  either  Hospital  or  Disinfecting 
Apparatus. 

General  S a n it  a t io ; i . 

“ A large  amount  of  useful  work  has  been 
carried  out  in  every  part  of  the  district,’  and  the  report 
states  that  21  earth-closets  have  been  built,  23  privies 
repaired,  etc.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in 
two  instances,  concerning  which  no  details  are  given. 

I he  character  of  some  of  the  older  streets  and  houses 
is  stated  to  be  “deplorable,''  and  special  reference  is 
made  to  the  bad  condition  of  houses  in  a street  at 
Blackhall  Mill. 


1 he  water  supply  is  stated  to  be  far  short  of 
possible  wants,  and  is  “a  serious  question.” 


Sa  nit  ary  Requ  i rements. 

( 1 ) A good  supply  of  pure  water  appears  to  be 
urgently  needed  ; (2)  the  adoption  of  the  Notification 
Act  and  the  provision  of  an  Infectious  Hospital  and 
Disinfecting  Apparatus  is  undoubtedly  very  desirable. 
The  report  is  not  printed. 

B R A N D ON  AND  B Y S HOT  T L E S . 

Henry  Smith,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Estimated  Population, 

i&92-  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 


Infant 

Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 


14790  38-6  1 6-6 
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Phthisis  death-rate,  i '2  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3-5.  The  general  death-rate  and  Infant  Mortality- 


rate  are  very  much  lower  than  in  1891,  when  the  rates 
respectively  were  22*8  and  226. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  high  Zymotic-rate  is  attributed  to  a fatal 
epidemic  of  Measles  in  March  and  April  (2r  deaths). 
Whooping  Cough  caused  10  deaths,  but  from  none  of 
the  notifiable  diseases  was  there  a high  mortality.  1 8 
patients  were  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  which 
was  opened  during  the  year.  A Steam  Disinfecting 
Apparatus,  which  works  very  satisfactorily,  has  been 
provided,  and  an  ambulance  carriage  for  the  removal 
of  patients  has  been  ordered. 

The  Sanitary  Authority  are  to  be  com- 

j j 

plimented  on  the  provision  they  have  made  for  dealing 
with  infectious  diseases. 

200  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year,  of  which  133  were  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
All  houses  where  these  cases  occurred  were,  it  is 
stated,  thoroughly  disinfected. 

G enera  l Sa  n it  at  ion . 

The  water  supply  is  by  the  Weardale  Water 
Company,  and  is  satisfactory.  Two  well  waters  were 
analysed,  and  one  was  found  to  contain  large  quantities 
of  lead,  owing  to  the  use  of  lead  piping.  This  was 
replaced  by  iron  pipes.  The  slaughter-houses,  cow- 
sheds, and  fruitshops  have  been  visited  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector,  and  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  - For  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  the  scavenging  of  the  district  has  been  done  by 
contract,  and,  it  is  stated,  with  satisfactory  results, 
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At  Esh  a joint  drainage  scheme  is  in  progress, 
the  sewage  to  be  treated  by  downward  intermittent 
filtration,  and,  when  completed,  it  will  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the  district.  House-accommodation  is  not  referred 
to  in  the  report. 

Sa  n it  ary  Requ  ire  men  ts. 

None  mentioned. 

In  addition  to  the  monthly  reports,  a special 
report  on  precautions  to  be  observed  against  Cholera 
is  appended, 

CON  SETT. 


Geo.  Renton,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

t892-  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

8,460  33-6  20'8  4'8  172 

Phth  isis  death-rate,  2*3  (high)  ; Respiratory 
death-rate,  4*1.  While  the  death-rate  is  much  low^er 
than  for  1 8c>  1 (25*5),  the  high  Zymotic-rate  is  very 
unsatisfactory. 


Infect  io  us  1 ) isea  ses. 

I he  Notification  Act  is  not  in  operation, 
though  its  adoption  has  been  urged  year  after  year  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Diphtheria  and  Measles 
were  the  most  fatal  diseases,  and  were  of  a very  severe 
type.  1 he  first  named  disease,  which  had  been 
fatally  prevalent  during  the  last  six  weeks  of  1891, 
continued  during  the  first  five  months  of  1892,  while 


a fatal  case  of  the  disease  was  registered  in  each  of  the 


months  September,  October,  and  November.  Every 
case  that  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 


Officer  of  Health  proved  fatal  (12  in  all),  but  it  is 
probable  that  milder  cases  of  the  disease  occurred,  and 
in  the  absence  of  notification  were  not  reported. 
These  may  easily  have  spread  the  disease  in  a severe 
form  at  school  or  elsewhere.  No  cause  for  the  out- 
break of  the  disease  could  be  discovered.  The  milk 
and  water  supplies  were  satisfactory,  and  direct 
infection  from  one  case  to  another  could  not  be 
traced.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  of  opinion 
that  the  disease  was  not  unconnected  with  a previous 
outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  during  March, 
April,  and  May  (over  450  cases).  There  were  23 
deaths,  and  many  of  these  were  “ the  result  of  want  of 
care  and  careless  nursing  on  the  part  of  the  parents.” 
Two  deaths  were  reported  from  Enteric  Fever. 

Disinfection  of  houses,  clothing,  and  bedding 
is  generally  carried  out,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  regrets  that  more  use  is  not  made  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

General  Sanitation . 

“ The  older  class  of  houses  are  not  all  that 
can  be  desired,”  but  those  more  recently  erected  are 

j 

stated  to  be  very  satisfactory.  There  was  no  over- 
crowding during  the  year,  nor  was  action  called  for  with 
regard  to  insanitary  dwellings.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  again  urges  the  desirability  of  the  cleansing 
and  emptying  of  ashpits  and  privies  being  undertaken 
by  the  Board  instead  of  by  the  owners  and  occupiers,  as 
at  present.  The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  slaughter- 


houses  have  been  closely  inspected,  and  have  been 
kept  satisfactory.  No  unsound  meat  condemned. 
Among  the  sanitary  improvements  of  the  year  are  the 
laying  of  854  yards  of  new  main  sewers,  cementing 
footpaths,  kerbing,  etc. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

(1)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  ; (2) 
the  emptying  and  cleansing  of  the  ashpits  should  be 
undertaken  by  the  Board,  otherwise  this  important 
work  cannot  be  satisfactorily  performed. 

FELLING. 

M.  F.  Kelly,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

18,000  42'88  2 1*5  2 ’ I 151 

Phthisis  death-rate,  i* 5 ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  4’5.  The  birth-rate  is  the  highest  on  record  in 
the  district.  The  death  and  Infant  Mortality -rates  are 
both  much  lower  than  for  1891,  though  the  former  is 
still  too  high. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Notification  Act  has  not  been  adopted  in 
this  populous  district,  and  there  is  neither  Hospital  nor 
Disinfecting  Apparatus. 

Whooping  Cough  was  the  most  fatal  Zymotic 
with  12  deaths,  while  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles  each 
caused  9 deaths.  I cannot  help  but  think  that,  with 
the  aid  or  Notification  and  an  Isolation  Hospital,  this 
heavy  mortality  from  Scarlet  Fever,  to  say  nothing  of 


the  far  greater  amount  of  pain  and  sickness  incurred 
by  those  who  recovered  from  the  disease,  would  have 
been  greatly  lessened.  One  of  the  three  deaths  from 
Enteric  Fever  wasattributed  to  insanitary  surroundings. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  constantly 
visiting  the  various  parts  of  the  district,  and,  periodi- 
cally, also  makes  special  inspections  with  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances.  The  scavenging  of  the  district  and  the 
cleansing  of  the  ashpits  is  done  by  the  workmen  of  the 
Board,  but  the  staff  appears  to  be  insufficient.  From 
my  personal  inspections  of  the  district,  I gathered  that 
the  cleansing  of  the  middens  was  not  done  satisfactorily, 
and  the  system  which  is  in  force  of  demanding  pay- 
ment from  the  individual  tenants  each  time  their 
ashpits  are  emptied  is  an  extremely  bad  one,  for,  in 
many  instances,  the  tenants  either  will  not  or  cannot 
pay,  and  then  the  ashpits  are  left  till  they  become  a 
serious  nuisance,  when  they  are  either  emptied  at  the 
expense  of  the  Authority  or  else  the  tenants  are 
prosecuted  for  not  themselves  emptying  them.  The 
Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Slaughter-houses  were  in- 
spected, and  are  stated  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

A large  number  of  new  houses  have  been 
built  during  the  year  in  the  district,  and  are  provided 
with  the  small  ash  closets,  which,  if  properly  attended 
to,  will  be  a great  sanitary  improvement  over  the  old 
midden  system.  A number  of  old  and  insanitary 
houses  have  been  demolished  to  make  room  for  building 
extensions,  but,  in  parts  of  the  district,  many  old  and 


Very  insanitary  houses  exist,  as  was  pointed  out  by  me 
in  a special  report  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  in 
December. 

The  water  supply  was  good  throughout  the 

year. 

✓ 

Sa  n it  ary  Requ  i rements. 

(i)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  and 
the  provision  of  an  Infectious  Hospital  and  Disin- 
fecting Apparatus  ; (2)  a better  system  of  removal  of 
house  refuse  ; (3)  the  enforcement  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act  ; (4)  the  provision  of  a 
recreation  playground. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  which  is 
appended,  states  that  5 houses  have  been  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation.  Four  samples  analysed  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  returned  as  genuine. 
Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  44  instances  for 
breaches  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

HEBBURN. 

Robert  Mitchell,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1S92.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic  rate.  Mortality-rater 

1 7,000  40*5  2 1 ’6  5’o  18 1 

Phthisis  death-rate,  2*1;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  4*3.  L he  vital  statistics  compare  very  unfavour- 
ably  with  those  for  1891.  The  increased  mortality 
is  almost  entirely  between  the  ages  1 — 5 and  5 — 15,  ; 
there  being  7 1 more  deaths  during  these  periods  than  j 
in  the  preceding  year. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  excessive  Zymotic-rate  resulted  from  very 
fatal  epidemics  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  44 
deaths  being  attributed  to  the  former  and  19  to  the 
latter  disease,  and  the  death-rate  from  these  two 
children’s  ailments  alone  was  equal  to  3 '69  per  1,000 
per  annum.  Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  but  was  most  fatal  in  June  (15  deaths), 
while  Whooping  Cough  was  chiefly  prevalent  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  when  15  deaths  occurred. 
Diarrhoea  caused  12  and  Scarlet  Fever  7 deaths. 
There  were  no  deaths  returned  from  Enteric  Fever. 

In  connection  with  the  epidemic  of  Measles, 
the  schools  were  closed  in  part  of  the  district  for  5 
weeks,  with  apparently  good  results  at  the  time, 
though  after  re-opening  the  disease  again  re-appeared. 

267  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  of  these  72  were  treated  in  the 
Infectious  Hospital,  the  majority  of  the  patients 
removed  (68)  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

All  houses  were  visited  in  which  infectious 
cases  were  known  to  have  occurred,  and  isolation  and 
disinfection  carried  out  as  far  as  possible. 

Special  precautions  were  adopted  against  an 
introduction  of  Cholera. 

General  Sanitation. 

A large  number  of  middens  have  been  re- 
placed by  the  small  ash  closets,  which  is  stated  to  be 
a great  improvement.  A large  number  of  good 
tenemented  and  self-contained  houses  have  been 
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erected,  and  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
cleanliness  of  the  poorer  kind  of  dwelling-houses. 
The  water  supply  has  been  generally  good  both  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

The  district  was  frequently  inspected  both  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Inspector,  and 
all  nuisances  wrere  promptly  remedied.  I he  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  recommended  the  adoption  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  and  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  and  also  that  leaflets 
should  be  distributed  containing  simple  rules  for  the 
management  and  dieting  of  infants,  and  setting  forth 
the  chief  points  of  domestic  hygiene,  but  these  valuable 
suggestions  were  not  adopted.  New  bye  laws  are 
being  considered  by  the  Committee. 

San  it  ary  R equirements . 

(i)  A Disinfecting  Apparatus  is  very  necessary  ; 
(2)  The  adoption  of  new  bye-laws,  and  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  and  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act. 

HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING. 

D.  S.  Park,  F.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

J^92-  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

6,659  43‘2  207  i -05  194 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*3.;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  4' 5 T he  high  Infant  Mortality-rate  is  attributed 
to  the  hardships  resulting  from  the  strike,  which  caused 
a large  mortality  from  “ premature  births/’ 
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Infect  io  us  I)  is  eases. 

Under  the  Notification  Act  107  cases  were 
reported,  including  59  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  24  of 
Diphtheria.  The  latter  disease  was  most  prevalent 
during  the  first  part  of  the  year,  and,  in  some 
instances,  insanitary  conditions,  to  which  the  patients 
had  been  exposed,  were  detected,  while  in  others  the 
disease  seems  to  have  been  transmitted  from  pre- 
existing cases.  An  interesting  case  of  a patient 
suffering  from  both  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  at 
the  same  time  is  reported.  A tramp  suffering  from 
Small-pox  was  immediately  isolated  in  the  Workhouse 
Hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  no  other  case  of 
infectious  disease  was  removed  to  the  Hospital.  The 
Authority  have  purchased  a portable  hot  air  Disin- 
fecting Apparatus,  have  adopted  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  and  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  and  are  about  to  erect  a 1 2-bed 
iron  Hospital  in  a convenient  part  of  the  district. 
Every  precaution  appears  to  be  taken  by  the  Authority 
and  its  officers  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease. 

Genera/  Sanitation. 

Analysis  of  the  water  supply  appears  to  point 
to  intermittent  surface  pollution,  through  clefts  in  the 
magnesian  limestone  rock,  and  experiments  are  about 
to  be  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  dis- 
cover if  this  can  be  ascertained. 

Except  during  the  strike,  the  scavenging 
appears  to  have  been  satisfactorily  carried  out,  but  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  very  properly  points  to  the 


desirability  of  the  cleansing  of  ashpits,  etc.,  being 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  Sanitary  Authority, 
instead  of  being  left  to  the  colliery  proprietors  and 
private  owners  as  at  present. 

A block  of  insanitary  property  in  the  Market 
Place  was  closed,  by  order  of  the  magistrates,  under 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

The  meat  and  milk  supplies  appear  to  have 
been  good  ; the  Common  Lodging-houses  have  been 
frequently  inspected,  and  the  general  sanitary  condition 
of  the  district  is  stated  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

(i)  The  scavenging  and  cleansing  of  ashpits 
should  be  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  ; (2) 
Special  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  water  supply, 
and  if  its  pollution  is  definitely  established,  a better 
supply  should  be  obtained  without  delay,  otherwise  a 
serious  danger  will  constantly  menace  those  consuming 
the  water. 

This  report  is  not  printed. 

LEADGATE. 

Geo.  Renton,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

4,560  27T  177  2*6  157 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*3;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3*5.  There  is  a remarkable  decline  in  the  birth- 
rate over  last  year  (40-5),  which  accounts  for  the 
increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality-rate,  calculated  per 
1,000  births. 


Infect  ions  Diseases. 

The  Notification  Act  was  not  in  operation, 
and  therefore  the  prevalence  of  these  diseases  could 
not  be  accurately  ascertained.  Scarlet  Fever  was 
reported  in  9 instances,  but  there  was  no  death.  One 
case  was  removed  to  Hospital,  and  disinfection  of 
house  and  bedding,  etc.,  was  carried  out  in  each  case. 
There  was  only  1 case  of  Diphtheria,  and  it  proved 
fatal  ; no  cause  for  it  could  be  detected.  Measles  was 
very  prevalent  during  May  and  June,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, the  elementary  schools  were  closed.  There 
were  338  cases  and  8 deaths.  A serious  epidemic  of 
Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  May  and  June,  and 
altogether  there  were  24  cases  and  1 death.  All  the 
cases  but  one  were  localized  on  the  south  side  of  the 
main  street.  1 1 of  the  cases  were  grouped  in  a very 
small  area,  and,  with  two  exceptions,  the  disease  con- 
fined itself  to  particular  localities.  Dr.  Renton  made 
careful  enquiries  into  the  cause  ol  the  epidemic,  which, 
however,  was  not  definitely  ascertained.  The  milk 
and  water  supplies  were  satisfactory,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  suggests  that  the  insanitary  state  of  the 
middens  (for  the  outbreak  occurred  during  the  miners’ 
strike,  when  the  middens  contained  but  little  ashes 
and  were  offensive)  and  the  want  of  sufficient  and 
suitable  food  may  have  been  responsible  for  the  out- 
break. The  outbreak  ceased  when  the  strike  ended. 
All  premises  on  which  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  or 
Diphtheria  occurred  were  visited  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  also  specially  reported  on  the 
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precautions  to  be  observed  against  Small-pox  and 
Cholera.  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  is 
strongly  recommended. 

General  San  it  at  ion. 

“ A very  large  proportion  of  the  houses 
“ inhabited  by  the  working  classes  are  two-roomed,  of 
“poor  construction,  and  wanting  in  conveniences.” 
The  lighting  of  the  upper  rooms  is  stated  to  be 
defective,  but  during  recent  years  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  in  some  of  the  houses,  and  are  still  in 
progress.  No  houses  were  condemned  as  insanitary 
during  the  year.  The  cleansing  of  middens  and  ashpits 
is  at  present  done  by  the  occupiers  or  owners  of  the 
houses,  but  it  is  recommended  that  the  work  be  under- 
taken by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  The  main  sewers 
have  worked  well,  and  have  been  freely  flushed  from 
time  to  time.  The  condition  of  the  dairies,  cowsheds, 
and  slaughter-houses  is  stated  to  have  been  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

(i)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  ; (2) 
the  work  of  cleansing  the  ashpits  should  be  undertaken 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  ; (3)  the  insanitary  houses 
referred  to  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be 
improved  as  soon  as  possible. 

RYTON. 

Philip  Brown,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

5,850  34  13-3*  o-8  141 

* The  death-rate  is  given  as  i3'o  per  1,000,  but  this  is  exclusive  of  two 
deaths  from  “ injuries,”  which  must  be  included  in  calculating  the  death-rate. 


Phthisis  death-rate,  i *02  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  2 '3.  With  the  exception  of  a slight  increase  in 
the  rate  of  Infant  Mortality,  the  health  of  the  district 
was  much  better  than  during  1891,  when  the  death  and 
zymotic-rates  were  respectively  18*0  and  3*2  per  1,000 
population. 

In feet  to  us  D iseases. 

This  district  has  not  yet  adopted  the  Notifica- 
tion Act,  and  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease 
cannot  be  accurately  ascertained.  Diarrhoea  caused  3 
deaths,  and  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  1 each. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommends 
the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

General  Sanitation . 

As  regards  water  supply,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  says  : — “ The  most  serious  complaint  we 
“ have  is  the  want  of  a good  constant  supply  of  pure 
“ water”- — there  must  be  no  halting  until  a scheme  is 
“ carried  out  which  will  ensure  the  fulfilment  of  the 
“above  wants.” 

Inspections  of  the  district  have  been  frequently 
made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  with  the 
result  that  the  ashpits  and  privies  were  generally  found 
to  be  well  kept. 

The  report  does  not  deal  with  any  other 
matters  of  sanitary  interest. 

Sa  n it  a ry  Requ  ire  men  ts. 

(1)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  and 
the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital.  As  small 
Hospitals  are  costly  and  difficult  to  manage,  it  is 
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desirable  that  arrangements  should  be  made  with  the 
neighbouring  Sanitary  Authorities  for  the  erection  of  a 
joint  Hospital.  (2)  A better  supply  of  water  appears 
to  be  urgently  needed. 

This  report  is  not  printed. 

SHILDON  AND  EAST  THICKLEY. 

S.  Fielden,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

9*6/5  38*3  I5’1  1 *°4  1 37 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*13;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  27.  The  health  of  the  district  was  much  better 
than  in  1891,  when  the  death-rate  and  zymotic-rate 
were  respectively  23*6  and  2 *8  per  1,000.  Included  in 
the  report  is  a table  showing  a great  reduction  in  the 
mortality  from  Zymotic  diseases  during  the  past  15 
years. 

I n feet  ions  D iseases. 

86  cases  were  reported  under  the  Notification 
Act,  ot  which  56  were  .Scarlet  Fever,  6 Diphtheria, 
and  6 Enteric  Fever.  Four  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria 
ended  fatally,  as  did  also  the  single  case  of  Croup,  and 
in  every  case  insanitary  surroundings  were  detected. 
Measles  was  prevalent  in  January  and  February  (1 
death),  and  Scarlet  Fever  chiefly  during  the  last  four 
months  of  the  year  (2  deaths).  There  were  two  deaths 
from  Puerperal  Fever,  though  only  one  case  was 
reported  as  required  by  the  Notification  Act.  All 
cases  of  Infectious  disease  are  visited  by  the  Inspector, 
and  disinfectants  supplied,  but  the  district  is  unprovided 
with  either  an  Isolation  Hospital  or  Disinfecting 
Apparatus, 


Ge  ne  ra  l Sa  n it  at  ip  n . 

The  sewage  of  the  district  is  conveyed  to  a 
sewage  farm  and  disposed  by  irrigation.  A new  sewer 
has  been  laid  in  New  Cheapside,  and  faulty  sewers 
have  been  taken  up  and  properly  re-laid  in  many  parts 
of  the  district.  Improved  ventilation  of  the  sewers  has 
been  carried  out  by  means  of  6-inch  pipes  carried  up 
the  gable  ends  ot  houses. 

The  dwellings  of  the  working  classes  are  for 
the  most  part  good,  but  there  are  about  50  back-to- 
back  houses,  and  at  Pit  Row  and  Auckland  Terrace 
especially,  the  houses  are  in  bad  condition.  “ The 
“worst  features  are  the  imperfect  drain  inlets  and 
“surroundings  in  yards,  and  the  old  form  of  ashpit 
“ privy  accommodation  mentioned  in  previous  reports.” 
The  scavenging  and  cleansing  of  ashpits  is  done  by 
the  Authority,  and  more  satisfactorily  than  during  the 
previous  year,  but  there  is  difficulty  in  obtaining  suit- 
able places  for  “tipping,”  and  the  question  of  erecting 
a Destructor  has  been  considered.  The  slaughter- 
houses have  been  kept  satisfactorily,  and  no  unsound 
meat  was  detected. 

San  it  ary  R equ  irenients. 

In  view  of  the  presence  of  Small-pox  and  the 
possible  introduction  of  Cholera,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  specially  recommends  (1)  the  erection  of  an 
Isolation  Hospital  either  by  the  County  Council  or  by 
the  Local  Board  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority  5(2)  the  enforcement  of  the  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds  Order  and  the  regulation  and  registra- 


tion  of  all  dairies  and  cowsheds  by  the  Authority  ; (3) 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination.  In  addition  attention 
should  be  given  to  the  proper  trapping  of  all  drain 
inlets,  and  where  possible  through  ventilation 
should  be  provided  for  the  back-to-back  and  single 
houses. 

SOUTHWICK. 

Henry  Liston,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Estimated  Population, 

1892.  Birth-rate. 


Death-rate. 


Infant 

Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 


4'1  H5 

Respiratorv  death- 


10,491  407  21  *o 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*5 
rate,  27.  The  death-rate  and  Infant  Mortality-rate 
are  both  lower  than  during  1891  ; the  high  Zymotic 
death-rate  is  very  unsatisfactory. 

Infectious  D iseases. 

44  deaths  occurred  from  the  chief  Zymotic 

diseases. 

Enteric  F'ever  caused  12  deaths,  of  which  7 
occurred  during  the  fourth  quarter,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  states  that  “ owing  to  the  unfortunate 
“ want  of  notification  the  disease  was  allowed  to  spread 
“ unchecked.’  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  able 
to  ascertain  the  existence  of  at  least  30  cases,  some  of 
which  were  traced  to  milk  infection,  “ but  I have  no 
“doubt  the  primary  cause  was  the  insanitary  condition 
“ of  the  township.  The  large  number  of  deaths  from 


1 his  rate  is  exclusive  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  which  have 
occurred  elsewhere,  the  number  of  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been 
unable  to  obtain. 


Enteric  Fever,  essentially  a “ filth  disease,”  points  to 
the  existence,  in  all  probability,  of  serious  defects  in 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommends 
the  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act,  the  provision  of 
Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases,  and 
the  formation  of  a Health  Committee.  Measles  was 
very  fatal  and  caused  1 5 deaths,  and  Whooping  Cough 
and  Diarrhoea  were  each  fatal  in  7 instances.  Four 
patients  were  removed  to  the  Sunderland  Fever 
H ospital. 

General  San itation . 


Frequent  inspections  of  the  district  have  been 
made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  “and  a great 
“ number  of  nuisances  have  been  reported  to  your 
“ Board,  and  many  of  them  abated.”  The  water  supply 
1 is  of  good  quality,  but  is  said  to  be  hard  and  deficient 
in  iron.  Several  individual  houses  are  without  water, 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  states  that  there  are 
houses  in  Dean  Terrace  “ where  there  is  neither  water 
nor  backyard  accommodation  for  the  tenants.” 

The  report,  unfortunately,  gives  no  details  of 
the  insanitary  conditions  existing  in  the  township, 
which  are  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  outbreak 
of  Enteric  Fever,  nor  does  it  state  what  action  has 
been  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  remedy  them. 


Sanitary  Requ irements. 

(1)  i'he  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  ; (2) 
J the  provision  of  a hospital  for  the  treatment  of  cases 
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of  infectious  disease  + ; (3)  there  are  many  filth 
nuisances  arising  from  the  position,  construction,  and 
defects  of  the  privy  ashpits,  which  require  to  be 
remedied  (see  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report, 
1891),  and  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
might,  with  advantage,  be  enforced  with  regard  to 
certain  houses. 

The  report  is  not  printed. 

+ I have  since  heard  that  the  Authority  is  about  to  provide  temporary 
Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  cases,  and  for  that  purpose  has  secured  the 
offices  of  a glass  works  on  the  banks  of  the  Wear. 

SEAHAM  HARBOUR.  I 

Thomas  Gibbon,  M.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  ;j 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

i^92-  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

9»oio  39*0  24*0  4*4#  178.  j 

Phthisis  death-rate,  17  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  4 ’4-  I he  Notification  Act  was  adopted  in  this 

district  in  December,  1892,  and  I understand  the 
question  ol  the  erection  of  an  infectious  diseases 
hospital  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Authority. 

j 

1 he  Sanitary  Authority  does  not  require  an 
annual  report  on  the  health  of  the  district  from  their 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  neither  does  he  submit  one, 
but  among  the  duties  required  of  every  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  as  laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
Order,  1880,  is  the  following  : — “He  shall  also 
“prepare  an  Annual  Report,  to  be  made  to  the  end 
of  December  in  each  year,  comprising  a summary  of 
the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing  the 

Exclusive  of  io  deaths  from  Croup. 
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“spread  of  disease,  and  an  account  of  the  sanitary 
“ state  of  his  district  generally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  . . 
“ ddie  report  shall  also  contain  tabular  statements  of 
“ the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the  district,  classified 
“according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities,”  and  by 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  “ Every  Medical 
“Officer  of  Health  lor  a district  in  any  County  shall 
“ send  to  the  County  Council  a copy  of  every  periodical 
“ report,  of  which  a copy  is  for  the  time  being  required 
“ by  the  regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
“to  be  sent  to  the  Board.”  From  the  above  vital 
statistics,  which  1 have  obtained  at  considerable  labour 
from  the  Registrar’s  returns  of  births  and  deaths,  the 
health  of  the  Seaham  Harbour  district  appears  to  have 
been  very  unsatisfactory,  the  Death-rate,  Zymotic-rate, 
and  Infant  Mortality-rate  all  being  excessive,  and  it 
certainly  appears  desirable  that  some  record  should  be 
kept  of  the  health  of  the  district  and  of  its  require- 
ments. 

TOW  LAW. 

George  H OOl),  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

4,564  34*8  19-28  1 *3  163 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 ’7  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  4-3.  The  death-rate,  which  is  above  the  average, 
is  identical  with  that  lor  1891,  but  the  Infant  Mortality 
compares  very  unfavourably  with  last  year’s,  when  it 
was  only  122  per  1,000  births. 

In  feet  io  us  L ) 1 sense. 

Six  deaths  occurred  from  Zymotic  diseases, 


and  of  these  3 were  from  Diarrhoea  and  1 each  from 
Measles,  Enteric  Fever,  and  Membranous  Croup, 
which  give  a death-rate  exactly  half  that  of  1891. 
The  Schools  were  closed  during  June  and  July,  owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  Measles.  The  Notification  Act 
was  adopted  in  December,  and,  in  future,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  will  have  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  prevalence  of  the  chief  infectious  diseases. 

General  Sanitation. 

1 he  general  water  supply  is  good  both  in 
quality  and  quantity.  Of  two  wells  used  by  the 
inmates  of  a few7  houses,  one  was  found  to  be 
polluted,  and  was  closed  The  house  accommoda- 
tion is  fairly  satisfactory,  but  in  connection  with  some 
houses  the  privies  and  drainage  are  defective.  Im- 
proved drainage  has  been  laid  down  at  Inkerman, 
where  last  year  an  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred. 
Inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Inspector,  and  the  chief  defects  noted  are 
mentioned  in  the  report.  I he  district  was  also 
inspected  by  myself  in  October,  and  I reported  on  the 
chief  insanitary  conditions  to  the  Sanitary  Authoritv  ; 

1 understand  that  steps  are  being  taken  to  remedy  the 
nuisances  complained  of. 

A amt  a ry  R eq  it  iremen  ts. 

(r)  Means  of  isolating  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  which  would  be  best  provided  conjointly  with 
the  neighbouring  rural  sanitary  district  (Crook);  (2)  Im- 
provements in  the  middens  and  drainage  of  several 
tows  of  houses,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  Authority 


undertake  the  cleansing  of  the  ashpits  ; (3)  New  bye- 
laws are  required,  as  those  at  present  in  force  are  old 
and  useless. 

STANHOPE. 

Wm.  Robinson,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate 

1,864  27*3  15*5  0*5  80 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 *6  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  4 '8  (high).  The  vital  statistics  for  this  district 
are  again  very  satisfactory.  Of  the  40  deaths 
registered  10  occurred  in  the  workhouse  and  1 1 were 
those  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district,  and 
these  latter  have  not  been  included  in  the  death-rate. 

Infections  Diseases. 

Only  one  death  has  occurred,  and  that  from 
Measles.  Disinfection  of  the  houses  after  infectious 
disease  is  at  present  left  to  the  householder.  This 
should  certainly  be  supervised  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  as  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

General  San itation. 

Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  during 
the  year  by  the  sanitary  officers.  18  notices  have  been 
served  by  the  Inspector,  for  nuisances  arising  from 
structural  defects,  but  only  9 have  been  attended  to. 
No  improvement  appears  to  have  been  made  during 
the  year  in  the  method  of  excrement  disposal,  and  there 
are  7 houses  without  ashpits,  and  1 has  no  privy. 

The  sewer  in  Church  Lane  and  an  old  stone 


drain  in  Front  Street  have  been  replaced  by  proper 
sanitary  pipes,  and  the  former  has  been  connected  with 
the  Butts  sewer.  Six  new  earthenware  traps  have 
been  fixed  to  previously  untrapped  drains,  but  the 
remarks  on  excrement  disposal,  sewerage,  and  house 
drainage  in  my  Summary  Report  for  1891  appear  to 
be  still  applicable  to  the  district.  The  water,  milk, 
and  meat  supplies  have  been  satisfactory. 

San  it  ary  Requ  ire  ments. 

(1)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  ; and 
means  of  isolating  cases  ol  infectious  disease  is  also 
desirable  ; (2)  new  bye-laws  are  greatly  needed  ; (3) 
the  disconnection  of  all  house  drains  from  the  sewers, 
the  substitution  ol  proper  pipe  drains  for  the  old  stone 
drains,  and  an  improved  system  of  excrement  disposal 
are  necessary;  and  (4)  the  pollution  of  the  Wear  at  Butts 
Ford,  and  by  the  deposit  of  road  rubbish  and  offensive 
refuse  by  the  Sanitary  Authority's  roadmen  should  be 
prevented. 

W FUCK  HAM. 

A.  W.  Attwater,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

i&92-  Birth-rate,  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

9,284  38-2*  i8‘4#  i*4  157 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 * 1 ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  2* 9.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  again  refers 

to  the  comparatively  high  Infant  Mortality,  with 
which  he  dealt  fully  in  last  year’s  report. 

* The  birth  and  death  rates  given  in  the  report  are  35^9  and  17*1  per  1000 
respectively,  but  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  as  given  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  the  above  rates  arc  correct. 


Infectious  Diseases . 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  known  ; 15  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  were  ascertained,  but  there  was  no 
death.  Measles  caused  8 and  Diarrhoea  5 deaths. 
The  former  disease  was  epidemic  at  Swalwell  and 
Whickham,  and  though  the  schools  were  closed 
in  both  places  the  disease  continued  to  spread.  By 
many  parents  no  attempt  was  made  to  isolate  their 
infected  children,  who  mixed  freely  with  other  children 
and  spread  the  disease. 

The  Notification  Act  is  not  in  operation,  and 
there  is  no  Isolation  Hospital,  though  when  the 
country  was  threatened  with  Cholera,  plans  were  pre- 
pared for  one,  a site  chosen,  and  tenders  invited,  but 
nothing  more  has  since  been  done.  Handbills  and 
posters  recommending  precautions  to  be  adopted 
against  Cholera  were  distributed  during  the  summer. 

General  Sanitation . 

A proper  supply  of  water  has  been  laid  on  to 
Marley  Hill,  but  the  report  does  not  state  whether  the 
supply  to  Whickham  has  been  improved.  The  houses 
of  the  working  classes  are  stated  to  be  “ old,  but  for 
the  most  part  comfortable.”  The  Sanitary  Authority 
has  let  the  cleansing  and  disinfecting  of  the  middens  by 
contract,  with  the  result  that  a great  sanitary  improve- 
ment has  been  made.  Previously  the  cleansing  of  the 
ashpits  was  undertaken  by  the  occupiers  and  was 
necessarily  badly  done.  The  sewers  have  been 
frequently  flushed  and  sinks  disinfected.  A great  deal 
of  new  property  is  still  being  erected  at  Dunston. 


Periodical  inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  the  annual  inspection  was  made 
bv  the  members  of  the  Board,  “ and  everything 

J 

found  satisfactory.” 

San  it  ary  Requirements . 

( r ) The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  ; (2) 
the  provision  ot  an  Infectious  H ospi  t 
fecting  Apparatus. 

The  report  is  not  printed. 

WILLI  NGTON. 

W.  C.  Allen,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Estimated  Population, 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate. 

7,860  38*04  16-92 


Infant 

Zymotic-rate.  Mortality -rate. 

1*2  7 l6o 


Phthisis  death-rate,  1*1;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3’o.  The  death-rate  is  very  much  lower  than  tor 
1891,  which  was  23-3  per  1,000. 


In  feet  ions  D iseases. 

96  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
follows  : — Scarlet  Fever,  81  ; Erysipelas,  8 ; Enteric 
Fever,  6 ; and  Puerperal  Fever,  1.  Scarlet  and 
Enteric  Fever  cases  were  notified  chiefly  in  March, 
August,  and  October.  Measles  caused  4 deaths, 
Diarrhoea  3,  and  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  and 


Whooping  Cough  1 each.  The  district  is  not  provided 
with  either  Isolation  Hospital  or  Disinfector,  but 
“ disinfectants  have  been  freely  applied  where 
necessary.” 


Ge ne ra l Sa n itati o n . 

Systematic  inspections  of  the  district  have  been 
made  bv  the  Medical  Officer  ol  Health.  “ There  are 

J 

still  some  private  yards  unprovided  with  a back  street,'’ 
but  overcrowding  does  not  prevail  in  the  district. 

70  yards  of  house  drains  have  been  laid,  also 
100  yards  of  drains  in  substitution  of  an  open  ditch. 
The  Sanitary  Authority  appear  to  have  undertaken  the 
scavenging  of  the  Brancepeth  Colliery  houses,  and 
consequently  the  amount  of  refuse  at  the  Board’s 
depot  at  Low  Willington  has  much  increased. 
“ There  is  great  room  for  improvement  in  some  of  the 
milkshops  and  cowsheds.”  One  house  was  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  owing  to  defective  accommodation. 

San  it  a ry  R equ  irements. 

(1)  The  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  and 
Disinfecting  Apparatus  is  very  desirable  ; (2)  im- 

provements in  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  appear  to  be 
necessary. 


RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 

AUCKLAND  UNION  (No.  r District). 

T.  A.  McCullagh,  M.R.C.S.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

! Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

27,514  39-5  16-9  178  165 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*19;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  2 ‘94.  The  death-rate  is  lower  than  in  1891,  but 
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is  exclusive  of  the  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  that 
occurred  in  the  workhouse. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Measles  was  the  most  fatal  with  21  deaths, 
and  was  epidemic  in  Escomb  township,  Coundon, 
and  Windlestone  The  difficulty  of  inducing  parents 
to  in  any  way  isolate  their  children  when  suffering 
from  Measles  is  referred  to,  for  they  have  the 
idea  that  their  children  sooner  or  later  must  suffer  from 
the  disease,  and  the  sooner  it  is  over  the  better.  Of  the 
5 deaths  from  Enteric  Fever,  3 occurred  at  Middlestone 
where  insanitary  conditions  appear  to  prevail.  In 
connection  with  the  two  deaths  from  Diphtheria 
insanitary  conditions  existed.  In  the  absence  of 
notification  the  knowledge  by  the  sanitary  officers  of 
the  prevalence  ol  Zymotic  diseases  is  very  meagre, 
and  but  little  can  be  done  to  prevent  their  spread. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  cleansing  of  middens  has  been  better 
done  than  in  previous  years,  “but  there  is  still  much 
cause  for  complaint  ” in  this  direction  in  South  Church, 
Black  Boy  Brick  Yard,  Byers  Green,  Escomb,  and 
Merrington.  The  performance  of  the  work  by  the 
Authority  is  advocated.  With  regard  to  Escomb  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  “speaking  generally, 
“the  housing  of  the  working  classes  in  this  township  is 
bad,  and  he  states  that  there  are  a large  number  of 
houses  where  the  middens  are  within  2 or  3 feet  of  the 
doors  and  windows.  They  are  too  near  the  houses, 
and  irregularly  emptied.  At  Woodhouses  the  drain- 


age  is  bacl.  The  tank  which  receives  it  is  too  small, 
and  frequently  overflows  into  the  road,  causing  an 
offensive  smell.  At  Middlestone  Moor  the  roads  are 
still  unmade,  and  “in  wet  weather  the  place  is  little 
better  than  a swamp.”  At  Coundon,  sewage  works  are 
in  progress  to  prevent  the  contamination  of  the  beck. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  again  points  out  that 
sewage  from  houses  in  Etherley  Dene  and  Primrose 

O ✓ 

Hill  still  fiows  into  the  Wear  above  the  intake  of  the 
Bishop  Auckland  water  supply.  He  points  out  that  in 
September  there  was  a case  of  Enteric  PTver  at 
Primrose  Hill,  and  since  then  there  have  been  a large 
number  of  cases  in  Bishop  Auckland,  and  he  “ strongly 
“advises  the  Authority  to  adopt  means  to  prevent  this 
“ pollution  of  the  river  so  near  an  important  water 
“supply.”  The  water  supply  is  stated  to  have  been 
good  during  the  year,  while  the  dairies,  cowsheds,  and 
slaughter-houses  were  inspected  and  found  fairly 
satisfactory,  though  there  are  not  bye-laws  regulating 
the  latter.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  district  at  the  time  of  the  threatened 
introduction  of  Cholera. 

Sa  n it  a ry  Req  u irements . 

(i)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  and 
the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  and  proper 
Disinfecting  Apparatus  ; (2)  a better  system  of  ashpit 
cleansing  in  many  parts  of  the  district  ; (3)  improve- 
ments in  the  sanitary  condition  of  E scorn b township 
and  Middlestone  Moor,  and  in  the  drainage  of  Wood- 
houses  ; (4)  prevention  of  the  pollution  of  the  river 


Wear,  especially  above  the  intake  ol  the  Bishop 
Auckland  water  supply. 

AUCKLAND  UNION  (No.  2 District). 

Geo.  W.  Ellis,  L.R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

i8p2.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

3 5>  3 77  4°'°  l6'8  1 7 *4^ 

Phthisis  death-rate,  i *3  ; Respiratory  death- 

rate,  3*i.  The  death-rate,  which  is  lower  than  for 

1891  (207)  is  exclusive  of  deaths  belonging  to  the 

district  which  occurred  at  the  workhouse.  I he  infant 

mortality-rate  shows  a considerable  reduction  when 

compared  with  the  previous  year. 

[ n fectious  D iseases . 

Scarlet  Fever  caused  14  deaths,  and  was 
epidemic  at  YVitton-le-Wear,  where  it  was  necessary  to 
close  the  schools  before  the  disease  was  stamped  out  ; 
it  was  also  prevalent  in  Crook.  Enteric  Fever  caused 
10  deaths  (3  at  Crook,  and  in  connection  with  these 
insanitary  surrroundings  were  discovered).  Measles 
caused  22  deaths,  and  was  prevalent  throughout  the 
district,  particularly  at  Crook,  Lynesack,  and  Etherley, 
and  at  the  last-named  place  the  schools  were  closed  on 
account  of  the  disease.  Several  cases  of  Diphtheria 
in  the  townships  of  Lynesack  and  Softly  were  attribu- 
ted to  the  drinking  of  impure  well  water.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  strongly  advises  the 
adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  and  the  erection  of  an 
Infectious  Hospital,  which  is  particularly  needed  for 
the  populous  Crook  district.  Disinfection  is  carried 


out  as  far  as  possible,  but,  as  is  pointed  out,  it  is 
impossible  to  properly  disinfect  clothing  without  a 
Disinfecting  Apparatus. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  water  supply  to  Lynesack  and  Softly  is 
stated  to  be  bad,  and,  if  possible,  should  be  remedied 
before  the  summer.  The  Crook  drainage  scheme  is  now 
completed,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  recom- 
mends that  the  house  drain  connections  with  the  sewers 
should  be  thoroughly  overhauled,  for,  “ until  this 
“ house  drainage  is  attended  to,  Crook  will  never  be  free 
“ from  cases  of  Typhoid.  F'ever.”  At  Howden-le-Wear 
the  sewers  are  of  the  old  segment  kind,  and  the  house 
drains  are  similarly  insanitary.  At  Witton-le-Wear 
an  old  stone  sewer  has  been  replaced  by  a new  main 
drain,  and  the  old  house  drains  are  being  substituted  by 
sanitary  pipes.  A row  of  old  colliery  houses  at 
Woodlands  is  in  an  insanitary  condition,  and  similar 
houses  at  Thistleflat  and  Sunnybrow,  on  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  some  months 
previously,  have  not  yet  been  improved.  The  cleans- 
ing of  ashpits  is  carelessly  and  improperly  performed 
in  many  parts  of  the  district,  and  it  is  recommended 
that  the  work  be  undertaken  by  the  Authority.  The 
common  lodging-houses  have  been  found  satisfactory 
except  for  ventilation,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  remarks  that  at  least  300  cubic  feet  of  air 
should  be  allowed  to  each  person.  In  connection 
with  dairies  and  cowsheds'  it  is  suggested  that  there 
should  be  bye-laws  regulating  the  amount  of  cubic 
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space  to  each  animal,  and  bye-laws  are  also  required 
for  the  regulation  of  slaughter-houses. 

Sanitary  Reqtnrements. 

(i)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  and 
the  provision  of  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
(especially  for  the  Crook  district),  and  a Disinfecting 
Apparatus  ; (2)  a better  water  supply  to  Lvnesack 
and  Softly  ; (3)  the  undertaking  of  the  cleansing  of 
ashpits  by  the  Authority  ; (4)  the  removal  of  the 
defects  in  house  drainage  and  house  accommoda- 
tion, referred  to  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 
(5)  efficient  bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  dairies, 
cowsheds,  and  slaughter-houses. 

CHE  ST  E R-  L E-ST  RE  E T. 

David  Duncan,  M.  Ik,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Mirth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

5 2,oco  397  18*5  2-4  146 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 7 ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  37.  107  deaths  were  returned  as  uncertified,  as 

compared  with  149  for  1891.  Particulars  as  to  the 
causes  of  these  uncertified  deaths  is  desirable, 
especially  as  175  deaths  were  registered  from  such 
diseases  as  Infantile  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc. 

Infectious  D iseases . 

574  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  an 
increase  of  162  over  1891,  owing  to  a greater 
prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  ( 137  more  cases).  Two 
parents  were  fined  for  exposing  their  children  while 
suffering  from  this  disease.  A complete  table  is  given 


of  all  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  reported  (69  cases 
and  6 deaths).  The  disease  occurred  chiefly  during 
the  last  four  months,  and  was  attributed  in  many 
instances  to  the  drinking  of  polluted  water.  16  cases 
were  reported  in  Chester-le-Street  Village  during  the 
last  six  weeks  of  the  year.  The  majority  of  these 
cases  consumed  the  “ Chester  ” water,  a sample  of 
which  was  analysed  and  found  to  be  somewhat 
polluted,  but  the  report  does  not  state  that  the  water 
was  the  cause  of  the  disease.  Measles  caused  37 
deaths,  and  was  chiefly  prevalent  in  the  Usworth  and 
Sacriston  districts  ; while  Whooping  Cough  was 
responsible  for  18  deaths,  chiefly  in  the  Chester-le- 
Street  district.  The  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
mostly  connected  with  sanitary  defects.  Small-pox 
broke  out  in  the  middle  of  November,  the  disease 
being  imported  from  Northallerton,  and  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  10  other  cases  occurred.  Every  possible 
precaution  available  was  taken  to  prevent  the  disease 
spreading,  and  the  Authority  decided  to  erect  an 
Iron  Hospital  lor  20  beds  (5  wards),  and  to  obtain  a 
proper  ambulance  and  Disinfecting  Apparatus.  Of 
the  cases  of  Small-pox,  3 were  wrell  vaccinated  (mild 
cases),  while  the  5 severe  cases  (1  death)  were  either 
unvaccinated  or  imperfectly  vaccinated.  With  regard 
to  disinfection,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — 
“ On  several  occasions  I have  pointed  out  to  you  in 
“what  a ridiculous  way  fumigation  and  disinfection  is 
“ done,  or  rather  not  done.  I have  little  or  no  assistance 
“from  the  Inspector  with  infectious  diseases," 


General  San  it  at  ion. 

The  sanitary  improvements  during  the  year  in- 
clude the  carrying  out  of  a sewage  scheme  at  Birtley,  the 
laying  of  sewers  in  many  parts  of  the  district,  the  pro- 
vision of  extra  privies  and  ashpits  at  Usworth,  Spring- 
well,  etc.,  and  the  improvement  of  water  supply  at 
Witton  Gilbert,  Kibblesworth,  and  other  places.  The 
management  of  the  Chester-le-Street  sewage  farm  has 
again  been  undertaken  by  the  Authority,  and,  as  a 
result,  improvement  is  expected.  It  is  recommended 
that  the  Authority  undertake  the  cleansing  of  ashpits, 
etc.,  in  Chester-le-Street  Township  ; at  present  the 
work  is  done  by  contract,  and  unsatisfactorily.  In 
other  parts  of  the  district  the  work  is  done  by  the 
colliery  owners  or  occupiers. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  and 
the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  were  adopted, 
and  came  into  force  on  March  ist.  Under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  a few  houses 
have  been  dealt  with,  but  the  Act  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  generally  applied.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  again  points  out  that  one  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
is  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  sanitary  work  of  this 
large  district. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

(i)  A proper  system  of  disinfection  of  houses, 
bedding,  etc.,  after  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  ; 
(2)  refuse  removal  and  cleansing  of  ashpits  should  be 
undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  at  any  rate 
in  the  more  populous  portions  of  the  district;  (3)  at 


least  one  additional  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  urgently 
needed,  who  should  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

DARLINGTON  UNION. 

Charles  Hardy,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

11,507  23*9  13*5  '95  1 *6 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 '2  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  *95  (very  low).  The  vital  statistics  are  very 
satisfactory,  even  for  an  agricultural  district.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  draws  attention  to  the  large 
infant  mortality  in  the  Cockerton  district,  where  50 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  under  1 year  of 
age,  and  were  chiefly  caused  by  diseases  usually  pro- 
duced by  improper  feeding. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

59  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  274  cases  in  1891.  13  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  notified,  and  there  were  6 deaths 
The  disease  was  epidemic  at  Aycliffe  at  the  end 
of  1891,  but  from  December  21st  to  January  10th, 
when  the  schools  were  closed,  no  new  cases  were 
reported.  On  the  latter  date  the  schools  were  re- 
opened, and  between  the  12th  and  15th  January  7 
more  cases  were  reported.  The  schools  were  then  closed 
for  7 weeks,  and  no  more  cases  were  notified.  Between 
November  24th,  1891,  and  January  15th,  1892,  there 
were  15  cases  and  6 deaths  at  Aycliffe,  and  the  disease 
appears,  undoubtedly,  to  have  been  spread  by  school 


attendance.  Before  the  outbreak  one  child  had  had 
“sore  throat,”  and  had  returned  to  school.  Two 
slight  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  in  the  school 
and  remedied,  but  no  other  cause  of  the  disease  could 
be  detected,  i i cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified, 
and  there  was  one  death  ; 5 cases  were  removed  to 
Darlington  Fever  Hospital.  Measles  was,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  withdrawn 
from  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases  in  October.  All 
houses  in  which  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred 
were  visited,  and  precautions  taken  against  their  spread. 

Gene  ra  l Sa  n it  at  io  n . 

Regular  inspections  of  the  district,  as  well  as 
a house-to-house  inspection,  in  view  of  an  outbreak  of 
Cholera,  have  been  made.  I he  water  supply  of  the 
district  is  stated  to  be  in  fair  condition,  but  at 
Hurworth  Place,  Croft,  and  Cleasby,  the  supply  does 
not  appear  to  be  of  good  quality.  Attention  has  been 
given  to  the  registration  of  cowsheds,  and  the  slaughter- 
houses and  cowsheds  have  been  periodically  inspected. 

I he  hushing  and  cleansing  ot  drains  and  cesspools 
have  been  carried  out.  In  a few  instances  untrapped 
brick  drains  were  found  running  through  houses,  and, 
where  possible,  are  being  removed. 

San  it  ary  Requirements. 

None  referred  to,  but  improvement  of  water 
supply  appears  necessary  at  Cleasby,  Croft,  and 
Hurworth  Place. 

DURHAM  (Eastern  District). 

YV,  A.  Hepburn,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

14,500  40*3  23*0*  i ’3  186 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*5;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  4'3-  The  death-rate  and  Infant  Mortality-rate 
are  both  somewhat  higher  than  for  1891,  and  are  both 
very  high,  in  great  measure  the  result  of  Influenza 
and  inclement  weather. 

In  feet  io  ns  D is  eases. 

49  cases  were  notified,  as  against  106  in  1891. 
There  were  17  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  but  no  death. 
Several  of  the  17  cases  of  Erysipelas  occurred  on 
insanitary  premises,  as  did  also  the  Enteric  Fever 
cases.  In  all  such  cases  steps  were  taken  to  remedy 
the  defects.  Three  cases  of  Typhus  Fever  (1  death) 
were  notified  from  a house  in  the  Sherburn  district, 
and  every  precaution  wTas  taken  to  prevent  an  extension 
of  the  disease  ; the  cause  of  the  outbreak  is  not  stated. 
There  wTere  8 deaths  from  Measles  (4  in  Sherburn) 
and  3 from  Diarrhoea.  Measles  was  prevalent  during 
the  year  in  many  parts  of  the  district.  The 
desirability  of  notifying  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough, 
and  of  providing  an  Isolation  Hospital  is  discussed  in 
the  report. 

General  San  it  at  ion. 

Accumulations  of  filth  at  East  Hetton  at  the 
time  of  the  miners’  strike  seriously  threatened  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants.  These  were  ultimately  removed  by 
the  colliery  company  and  disinfection  carried  out,  and 

* Exclusive  of  5 deaths  in  Sherburn  House  not  belonging  to  the  district, 
the  death-rate  is  22 ‘69  per  1,000, 


the  village  escaped  with  a single  case  of  Enteric  Fever. 
A proper  system  of  scavenging  and  ashpit  cleansing 
by  the  Authority  for  the  Township  of  Coxhoe  and 
Gilesgate  is  “imperatively  necessary.”  In  connection 
with  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  a house- 
to-house  inspection  of  several  villages  has  been  made, 
and  representations  made  to  the  Sanitary  Authority 

on  their  condition.  Where  necessary,  action  has  been 

* 

taken  to  secure  better  sanitary  requirements,  but  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  details  of  the  work  done  under 
this  important  Act  are  not  given  in  the  report,  as  by 
section  45  of  the  Act  such  details  are  required  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  County  Council.  Details  are  given 
of  the  results  of  analyses  of  1 1 well  waters,  7 of  which 
were  polluted  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  use. 
Special  precautions  were  recommended  against  an 
introduction  of  Cholera,  including  the  formation  of  an 
Emergency  Committee. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

(1)  The  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  and 
a Disinfecting  Apparatus  ; (2)  the  cleansing  of  ash- 
pits by  the  Authority,  at  any  rate  in  the  more  populous 
districts. 

DURHAM  UNION  (Western  District). 

E.  Jepson,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Piirth  rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

19,129  36*2*  17-8*  i*3*  176 

'*  These  rates  are  calculated  on  the  census  population  (1S91),  which  is 

18,770. 


Phthisis  death-rate,  1*2;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3*3.  77  deaths,  or  a percentage  of  22*9  per  cent, 

of  the  total  deaths,  were  uncertified.  Last  year  the 
percentage  of  uncertified  deaths  was  23. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

230  cases  were  reported  under  the  Notification 
Act,  or  10  less  than  during  1891.  Scarlet  Fever  was 
epidemic  at  Bearpark  in  March  and  April,  and  was 
probably  spread  by  school  attendance  ; there  was  also 
a slight  outbreak  in  August  at  Broompark.  while  in 
October  there  were  many  cases  in  the  Tudhoe  district. 
Of  the  6 deaths  from  the  disease  3 occurred  in  the 
Tudhoe  and  3 in  the  Elvet  Township.  Measles  was 

widely  epidemic  in  the  Tudhoe  district  during  June 

« 

and  July,  but  is  was  not  considered  advisable  to  close 
the  schools.  Throughout  the  district  there  were  14 
deaths  from  this  disease.  It  is  noticeable  that  while 
there  were  3 deaths  registered  from  Puerperal  Fever — 
a notifiable  disease — there  were  only  2 cases  notified. 
The  necessity  for  an  Isolation  Hospital,  especially  for 
isolating  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  farm 
houses,  is  pointed  out,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  recommends  the  erection  of  one  such  Hospital 
in  each  of  the  districts  about  Tudhoe,  Broompark,  and 
Kimblesworth,  also  a portable  Disinfecting  Apparatus. 
The  disinfection  of  infected  houses  does  not  appear  to 
receive  the  supervision  of  the  Authority. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  houses  at  Pity  Me,  mentioned  in  last 
year's  report,  are  still  without  any  means  of  drainage. 
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At  Butcher  Race  the  water  supply  is  “ most  unsatis- 
factory.'’ The  water  from  a well  at  Durham  Old 
Colliery  was  analysed,  and  reported  as  being  ol  good 
chemical  quality.  At  the  time  of  the  threatened 
introduction  of  Cholera,  a special  report  by  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  district  was  made,  pointing  out  the 
necessary  precautions  to  be  adopted,  and  printed 
instructions  were  distributed  through  the  district. 

Sa  n it  ary  Requ  irements. 

(i)  The  provision  ol  a suitable  Infectious 
Hospital  and  Disinfecting  Apparatus  ; (2)  sewerage  ot 
Pothouse  Row,  Pity  Me,  and  a proper  supply  of  water 
to  Butcher  Race  ; (3)  disinfection  of  infected  houses 
should  be  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 


E A S i N G T ( ) N U N ION. 


James  Arthur,  L.R.C. P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Estimated  Copulation, 

1892.  15 

irth-rate.  Death-rate. 

Zymotic-rate.  Mo 

Infant 

rtality-rate. 

38-523 

38 '6  23*1 

3 '86* 

1/6 

Phthisis 

death-rate,  1 '68 

; Respiratory 

death- 

rate,  3 ’6.  The 

death-rate,  zymotic-rate,  and 

infant 

Mortality-rate  are  all  very  high, 

attributable  in 

some 

measure  to  the  insanitary  conditions  prevailing  during 
the  strike. 

In-  fed  io  us  D is  eases. 

In  the  absence  ol  compulsory  notification 
ol  infectious  diseases,  their  prevalence  throughout  the 
district  cannot  be  accurately  gauged,  but  Measles, 

* The  zymotic-rate  given  in  the  report  does  not  include  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea,  which  should  be  included.  The  true  zymotic-rate  is  4*2  per  1,000. 
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Diphtheria,  and  Enteric  Fever  were  all  fatally  prevalent 
in  certain  townships.  A most  fatal  epidemic  of 

Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Hesleden  and  Wingate 
districts,  appearing  in  Hesleden  in  August,  and  in 
Wingate  and  Station  Town  at  the  end  of  September. 
Altogether  52  deaths  were  registered  from  Diphtheria 
and  9 from  Membranous  Croup,  and  of  these  48  of 
Diphtheria  and  all  the  deaths  from  Membranous 
Croup  occurred  in  the  Hesleden  and  Wingate  districts. 
Although  all  these  deaths  were  certified  by  qualified 
medical  men,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  questions 
the  accuracy  of  the  diagnosis,  and  states  that  at 
Hesleden  the  disease  was  a “ severe  form  of  the 
Rotheln  variety  of  Measles,  while  at  Wingate  and 
Station  Town  it  is  stated  to  be  a severe  throat  affection 
“ of  the  nature  of  a phagedoenic  ulceration  of  meteoric 
“ origin,  acting  with  facility  on  constitutions  impaired  by 
“ improper  feeding  and  depressed  by  the  unusually 
“ severe,  weather  then  obtaining.”  At  Wingate  and 
Station  Town  the  schools  were  closed  during  the 
progress  of  the  disease,  and  disinfectants  were  dis 
tributed  “ freely,”  gratis,  “ on  application  to  the 
Inspector.”  Measles  caused  48  deaths,  and  was 
epidemic  at  Haswell,  South  Hetton,  Thornley, 
Hesleden,  and  Wingate.  The  schools  were  closed  at 
South  Hetton  on  account  of  the  disease,  which  was 
prevalent  in  the  Easington  district  at  the  end  of  1891, 
and  disappeared  from  the  district  in  August,  1892. 
vScarlet  Fever  caused  7 deaths,  and  it  is  stated  that 
this  disease  was  also  probably  mistaken  for  varieties 


of  Measles.  Enteric  Fever  was  epidemic  in  Easington 
during  August  and  September,  and  was  traced 
to  the  drinking  of  polluted  water.  There  were  30 
cases  and  4 deaths  in  the  village.  10  cases  occurred 
in  Seaham,  and  were  generally  attributed  to  the  filthy 
habits  and  surroundings  of  the  families  affected.  8 
cases  occurred  at  South  Hetton,  the  result  of  drinking 
polluted  water  at  the  time  that  the  regular  water 
supply  was  stopped  by  the  miners'  strike.  The 
existence  ot  20  cases  was  also  ascertained  at  Murton, 
and  are  also  stated  to  have  been  caused  by  the  con- 
sumption of  polluted  water  at  the  time  of  the  strike. 
Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea  were  responsible  for 
14  and  13  deaths  respectively.  6 cases  of  Enteric 
Fever  were  treated  in  the  Fever  Hospital  at  Easington. 

General  Sanitation. 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  at  Haswell, 
Thornley,  and  Shotton  Colliery,  while  settling  tanks 
have  been  constructed  for  the  sewage  at  South 
Wingate.  Increased  privy  and  ashpit  accommodation 
has  been  provided  at  Trimdon  Foundry  (30  houses), 
Haswell  Moor  (60  houses),  and  Haswell  Plough  (12 
houses).  At  South  Hetton,  Wingate,  and  Thornley 
there  are  many  houses  without  privies,  but  notices  have 
been  served  to  provide  them  in  some  instances.  At 
Thornley  many  ol  the  houses  without  accommodation 
are  occupied  by  tramps,  are  unhealthy,  and,  “ under 
existing  circumstances,  cannot  possibly  be  put  in  a 
sanitary  condition.”  It  is  advised  that  these  houses 
should  be  closed  and  demolished.  At  Easington,  the 


water  supply,  which  was  from  wells,  and  was  re- 
sponsible for  an  epidemic  of  Enteric  Fever,  was 
wholly  condemned,  and  deep  borings  are  being  carried 
on  to  obtain  a better  supply  of  water  ; at  present  the 
water  is  brought  in  carts  from  a well  half  a mile  away. 
At  Thornley  a fair  supply  of  water  has  been  laid  on, 
and  improvements  in  the  supply  to  Wingate  are  being 
carried  out.  The  common  lodging-houses  (3  at 
Easington)  have  been  regularly  inspected.  3 dairies 
and  cowsheds  have  been  registered,  and  improvements 
in  some  of  those  already  registered  have  been  made. 

San  it  a ry  R equ  irements. 

(1)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  in 
this  populous  district  is  very  desirable,  as  well  as  the 
provision  of  a proper  Disinfecting  Apparatus  ; (2) 
improved  privy  accommodation  is  greatly  needed  at 
Haswell,  South  Hetton,  Thornley,  and  Wingate,  and 
the  cleansing  of  ashpits  should  be  undertaken  by 
the  Authority  in  the  more  populous  districts  ; (3)  the 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act  is  greatly  needed  with  regard  to 
insanitary  houses  in  many  parts  of  the  district,  notably 
at  Thornley,  Shotton,  and  Wingate  ; (4)  a better  water 
supply  is  very  necessary  for  Easington  Village,  and 
better  means  of  water  storage  at  Castle  Eden  Colliery 
and  other  mining  villages. 

HARTLEPOOL  UNION. 

S.  Gourlev,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate, 

2,278  32*9  16*2  1/3  106 
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Phthisis  death-rate,  2*6  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  2 ‘6.  The  district  is  purely  agricultural  and 
sparsely  populated,  their  being  7 7 acres  to  each 
inhabitant. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Only  4 cases  were  reported  under  the  Notifica- 
tion Act,  as  compared  with  9 for  1891.  The  two  cases 
(fatal)  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  on  a farm  supplied  by 
impure  well  water  ; a pure  supply  was  obtained,  and 
the  well  closed.  1 death  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  manure  depot  adjoining  the  highway  is  no 
longer  used,  and  a dangerous  nuisance  has  therefore 
been  remedied.  The  nuisance  from  a fish  manure 
manufactory  has  been  minimised  by  the  passing  of  the 
effluvia  through  the  furnace.  Special  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  condition  oi  dairies  and  cowsheds, 
and  great  improvements  have  been  made  in  most  of 
the  farm  buildings.  Most  of  the  cowsheds  allow  at 
least  700  cubic  feet  oi  air  space  for  each  animal, 
though  a few  of  the  older  byres  allow  less  than  600 
cubic  feet,  but  several  of  these  are  about  to  be 
improved.  50  houses  have  been  spouted,  and  the 
outlet  of  the  Cxreatham  drainage  has  been  carried 
further  from  the  village. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  the  condition  of 
the  public  pumps,  which  have  been  kept  in  good  order. 
The  scavenging  and  cleansing  of  ashpits  is  carried  out 
by  the  householders,  but  accumulations  of  filth  are 
prevented  by  the  frequent  visits  of  the  Inspector, 


Son itary  Requirements. 

None  referred  to. 

HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING  (Northern  Division). 
D.  S.  Park,  F. R.C.S.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

13,229  36-0  19-8  4‘3  *49 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 '6  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  37.  Phe  very  high  zymotic  death-rate  is  the 
result  of  the  great  mortality  from  Diphtheria,  the 
death-rate  from  which  was  2*8  per  1,000. 

In  feet  ions  Diseases. 

304  cases  were  reported  under  the  Notification 
Act,  a very  large  increase  over  the  number  for  1891 
(155  cases).  Diphtheria  was  by  far  the  most  prevalent 
and  fatal  zymotic  disease,  there  being  175  cases  and 
37  deaths.  The  disease  was  confined  almost  entirely 
to  the  Newbottle,  Penshaw,  and  West  Herrington 
districts,  and  broke  out  towards  the  end  of  January. 
It  was  epidemic  from  February  to  April,  when  its 
prevalence  declined,  though  sporadic  cases  occurred 
in  every  month  except  August,  and  in  November  the 
disease  again  became  prevalent.  Phe  seasonal  pre- 
valence of  the  disease  was  as  follows  : — 

First  quarter  ...  105  cases. 

Second  ,,  ...  17 

Third  ...  6 ,, 

Fourth  ,,  ...  47 

The  cause  of  the  first  outbreak  in  January 
could  not  be  definitelv  ascertained,  but  the  disease 


probably  originated  at  Sunniside,  where  3 cases 
occurred  at  the  end  of  November.  1891,  that 
were  attributed  to  accumulations  of  filth,  produced 
by  alterations  being  carried  out  in  the  privies  and 
ashpits.  From  there  the  disease  was  carried  to  the 
Paddock  Style  School,  and  then  rapidly  spread  by 
personal  infection  both  at  school  and  at  home. 
Throughout  the  epidemic  great  carelessness  was  shown 
by  the  parents  in  isolating  cases  of  the  disease,  visiting 
at  infected  houses,  even  with  young  children,  being 
frequently  carried  on.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
houses  in  which  the  disease  broke  out  during  the  first 
epidemic  was  generally  good,  and  no  blame  could  be 
attached  to  the  milk  supply,  which  was  carefully 
investigated  Every  possible  precaution  was  taken  by 
the  Authority  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading,  and 
the  schools  were  closed  and  thoroughly  disinfected, 
and  all  the  books  burnt.  With  regard  to  the  second 
outbreak  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  noticed 
that  the  cases  chiefly  occurred  in  low  lying 
houses,  and  that  the  disease  was  not  confined  to 
children.  The  rainfall  for  October  was  very  heavy, 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suggests  that  the 
increased  prevalence  of  the  disease  may  have  been  due 
to  a rising  of  the  ground  water,  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  rendering  the  low  lying  houses  damp,  and  of 
forcing  into  them  ground  air,  probably  containing 
specific  organisms  from  the  previous  epidemic.  75 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  reported,  and  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  the  disease  was  almost  entirely  confined  to 


the  districts  invaded  by  Diphtheria,  and  the  seasonal 
prevalence  of  the  disease  also  coincided.  13  of  the 
27  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  4 houses, 
“ clearly  shewing  the  necessity  for  a hospital,  where 
home  isolation  is  impracticable.''  Insanitary  sur- 
roundings  were  connected  with  many  of  the  cases. 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  both  epidemic 
in  the  Herrington  district  during  July,  and  spread  to 
Bank  Head  and  other  parts  of  the  union.  A Hot  Air 
Disinfecting  Apparatus  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Authority,  but  at  present  does  not  appear  in  favour 
with  the  inhabitants.  It  has  also  been  decided  to 
erect  an  Iron  Isolation  Hospital  for  12  beds  (3  wards) 
for  this  part  of  the  district,  and  the  work  is  being 
proceeded  with. 

General  Sanitation. 

During  the  miners'  strike  the  usual  water 
supply  gave  out,  and  water  had  to  be  carted  to  various 
parts  of  the  district  from  local  springs.  Dr.  Park 
points  out  the  desirability  of  having  a water  supply 
which  should  not  be  affected  or  stopped  by  trade 
disputes.  A large  portion  of  the  district  is  supplied  by 
the  Houghton-le-Spring  water,  which  appears  to  be 
liable  to  intermittent  pollution.  Except  during  the 
strike,  when  many  grave  nuisances  occurred,  the 
scavenging  was  done  fairly  satisfactorily.  Many  im- 
provements have  been  carried  out  in  various  parts  of 
the  district  during  the  year,  of  which  the  laying  of  new 
sewers,  increased  and  improved  privy  accommodation 
and  spouting  are  the  chief.  A sewerage  scheme  for 


the  district  has  been  approved,  and  will  be  immediately 
commenced. 

Sanitary  Requirements . 

( i ) Careful  attention  should  be  paid  to  the 
water  supply,  for  if  it  be  polluted  the  health  of  the 
district  may  at  any  time  become  seriously  affected  ; (2) 
the  supply  of  water  and  the  cleansing  of  ashpits  should 
be  under  the  control  of  the  Authority,  and  both  be 
independent  of  trade  disputes. 

HOUG H TON- LE-SP RING  UNION  (Southern 

Division). 

j.  R.  Sutherland,  L.R.C.S.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

19,186  43*i  187*  1*82+  I/O 

Phthisis  death-rate,  ri  ; Respiratory  death- 

rate,  3 ’8. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

143  cases  were  notified,  as  against  64  in 
1891.  Enteric  Fever  was  the  most  prevalent  disease 
(74  cases),  and  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  Hetton 
district,  where  65  cases  occurred  with  9 deaths.  As 
to  the  cause  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease,  an 
examination  of  both  the  water  and  milk  supplies 
showed  that  they  were  perfectly  satisfactory.  Owing 
to  clefts  in  the  magnesian  limestone,  the  water  supply 
might  possibly  be  contaminated,  but  chemical  analysis 

* Exclusive  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  Workhouse  and  belonging  to  the 
district. 

t The  Zymotic-rate  given  in  the  report  does  not  include  S deaths  from 
Diarrhoea,  The  correct  rate  is  2‘i9  per  1000. 
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did  not  detect  any  pollution.  At  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  in  August,  the  ashpits  were  being 
frequently  and  carefully  cleansed  and  disinfected 
to  guard  against  an  introduction  of  Cholera.  The 
probable  cause  of  the  disease  is  not  stated,  but  as 
serious  defects  in  drainage  and  privy  accommodation 
exist  at  Brickgarth  and  in  other  localities  where  it  was 
prevalent,  it  is  very  probable  that  the  disease  was 
connected  with  these  insanitary  conditions.  There 
were  53  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  with  3 deaths,  while 
there  were  9 deaths  from  Measles  and  8 from 
Whooping  Cough,  and  the  two  last  named  diseases 
were  rather  prevalent  throughout  the  district.  A 
Disinfecting  Apparatus  has  been  provided,  and  an 
Infectious  Hospital  is  about  to  be  erected,  which  will 
be  similar  to  the  one  tor  the  northern  portion  of  the 
U nion. 

( re n e ra l Sa n ita t io n . 

Insanitary  houses  exist  at  Brickgarth  and 
Murton  Lane,  the  drainage  being  bad,  and  some  of 
the  houses  very  damp,  and  there  is  an  absence  of 
privy  accommodation.  At  Brickgarth  some  of  the 
houses  are  greatly  overcrowded,  and  in  the  worst  cases, 
especially  where  the  houses  are  insanitary,  the  tenants 
have  been  ordered  to  vacate  them.  Except  in 
Hetton  district,  the  scavenging  has  not  been 
satisfactory,  and  there  have  been  many  complaints  of 
neglect.  Several  houses  at  the  Raintons  have  been 
closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  by  magistrates’  order. 
Johnson’s  Row,  West  Rainton,  is  still  in  an  insanitary 
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condition,  owing  to  the  position  of  the  privies,  and  a 
depot  for  midden  refuse  situated  close  to  the  village  is 
a great  nuisance,  and  no  further  deposit  should  be 
allowed.  There  is  still  a want  of  privy  accommodation 
at  Middle  Rainton.  The  water  supply,  apart  from  the 
possibilies  of  pollution  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever,  has  generally  been 
fair.  At  Middle  Rainton  however  it  has  been  deficient 
in  quantity  and  irregular  in  supply,  and  the  Waskerley 
Water  Company  have  been  asked  to  supply  the  village. 
At  the  Stable  Farm  and  Blue  House  Farm  the  water 
supply  is  extremely  bad. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

(1)  Improvement  in  drainage  and  drain  traps 
at  Brickgarth.  Easington  Lane,  and  Hetton  ; (2) 
the  provision  of  proper  privy  accommodation  at  Brick- 
garth,  Murton  Lane,  and  Middle  Rainton  ; (3)  the 
enforcement  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act  with  regard  to  insanitary  houses  at  Brickgarth  ; 
(4)  better  water  supply  for  Middle  Rainton  and  for  the 
Blue  House  and  Stable  Farms  ; (5)  the  cleansing  of 
ashpits  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Authority. 

LANCHESTER  UNION  (Medomsley  Division). 

W.  T.  Bolton,  L.R  C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate..  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

7,111  36*  56  15*89  2*1  l6l 

Phthisis  death-rate  ri  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate  3*6.  The  death-rate  is  much  lower  than  in  1891 


ftl 

(19*4),  but  the  infant  mortality-rate  is  unsatisfactory, 
especially  at  Medomsley,  where  nearly  50  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths  were  among  children  under  1 year  of 
age. 

Infections  Diseases. 

81  cases  were  notified,  a decrease  of  46  when 
compared  with  1891.  .Scarlet  Fever  and  Erysipelas 
were  most  prevalent  with  31  and  15  cases  respectively. 
Measles  was  the  most  fatal  disease  with  10  deaths,  but 
its  seasonal  prevalence  and  distribution  over  the  district 
is  not  mentioned.  Diphtheria  caused  2 deaths  and 
Membranous  Croup  1.  No  patients  were  removed  to 
the  Fever  Hospital  at  Leadgate.  House  disinfection 
is  advised  after  infectious  disease,  but  there  is  no 
Disinfecting  Apparatus. 

Gene  ra  l Sa  n it  a t ion . 

The  water  supply  by  the  Consett  Water  Co. 
is  generally  good.  At  Black  Hall  Mill  the  supply  is 
bad  and  is  stated  to  be  obtained  from  three  wells  which 
are  “ at  times  complained  ol  and  do  not  get  regularly 
cleaned  out.’’  Scavenging  is  much  better  attended  to 
by  the  farmers  than  formerly,  except  during  bad 
weather.  The  milk  and  meat  supply  are  reported  to 
have  been  good,  and  the  condition  of  the  slaughter 
houses  and  cow  sheds  satisfactory.  The  nuisances 
which  have  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  have  been  remedied  without  urgent  measures. 
The  sanitary  improvements  carried  out  during  the  year 
include  new  sewerage  works  at  Medomsley  and 
Medomsley  Edge,  as  well  as  works  tor  the  disposal  of 


the  sewage  by  broad  irrigation.  New  surface  drainage 
and  spouting  have  been  provided  at  Milk  Well  Burn 
Village,  new  privies  and  covered  ashpits  at  Medomsley 
Edge,  and  new  spouting  at  Stannifordam. 

San  it  a ry  Requirements . 

(i)  The  provision  of  a proper  Disinfecting 
Apparatus  ; (2)  improvement  of  the  water  supply  at 
Black  Hall  Mill  appears  to  be  necessary. 

LANCHESTER  UNION  (Lanchester  District). 
John  Wilson,  M.  D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

16,419*  37*0  19*0  1*2  159 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 '5  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  5*2  (high).  The  death-rate  from  acute  lung 
diseases,  though  lower  than  last  year,  is  still  very 
high. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Of  the  407  cases  notified,  no  fewer  than  357 
were  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Last  year  there  were  260 
notifications,  of  which  1 88  were  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
This  disease  was  chiefly  prevalent  in  the  Esh  and 
Cornsay  districts,  and  must  have  been  of  an  extremely 
mild  type,  as  only  4 deaths  occurred,  giving  a case 
mortality  of  only  1 per  cent.  Dr.  Wilson  points  out 
that  the  disease  was  spread  by  the  mothers  taking 
healthy  children  to  infected  houses,  and  also  by  infected 

* The  population,  16,419,  is  that  of  the  census  (1S91),  but  during  1892, 
part  of  the  district  at  South  Moor  was  included  in  the  new  Stanley  Urban 
district,  and  the  population  for  1S92  wall  therefore  be  about  the  same  as  at  the 
time  of  the  census. 
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children,  owing  to  want  of  isolation,  being  put  to  sleep 
with  children  free  from  the  disease  ; and  he  states 
“ that  it  is  impossible  for  any  Sanitary  Authority  to 
“ battle,  with  any  amount  of  success,  against  a rapidly 
“ spreading  disease  like  Scarlet  Fever  without  having  at 
“command  a proper  place  lor  isolation."  Of  the  17 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever  (4  deaths)  7 occurred  at  Satley, 
but,  though  no  cause  could  be  discovered,  improve- 
ments in  the  water  supply  have  been  made.  There 
was  1 death  from  Diphtheria  and  2 from  Membranous 
Croup. 

General  Sa  n it  at  ion. 

New  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  are 
being  laid  down  at  Esh  and  Burnhope.  At  the  latter 
place  some  of  the  older  houses  are  being  raised  a 
storey,  and  six  were  so  improved  during  the  year. 
New  drains  and  paving  have  been  laid  down  at  Langley 
Park  and  Quebec,  and  ashpits  have  been  improved  at 
Langley  Park.  At  Newhouse  Cottages  the  ventilation 
of  the  sewers  has  been  improved,  as  also  has  the 
drainage  at  Cornsay  Colliery,  Wilk's  Hill  Cottages, 
Lanchester,  and  other  places.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  points  out  the  importance  of  regularly 
cleansing  the  middens  in  the  district,  and  “ they  ought 
“to  be  properly  cleaned  out  and  disinfected  at  least 
“ once  a week,  which  will  assist  in  putting  a stop  to 
“ preventable  disease."  There  is  no  reference  to  general 
water  supply. 

San  it  a ry  Reg  u ire  merits. 

(1)  A suitable  hospital  and  Disinfecting 


Apparatus  ; (2)  a more  frequent  cleansing  of  middens 
appears  necessary,  and  this  work  would  be  best  under- 
taken by  the  Authority. 

MANCHESTER  (Stanley  District). 

T.  Benson,  L. R.C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

23,170*  37 '5  i6'4  2'3  136 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*2;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  2*4. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

288  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  as 

against  278  in  1891.  Scarlet  Fever  was  very 

prevalent,  especially  from  January  to  April,  and  from 

August  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  was  also  very  fatal 

(16  deaths).  Carelessness  of  parents,  want  of  dread  of 

the  disease,  and  the  schools  are  stated  to  have  been  the 

cause  of  its  prevalence  in  the  district.  The  disease  does 

not  appear  to  have  been  prevalent  in  the  Stanley  Urban 

district  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  (r  death). 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  the  Causey  district  in 

April  and  May,  and  again  throughout  the  whole 

district  from  September  to  N ovember.  1 1 was  then  most 

prevalent  at  East  Pontop.  Catchgate,  Kvo,  and  Lintz, 

and  at  the  last-named  place  the  schools  were  closed 

“with  most  satisfactory  results.”  Whooping  Cough 

caused  6 and % Diarrhoea  15  deaths.  There  was  no 

death  from  Enteric  Fever  in  the  district,  and  only  1 

✓ 

* The  village  of  Stan.le\  was  formed  into  a Local  Board  District  at  the 
end  of  May  (population,  8,320),  but  for  statistical  purposes  the  births,  deaths, 
etc.,  arc  included  in  the  rural  district  for  1892. 


from  Diphtheria.  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was 
removed  to  the  Leadgate  Fever  Hospital,  but  there  is 
no  Disinfecting  Apparatus  for  the  district. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  Consett  water  supply  has  been  laid  on  to 
nearly  all  the  houses  at  Tanfield,  Causey  Rows,  and 
Andrew’s  Houses.  The  villages  throughout  the  district 
are  now  provided  with  a good  supply  of  water.  6 houses 
have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  in  different  parts 
of  the  district.  New  sewers  and  also  sewage  disposal 
works,  on  the  downward  intermittent  filtration  principle, 
have  been  laid  down  for  the  villages  of  Tantobie  and 
White-le- Head,  and  new  sewerage  works  are  being  con- 
structed at  Havannah,  Annfield  Plain,  Kyo,  Catchgate, 
and  Hare  Law.  The  removal  of  midden  refuse  is 
carried  out  in  the  colliery  villages  by  men  appointed 
by  the  colliery,  and  is,  on  the  whole,  well  done.  The 
common  lodging-houses  (two)  have  been  kept  clean, 
and  the  slaughter-houses  and  dairies  and  cowsheds 
have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

San  it  ary  Requ  ir entente . 

A proper  Disinfecting  Apparatus  and  better 
means  of  coping  with  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases 
appear  to  be  desirable. 

SEDGEFIELD  UNION. 

G.  R.  Sheraton,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

18,431  40-3  19-6  2 -4  154 


Phthisis  death-rate,  1*05;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3*5.  The  death-rate  varied  from  14*8  in  the 
agricultural  portions  of  the  district,  (Sedgeheld  and 
Bishopton),  to  20'6  in  the  mining  and  limestone 
districts,  (Cornforth,  Trimdon,  etc.) 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Notification  Act  has  not  been  adopted, 
and  it  is  therefore  impossible  “ to  form  even  an 
“ approximate  idea  of  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
“ disease  within  the  sanitary  district."  Its  adoption  is 
strongly  recommended.*  Scarlet  Fever  caused  4 
deaths,  and  was  confined  chieflv  to  the  Trimdon  and 
Ferry  hill  Divisions.  Diphtheria  caused  2 deaths  at 
West  Cornforth,  and  may  have  resulted  from  the 
insanitary  condition  of  the  privies  for  want  of  emptying. 
Measles  was  epidemic  in  most  of  the  villages  and 
caused  14  deaths.  Enteric  Fever  (or  Infantile 
Remittent  Fever)  caused  2 deaths  at  Trimdon  Colliery, 
and  was  probably  imported.  Two  cases  of  Small-pox 
(1  death)  occurred  in  December  at  an  old  common 
lodging-house  at  Sedgeheld.  In  the  absence  of  an 
Isolation  Hospital,  the  first  case  was  isolated,  as  far 
as  possible,  in  the  lodging-house,  and  the  other 
occupants  were  also  quarantined  there,  and  every  pre- 
caution taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  but 
when  the  second  case  occurred  the  greater  number 
decamped  during  the  night.  A portable  Disinfecting 
Apparatus  has  been  provided,  and  a Committee  has 
been  appointed  to  consider  the  best  site  for  erecting 


* The  Notification  Act  was  adopted  March,  1893. 
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an  Infectious  Hospital. 

General  Sanitation. 

Improvements  in  sewerage  have  been  carried 
out  in  several  parts  of  the  district,  and  at  Chilton  and 
Sedgefield  pipes  and  channels  have  been  laid  down  for 
disposing  of  the  sewage  by  surface  irrigation.  The  4 
common  lodging-houses,  with  the  exception  of  that  at 
Sedgefield,  have  been  kept  satisfactorily,  but  it  is 
stated  that  “ registers  are  not  kept,  and  no  information 
can  be  gained  as  to  the  number  of  lodgers."  Improve- 
ments are  gradually  being  carried  out  in  the  98 
registered  cowsheds,  and  the  slaughter-houses  (40) 
have  also  been  inspected  and  found  fairly  satisfactory, 
though  in  some  instances  they  directly  communicate 
with  the  dwelling-house.  The  cleansing  of  middens 
and  scavenging  at  West  Cornforth  is  badly  done,  and 
Dr.  Sheraton  urges  the  Authority  to  arrange  for  its 
removal  by  contract.  A magistrates’  order  was 
obtained  to  provide  270  houses  at  Trimdon  Colliery 
with  privy  accommodation  ; this  has  not  yet  been  done, 
but  it  is  stated  that  the  work  will  be  carried  out  as 
soon  as  the  weather  permits.  There  appear  to  be  no 
building  bye-laws  in  force  in  the  district. 

Sanitary  Requirements . 

(1)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  and 
the  provision  of  a suitable  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ; 
(2)  the  cleansing  of  the  middens  in  the  more  populous 
districts,  and  particularly  at  West  Cornforth,  should  be 
undertaken  by  the  Authority  ; (3)  new  building  bye- 
laws are  greatly  needed. 


SOUTH  SHIELDS  UNION. 

J.  Grant,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

12,200  32’3  17*4  i ‘8  152 

Phthisis  death-rate,  3*2  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3*8.  The  high  Infant  Mortality  and  death-rate 
from  Phthisis  is  stated  to  be  augmented  in  the  Harton 
district  by  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  house's  and 
surroundings.  The  zymotic  death-rate  was  very  high 
in  the  Whitburn  and  Harton  districts,  3*8  and  3*5  per 
1,000  respectively. 

Infectious  Diseases . 

The  Notification  Act  was  not  in  operation 
during  the  year,  but  was  adopted  in  December. 
Enteric  Fever  caused  4 deaths,  of  which  2 were  at 
Harton  and  1 at  Whitburn,  and  in  connection  with 
these  cases  insanitary  conditions  existed.  Scarlet 
Fever  caused  2 deaths,  and  the  disease  was  chiefly 
confined  to  the  Boldon  and  Harton  districts.  7 deaths 
were  recorded  from  Diarrhoea,  all  of  which  were  in  the 
Whitburn  and  Harton  districts,  where  insanitary  con- 
ditions were  reported  to  exist,  and  there  were  6 deaths 
from  Whooping  Cough,  chiefly  in  Boldon  and  Harton. 
The  district  is  unprovided  with  any  means  of  disin- 
fecting infected  clothing,  and  no  cases  were  removed 
to  the  South  Shields  Fever  Hospital  during  the  year. 

General  Sanitation. 

Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector.  In 


Harton  district  many  insanitary  conditions  appear  to 
exist,  and  special  reference  is  made  to  the  insanitary 
condition  of  “ Isaac’s  and  Scott’s  properties.”  At 
Harton  Green  Lane,  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  “ again  and  again  examined  and  reported 
upon,”  some  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  but 
at  the  end  of  the  year  much  of  this  property  was  still 
most  unhealthy.  The  existence  of  insanitary  houses 
is  also  mentioned  at  West  Row  and  Double  Row, 
Harton  Colliery,  and  orders  have  been  given  for  the 
defects  to  be  remedied.  At  Whitburn,  the  very- 
insanitary  conditions  at  Elder’s  Buildings  (see  last 
year’s  summary)  still  exist,  the  worst  defect  being, 
apparently,  the  proximity  of  insanitary  privies  to  the 
houses.  At  Fowler  Street  the  middens  are  within  three 
feet  of  the  houses,  while  at  Elder’s  Buildings  and  some 
adjacent  houses  the  middens  are  5^2  feet  distant.  With 
regard  to  Fowler  Street,  Dr.  Grant  says  “ Typhoid 
“ Fever  is  often  here  except  in  the  dead  of  winter,”  and, 
in  speaking  of  Elder’s  Buildings,  he  says,  ‘‘this  condition 
“ of  houses  and  necessaries  has  frequently  given  rise  to 
“ Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Diarrhoea,”  and  the 
first-named  disease  broke  out  in  this  very  property  in 
November,  as  it  did  also  at  Harton  Green  Lane  and 
Harton  Colliery,  where  insanitary  conditions  existed. 
Dilapidated  middens  at  Boldon  Colliery  have  been 
repaired,  and  the  Authority  have  contracted  for  the 
cleansing  of  middens  in  the  Harton  district.  This 
work  is  evidently  badly  done  at  Whitburn.  The 
water  supply  to  the  district  is  good,  except  at  Marsden 
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Colliery,  to  which  place  it  has  to  be  carted  from 
Whitburn.  The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  slaughter- 
houses have  been  inspected,  and  the  Authority  has 
ordered  that  the  various  defects  noticed  should  be 
remedied. 

San  it  a ry  R eq  u iremen  ts. 

(i)  A Disinfecting  Apparatus  should  be  pro- 
vided ; (2)  the  many  insanitary  conditions  at  Harton 
and  Whitburn,  referred  to  in  the  report,  should  be 
remedied  at  once  ; (3)  the  wrork  of  cleansing  and 
emptying  middens  should  be  undertaken  by  the 
Authority  in  the  Whitburn  and  Boldon  districts  ; (4) 
a better  w7ater  supply  for  Marsden  Colliery  appears 
necessarv. 

j 

STOCKTON  UNION. 


J.  W.  B landford,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer  of 


Health. 

Census  Population, 

Infant 

1891. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate. 

Mortality-rate. 

I 1,970* 

00 

b 

<-0 

<5'8  1 '3 

l6o 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 *o ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  2 ‘9.  The  Infant  Mortality-rate  is  very  high,  the 
result  probably  of  Infantile  neglect. 

In fectio  us  D is  eases . 

24  cases  notified,  as  against  107  in  1891, 
There  were  11  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  and  3 deaths, 
and  insanitary  conditions  were  detected  in  some 
instances.  Measles  was  epidemic  at  Long  Newton 
and  Billingham,  and  the  schools  were  ordered  to  be 

— — — — - — j 

* The  estimated  population  1892  is  given  as  11,537,  but  the  birth,  death- 

rates,  etc.,  are  calculated  on  the  census  population,  1891. 


closed.  Diarrhoea  was  responsible  for  6 deaths,  In- 
fluenza for  5,  and  Whooping  Cough  for  3.  All  cases 
of  infectious  disease  are  visited,  and  every  precaution 
taken  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading.  There 
appears  to  be  no  Disinfecting  Apparatus,  and  no  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Middlesborough  Fever  Hospital, 
of  which  the  Authority  have  the  use.  The  notification 
of  human  tuberculosis  is  recommended. 


General  Sanitation. 

Haverton  Hill  village  has  been  flagged, 
channelled,  and  paved,  and  its  sanitary  condition  is 
much  improved.  In  view  of  the  possible  introduction 
of  Cholera,  an  Assistant  Inspector  was  temporarily 
appointed,  and  a house-to-house  inspection  carried  out, 
with  the  result  that  a great  many  nuisances,  mostly 
connected  with  open  middens,  were  reported  to  the 
Authority,  and  the  hope  is  expressed  that  these  will  be 
done  away  with.  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfac- 
tory, and  has  been  extended  to  Billingham  and 
Egglescliffe.  The  scavenging  has  been  well  done, 
and  has  been  let  by  contract  for  two  more  villages, 
Wolviston  and  Billingham,  the  refuse  to  be  removed 
weekly.  The  majority  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies 
have  been  inspected  and  altered  to  comply  with  the 
bye  -laws,  and  have  generally  been  much  improved. 
The  report  also  deals  separately  with  the  health  of 
each  township  and  with  the  improvements  effected 
therein  during  the  year.  The  general  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  district  appears  to  be  good,  but  there  is  a 
want  of  spouting  to  some  houses  in  Norton,  and  the 


streets  there  appear  to  be  badly  made. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

None  referred  to,  but  there  appears  to  be 
need  of  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of 
Norton. 

SUNDERLAND  UNION. 

T.  Coke  Squance,  M.D.,  L.S.Sc.,  etc.,  Medical 

Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

17,936  zj.o‘4  1 8' 1 i’ii  166 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 *36  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3 ’3.  The  birth  and  death-rates  were  highest  in 
the  Bishopwearmouth  District  ; the  population,  how- 
ever, is  probably  under-estimated  for  that  district,  as 
it  is  also  over-estimated  for  Monkwearmouth,  but  till 
the  official  census  figures  are  published,  the  correct 
population  cannot  be  given.  The  Infant  Mortality- 
rate  is  higher  than  in  1891,  and  Dr.  Squance  points 
out  that  all  the  deaths  from  Debility  (17)  and  21  of  the 
23  deaths  irom  Premature  Birth  occurred  in  Ryhope, 
where  the  sanitary  surroundings  are  in  many  parts 
very  unsatisfactory. 

Injections  Diseases. 

159  cases  were  reported,  or  27  more  than  in 
1891.  Scarlet  Fever  was  most  prevalent  with  96 
cases,  but  the  type  of  the  disease,  which  was  chiefly 
confined  to  Ryhope,  was  very  mild,  and  there  was  only 
1 death.  Of  the  29  cases  of  Enteric  F'ever,  12  wore 
reported  at  New  Silks  worth  in  September,  but  no 


cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  outbreak  ; the  other 
cases  of  the  disease  were  sporadic.  Measles  was 
epidemic  in  the  Bishopwearmouth  District  and  caused 
10  deaths,  and  6 deaths  were  registered  from  Whooping 
Cough.  .Special  precautions  were  taken  at  the  time  of 
the  threatened  visitation  of  Cholera,  the  sewers  being 
well  Hushed  and  the  middens  more  frequently  cleansed 
and  disinfected.  Vaccination  was  also  recommended 
by  means  of  posters  and  handbills  when  Small-pox 
broke  out  in  the  county  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One 
patient  suffering  from  Enteric  Fever  was  removed 
to  the  Sunderland  Fever  Hospital,  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  which  infectious  patients  may  be 
removed  there.  There  is  no  Disinfecting  Apparatus 
provided  for  the  district. 

General  Sanitation. 

Special  attention  is  drawn  in  the  report  to  the 
grossly  insanitary  condition  of  many  of  the  colliery 
houses  at  Ryhope.  The  privies  and  ashpits  are 
generally  in  a bad  state  of  repair,  the  street  channels 
are  foul  and  defective,  and  the  houses  are  old  and, 
in  many  instances,  dilapidated  and  badly  spouted  ; to 
make  matters  worse,  many  of  the  houses  have  been 
divided  up  to  accommodate  two  families,  and,  as  a 
result,  overcrowding  occurs  ; the  houses  are  deprived 
of  through  ventilation,  and  privy  accommodation  is 
insufficient.  “ Such  a condition  of  affairs  is  neither 
“conducive  to  health  nor  decency,"  and  Dr.  Squance 
also  says  that  “if  proper  convenient'  vs  are  not  pro- 
“ vided  and  overcrowding  prevented,  many  of  the 


“ houses  should  be  closed.”  At  Ryhope  Street  South 
the  middens  are  stated  to  be  in  a dilapidated  and 
disgraceful  condition,  and  many  of  the  houses  are 
damp,  owing  to  want  of  proper  spouting.  At  New 
Silksworth  many  of  the  houses  have  been  divided  up 
to  accommodate  two  families,  but  they  are  better 
built,  and  conveniences  have  been  provided  where 
necessary.  At  New  Silksworth  and  Ryhope  the  ash- 
pits are  cleansed  by  the  colliery  proprietors,  and  the 
work  has  been  well  done,  and  also  at  Ford  where  the 
work  is  undertaken  by  the  Authority.  The  water 
supply  is  good  ; that  supplied  to  New  Silksworth  from 
the  pit,  and  also  that  obtained  from  wells  have  been 
analysed  and  found  of  good  quality.  Two  cowsheds 
have  been  improved  as  to  ventilation  and  cubic  space, 
and  the  condition  ol  the  byres  throughout  the  district 
is  generally  good,  though  the  bye-laws  under  the 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order  are  still  unconfirmed. 
At  Fulwell,  improved  ventilation  of  the  sewer  is  to  be 
carried  out. 

San  it  ary  Requirements. 

(i)  A Disinfecting  Apparatus  should  be  pro- 
vided for  the  district  ; (2)  Energetic  steps  should  be 
taken  to  remedy  the  insanitary  conditions  at  Ryhope, 
referred  to  in  the  report,  which  render  many  of  the 
houses  unfit  for  habitation,  and  on  no  account  should 
it  be  allowed  that  such  houses,  built  originally  for  one 
tenant,  be  altered  to  accommodate  two  families, 
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TEESDALE  UNION  (Middleton  Division). 

J.  Atkinson,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-Rate.  Mortality-rate. 

3,804  26*8  l8*l  1*05  147 

Phthisis  death-rate,  2*8  (high)  ; Respiratory 
death-rate,  3*6.  The  death-rate  was  lowest  at  New- 
biggen  (10*5  per  1,000)  and  highest  at  Middleton  (2  2’q). 
This  is  a very  high  rate  for  a small  country  town. 

/ n fectious  D is  eases. 

Enteric  Fever  appears  to  have  been  the  only 
disease  that  came  under  notice  during  the  year,  and 
there  were  six  cases,  all  occurring  in  the  second  quarter, 

4 of  which  were  at  Middleton  (3  deaths)  and  2 at 
Ettersgill  ( 1 death).  The  cause  of  the  outbreak  at  the 
latter  place  could  not  be  detected,  and  the  conditions 
in  connection  with  the  cases  at  Middleton  are  not 
referred  to.  The  district  is  entirely  unprovided  with 
any  means  ot  combating  outbreaks  of  infectious 
diseases. 

General  Sanitation. 

No  special  sanitary  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year,  “ but  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments about  the  farmhouses  are  gradually  improving.” 
The  slaughter-houses  are  not  registered,  but  those  that 
have  come  under  notice  have  been  kept  clean.  Some 
of  the  cowbyres  and  dairies  are  deficient  in  light,  “ but 
this  fault  is  gradually  getting  remedied.”  The  only 
common  lodging-house  has  been  well  kept.  Lead 
poisoning  is  much  less  prevalent  among  the  smelters 
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at  Blackton  Mill  than  was  the  case  a few  years  ago. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  men  work 
shorter  hours  (8  instead  of  12),  are  changed  to  different 
parts  of  the  works  more  frequently,  and  take  greater 
precautions  against  poisoning  by  wearing  woollen 
respirators  and  taking  dilute  acid  drinks  during  work 
hours. 

Sanitary  R equ irements . 

(1)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act; 
(2)  the  prevention  of  the  pollution  of  the  Tees  by 
sewage  from  Middleton.  The  continuously  high  death- 
rate  of  Middleton,  which,  during  the  past  four  years, 
has,  on  the  average,  exceeded  21  per  1,000,  appears  to 
point  to  the  existence  of  insanitary  conditions,  and 
requires  explanation. 

The  report  is  not  printed. 

TEESDALE  UNION  (Barnard  Castle  Division). 

Alfred  H.  Sevier,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

1,004  23*9  8*96  Nil.  41 

Phthisis  death-rate,  2-o  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3 'g.  The  small  population  of  the  Durham 
portion  of  this  district  renders  the  vital  statistics 
unreliable,  but  they  are,  nevertheless,  very  satisfactory. 

In  feet  ions  Diseases. 

The  Notification  Act  is  not  in  operation,  and 
the  only  cases  that  came  under  the  notice  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  were  3 of  Scarlet  hover 


at  Streatham  and  Stainton.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  any  zymotic  disease. 

General  Sanitation. 

“ The  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  has 
been  satisfactory  during  the  year.”  Stainton  village 
has  been  improved,  and  several  houses  have  been  put 
into  a better  sanitary  condition.  The  dairies  and 
cowsheds  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  specially 

recommends  the  adoption  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act. 

TEESDALE  UNION  (Staindrop  Division), 

F.  H.  H omfray,  L. R.C.F.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

6,166  30-97  20*43  i‘3  1 15 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 *6  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  2*1.  The  death-rate  is  higher  than  it  has  been 
for  many  years,  the  increased  mortality  being  almost 
entirely  among  old  people,  and  chiefly  in  the  Staindrop 
and  Winston  districts. 

In  fectious  D is  eases. 

As  the  Notification  Act  is  not  in  operation,  the 
exact  prevalence  of  Infectious  diseases  cannot  be 
ascertained.  Scarlet  Fever  caused  2 deaths,  1 at 
Cockfield,  and  the  other  at  Gain  ford.  At  the  latter 
place  the  disease  became  epidemic  in  November  and 


December,  and  the  schools  were  therefore  closed,  with 
the  good  result  of  preventing  a further  spread  of  the 
disease.  Measles  was  prevalent  throughout  the  Cock- 
field  district,  but  there  was  only  one  death  ; one  also  at 
Staindrop.  The  only  fatal  case  of  Enteric  Fever 
occurred  in  the  Staindrop  district.  As  in  other 
divisions  of  this  Union  there  appears  to  be  no  means 
of  combating  with  outbreaks  of  Infectious  disease. 

General  Sanitation. 

A careful  inspection  of  every  district  was  made 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  district 
generally  is  considered  to  be  in  a very  satisfactory 
state.  “ Cowsheds,  middens  and  other  places  I have 
visited  and  found  to  be  satisfactory.''  Cockfield  and 
Woodland  has  an  entirely  mining  population.  A good 
water  supply  has  been  laid  on  to  this  district,  though 
it  is  stated  to  be  interfered  with  by  the  demands  of  the 
colliery.  “ The  sanitary  arrangements  are  quite  as 
good  as  can  be  expected.”  Staindrop  district  is  kept 
clean,  and  is  improving,  but  there  is  “ still  room  for 
more  improvement.” 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act,  and  the 
provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  for  the 
more  populous  districts  (Cockfield)  is  desirable.  In 
his  report  for  1891,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
reported  very  serious  overcrowding  at  Cockfield,  and 
a1  so  absence  of  water  supply  at  Winston,  but  the 
present  report  does  not  state  whether  these  matters 
have  been  remedied. 


WEAR  DALE  (St.  John’s  Division). 

C.  C.  Hewitson,  M.R.C.S.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality -rate, 

3,510  2279  1576  I72  15O 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*99;  Respiratory  death- 
rate,  2*28. 

14  cases  of  Scarlet  Lever  came  under  notice 
during  the  year  ; they  were  all  of  a mild  type,  and 
confined  to  four  houses.  There  were  7 cases  of  Enteric 
Fever  (no  death),  and  five  of  the  cases,  which  occurred 
in  one  house  at  Westgate,  were  probably  caused  by 
the  consumption  of  polluted  water,  the  use  of  which 
was  discontinued.  Disinfectants  were  supplied  in  all 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  disinfection  of  the 
house  carried  out  on  recovery.  There  was  one  death 
from  Measles  and  3 from  Diarrhoea.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  recommends  the  adoption  of  the 
Notification  Act. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  population  chiefly  consists  of  lead  miners 
and  farmers,  and  the  dwelling-houses  are  stated  to  be 
fair,  though  there  is  want  of  through  ventilation  in 
some  of  them.  “ In  several  cases  there  is  a want  of 
privy  and  ashpit  accommodation,’’  though  some  have 
been  supplied  during  the  year.  Notices  have  been 
given  to  improve  the  air  space  and  sanitary  convenience 
of  a block  of  houses  at  Westgate.  These  houses  have 
been  provided  with  back  doors  and  through  ventilation 
at  Westgate,  and  otherwise  improved,  There  is  stated 
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to  be  a want  of  main  sewerage  at  Westgate  and  some 
other  villages.  Several  villages  have  been  supplied 
with  pure  water  from  the  sandstone  rock,  and  the 
supply  is  generally  good.  There  is  want  of  ventilation 
to  some  of  the  cowsheds,  but  the  slaughter-houses  have 
been  kept  clean,  and  the  meat  supply  is  good. 

San  it  a ry  Requ  ire  merits . 

(i)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  ; 
(2)  provision  of  privy  and  ashpit  accommodation  where 
needed  ; (3)  improvement  of  main  sewerage  at  West- 
gate,  etc.  ; (4)  sufficient  ventilation  and  air  space  for 
all  cowsheds  ; (5)  sanitary  byeTlaws. 


WEAR  DALE  UNION  (Wolsingham  District). 

T.  V.  Devey,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

3,183  29-2  17-5*  o'3  75  (very  low). 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1*5;  Respiratory  death- 


rate,  2 '8. 


In  feet  io  us  D iseases. 

The  district  has  been  very  free  from  infectious 

disease,  and  the  only  deaths  recorded  were  1 from 

Membranous  Croup  and  1 from  Puerperal  Eever. 

* 

There  were  two  cases  of  Measles  imported,  but  isolation 
prevented  the  disease  spreading. 


Genera l Sanitation. 

Except  at  Thornley  the  water  supply  is  good, 
and  at  Thornley  “ it  is  now  undergoing  improvements.” 


* Including  the  deaths  of  two  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district 
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At  Wolsingham  the  supply  is  from  the  Weardale 
Water  Company’s  mains,  and  it  has  also  been  laid  into 

the  National  Schools.  The  drains  and  sewers  are 

♦ 

stated  to  have  been  kept  in  good  order.  At  the  time 
of  the  threatened  visitation  of  Cholera,  the  whole 
district  was  thoroughly  inspected  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector,  and  every  sanitary 
precaution  adopted.  House-to-house  and  school 
inspections  were  also  made.  Among  the  improvements 
of  the  year  are  the  provision  of  excellent  urinals  and 
water-closets,  with  automatic  flushing  tanks  (Boulton’s), 
for  the  National  Schools  at  Wolsingham,  the  work 
being  carefully  superintended  by  the  Inspector. 
Several  of  the  insanitary  old  open  ashpits  have  been 
replaced  by  small  covered  cemented  ashpits,  which 
must  be  a great  improvement.  The  houses  of  the 
working  classes  “ are  very  satisfactory.”  One  house 
was  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  The  slaughter- 
houses (6)  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  are  kept 
in  good  order,  and  the  meat  supply  is  good.  “ More 
“ attention  might  be  paid  to  the  lime- washing  and 
“ lighting  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds.”  Vaccination  is 
efficiently  carried  out,  and  the  district  is  stated  to  be 
remarkably  free  from  river  pollution.  The  report 
includes  records  of  temperature  and  rainfall  for  each 
month  of  the  year  at  Wolsingham. 

San  it  a ry  Requ  irements . 

(i)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  ; (2) 
the  enforcement  of  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order 
(1886)  ; (3)  new  sanitary  bye-laws, 
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W E A R DA  LE  U N I O N (Stanhope  and  Newlandside 

Division). 

Wm.  . Robinson,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

2,657  27'8  1 9’4  Nil.  135 

Phthisis  death-rate,  1 ’8  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3 ‘3.  The  Phthisis  death-rate  was  again  highest 
in  the  lead  mining  districts  (4*5  per  1,000  at  Rookhope). 
Referring  to  the  high  death-rate,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  points  out  that  throughout  the  County  the 
death-rate  in  rural  districts  has  not  decreased  pari  passu 
with  that  of  urban  districts,  due  to  the  fact  that  Rural 
Sanitary  Authorities  have  failed  to  carry  out  the 
sanitary  improvements  which  have  been  effected  in  the 
towns. 

Infections  Diseases. 

1 1 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  came  under  notice  (6 
at  Rookhope).  Measles  was  epidemic  in  Eastgate,  and 
the  school,  on  that  account,  was  closed  for  one  month 
in  the  autumn.  Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in 
Rookhope  during  January  and  February.  A case 
of  Small-pox  occurred  at  Crawleyside  in  December, 
the  disease  probably  being  contracted  from  a passing 
tramp.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  case 
was  treated  at  home,  but,  fortunately,  the  disease  did 
not  spread  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Every  possible 
precaution  was  insisted  upon  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Inspector,  and,  on  recovery,  the  houses 
were  thoroughly  disinfected. 
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General  Sanitation . 

The  remarks  in  last  year’s  Summary  Report 
(1891)  with  regard  to  sewerage,  drainage,  refuse 
disposal  and  removal,  bye-laws,  slaughter-houses, 
cowsheds,  housing  of  the  working  classes,  etc.,  again 
apply  to  this  district  during  1892.  There  is  a common 
lodging-house  at  Crawleyside  which  is  not  registered. 
The  water  supplies  to  the  district  are  excellent,  though 
there  is  some  sediment  in  that  supplied  to  Crawleyside 
after  heavy  rains.  At  Hill  End  the  water  supply  has 
been  improved  by  the  exclusion  of  surface  drainage. 
Rookhope  Burn  is  polluted  by  “ lead  washings,”  and 
both  it  and  Stanhope  Burn  receive  sewage.  The  4 
houses  at  Gray’s  Row,  Frosterley,  are  still  without 
privy  accommodation,  and  the  new  privies,  urgently 
required  on  the  Battlement,  have  not  been  provided. 
The  Grove  Rake  Mine  Shops,  the  grossly  insanitary 
condition  of  which  was  mentioned  in  last  year’s 
Summary,  were  visited  in  September  by  Dr.  Robinson 
and  myself.  The  ventilation  has  been  improved  and 
the  overcrowding  diminished,  but  the  sleeping  accom- 
modation in  this  and  neighbouring  mine  shops  (Rispey) 
is  still  insufficient,  and  the  overcrowding  must  greatly 
predispose  to  and  assist  the  spread  of  Phthisis. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

(1)  The  adoption  of  the  Notification  Act  ; and 
an  Isolation  Hospital  and  a Disinfecting  Apparatus 
for  the  Weardale  District  is  desirable  ; (2)  improved 
sewerage  and  drainage  for  Eastgate,  Crawleyside,  and 
Rookhope  ; (3)  prevention  of  overcrowding  in  the 
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mine  shops  ; (4)  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences 
at  Grange  Row  and  the  Battlement,  Frosteriey  ; (5) 
bye-laws  for  regulating  slaughter-houses,  cowsheds, 
etc.,  and  the  erection  of  new  buildings. 

WEARDALE  UNION  (Derwent  District). 

C.  J.  Connon,  M.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

523  26*8  22*9*  i ‘9  285 

Phthisis  death-rate,  3*8*  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  3*8.  The  vital  statistics  compare  very  un- 
favourably with  those  for  1891,  but  no  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  statistics  of  a single  year  as  indicating 
the  health  of  the  district,  as  the  population  is  so  very 
small.  For  the  past  4 years  the  death-rate  has 
averaged  13*6  per  1,000. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  only  death  was  from  Whooping  Cough, 
which  was  prevalent  in  Hunstanworth  during  [uly  and 
August,  so  that  the  schools  were  closed. 

Ge  ne  ra  l San  it  a 1 10  n . 

The  water  supply  is  good,  but  at  Ruffside  the 
open  channels  which  at  present  carry  the  water  are  to 
be  replaced  by  closed  iron  pipes.  The  houses  in  the 
district  are  stated  to  be  in  fair  condition,  though  at 
Ruffside  they  are  built  back-to-back.  'The  only 
slaughter-house  in  the  district  and  many  of  the  cow- 
sheds are  adjacent  to  dwelling-houses.  They  are,  as  a 

* Excluding  the  death  of  one  person  not  belonging  to  the  district,  the 
death-rate  would  be  21 'o,  and  the  Phthisis  rate  2-9  per  1,000, 


rule,  kept  clean,  but  are  not  regulated  by  bye-laws. 
The  drainage  of  Hunstanworth  School  has  been 
improved  by  ventilating  the  pipes.  The  nuisances 
noted  during  the  year  consisted  of  accumulations  of 
manure  and  ashes,  very  faulty  piggeries,  and  one 
dwelling-house,  which  has  since  been  improved,  and 
the  majority  of  the  other  nuisances  have  been  attended 
to. 

Sanitary  Requirements . 

The  same  as  for  the  other  portions  of  the 
district,  with  regard  to  notification,  bye-laws,  and 
sewerage. 


PORT  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


RIVER  TYNE  PORT. 

Henry  E.  Armstrong,  D.Hy.,  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Diseases  on  Shipboard. — -The  following  cases 
of  disease  were  reported  on  board  vessels  on  arrival  in 
the  Tyne  Small-pox  i,  Cholera  3 and  1 suspected. 
Diarrhoea  20,  Enteric  P'ever  3,  Scarlet  Fever  1, 
Measles  1,  Malarial  Fever  ii,and  Dysentery  3.  The 
case  of  Small-pox,  2 of  the  cases  of  Cholera,  and  1 of 
Enteric  P'ever  were  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  these 
diseases.  7 patients  were  removed  to  the  Port 
Hospital  during  the  year,  3 of  which  were  ultimately 
found  to  be  suffering  from  non-infectious  disorders. 
The  infectious  cases  treated  were  1 each  of  Choler.a 
Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  and  Scarlet  Fever.  1 of  the 


patients  suffering  from  Enteric  Fever  died  on  board 
ship  in  port,  while  the  3 cases  of  Dysentery  were  re- 
moved to  the  Newcastle  Infirmary.  Altogether  38 
medical  visits  were  made  to  ships  on  which  there  were 
known  cases  of  sickness,  the  majority  of  which  were 
Diarrhoea. 

1,352  vessels  were  boarded  by  the  Port  San- 
itary Officers  which  came  directly  or  indirectly  from 
ports  infected  with  Cholera,  Fever,  or  Small-pox,  while 
133  were  visited  which  arrived  from  ports  suspected  to 
be  infected  with  these  diseases,  33  vessels  and  several 
lots  of  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected,  66  beds  burnt  on 
account  of  infection. 

Emigrants. — 442  emigrants  for  America 
passed  through  the  Tyne  Ports  during  the  year.  All 
emigrant  vessels  were  kept  under  supervision  while  in 
port. 

Vessels  Inspected . — 9,852  vessels  were  in- 
spected, and  of  these  7,271  were  British.  2,887  extra 
visits  were  also  paid  and  48  water  boats  were  visited. 
Of  the  vessels  examined,  sanitary  defects  were 
discovered  in  1,085  instances  and  have  been  remedied, 
except  in  a few  cases  where  the  vessel  left  port  before 
it  could  be  revisited.  746  cargoes  were  specially 
inspected,  which  included  rags,  bones,  fish,  fruit,  etc. 

Drinking  Water. — In  524  cases  the  drinking 
water  of  ships  was  changed  and  the  tanks  purified. 
With  one  exception  all  the  water  boats  visited  were 
found  in  good  condition.  Other  matters  dealt  with 
include  1 case  of  unfit  food  supplied  to  seamen,  9 cases 
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of  over-crowding,  io  foul  cattle  ships,  and  14  cases  of 
smoke  nuisance. 

Cholera. — Appended  to  the  report  is  a special 
report  on  Cholera  anci  on  the  measures  adopted  to 
guard  against  an  introduction  of  this  disease  into  the 
country.  The  additional  work  necessitated  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  Assistant  Medical  Officers,  one  for 
day  and  one  for  night  work.  An  Assistant  Inspector 
was  also  appointed,  and  two  trained  nurses  for  Cholera 
were  engaged  at  the  floating  hospital.  From  August 
30th  to  November  21st  there  was  continuous  medical 
inspection,  and  during  that  time  497  vessels,  carrying 
559  passengers  and  8, coo  hands,  nearly  all  from 
Cholera  infected  ports,  were  examined.  Among  the 
precautions  taken  was  the  important  duty  of  trans- 
mitting the  names  and  addresses  of  destination  to  the 
clerks  of  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities  of  all  persons 
wishing  to  leave  ships  from  infected  ports.  This  was 
done  in  3,079  instances.  On  September  4th  a case  of 
true  Cholera  was  reported  on  a vessel  entering  the 
Tyne,  and  was  removed  to  the  boating  hospital  within 
half-an-hour.  The  patient  died  in  a few  hours,  and 
was  buried  in  farrow  Cemetery,  every  possible 
precaution  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading,  either 
from  the  body  or  on  board  the  ship,  being  taken.  Every 
care  was  taken  with  regard  to  fresh  water  ballast  and 
fresh  water  sand  ballast  taken  in  at  infected  ports  by 
vessels,  and  the  sand  ballast  was  taken  out  to  sea  and 
sunk.  The  bilges  of  all  vessels  from  infected  ports  were 
disinfected  by  corrosive  sublimate,  and  pumped  out 


before  the  vessel  entered  dock.  68  cargoes  of  fruit 
or  other  food  from  infected  ports  were  also  examined. 
A recrudescence  of  Cholera  is  expected  during  the 
present  year,  and  Dr.  Armstrong  points  out  how 
necessary  it  is  that  every  possible  precaution  should  be 
taken  by  Port  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  every  defect 
in  port  sanitary  administration  remedied.  He 
points  out  at  present  that  “ the  means  of  dealing 
“ with  ballast  of  infected  fresh  water  or  fresh  water 
“ sand  are  not  satisfactory,  and  the  appliances  for 
“ disinfecting  on  a large  scale  are  insufficient.”  He 
states  that  at  the  present  time  no  British  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  is  provided  with  the  means  and  appliances 
for  efficiently  disinfecting  a ship  and  her  contents 
throughout. 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL. 

S.  Biggart,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Disease  on  Shipboard. — Six  cases  of  infectious 
disease  were  removed  to  the  Port  Hospital  from  ships, 
viz.,  i each  of  Enteric  F'ever,  Influenza,  and  Dysentery, 
and  3 cases  of  severe  Diarrhoea.  8 cases  of  milder 
Diarrhoea,  and  6 of  milder  ailments  were  treated  on 
the  ships.  12  vessels  were  fumigated  and  cleaned 
during  the  year. 

Drinking  Water. — This  was  impure  in  the 
case  of  2 1 vessels,  the  water  was  pumped  out,  the 
tanks  cleansed,  and  fresh  water  taken  in.  The  bilge 
and  ballast  water  of  23  steamers  which  had  been  taken 
in  at  infected  ports  was  pumped  out  before  coming 
into  dock. 
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Emigrants . — 5,6 1 2 emigrants  passed  through 
the  port  up  to  August  28th,  where,  on  account  of 
the  Cholera  abroad,  their  passage  was  no  longer 
permitted.  With  the  exception  of  42  on  December 
nth,  none  passed  through  during  the  last  4 months 
of  the  year. 

Cholera. — The  report  deals  fully  with  the 
precautions  adopted  to  guard  against  an  introduction 
of  Cholera,  which  became  epidemic  in  Hamburg  at  the 
end  of  August,  and  with  the  measures  taken  to  cope 
with  the  disease  should  it  be  introduced  into  the  port. 
These  precautions  were  very  necessary,  owing  to  the 
frequent  communication  between  Hamburg  and  the 
Hartlepools,  and  included 

1.  The  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Inspector. 

2.  The  medical  inspection  of  every  vessel  having 

emigrants  on  board  and  of  all  vessels  from 
infected  ports. 

3.  The  fixing  of  a quarantine  station  for  infected 

vessels. 

4.  The  direct  transference  of  emigrants  from  vessels 

to  the  railway  carriages  without  passing  through 
the  town. 

5.  More  hospital  accommodation.  This  was  pro- 

vided by  the  erection  of  a wooden  pavilion  for 
16  patients  and  nurse,  adjoining  the  existing 
port  hospital.  An  ambulance  van  was  also 
provided. 

Vessels  Inspected. — 1,927  vessels  were  inspected 
by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year,  of  which  1,195  wer^ 
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British  and  541  Swedish  or  Norwegian  ; 54S  special 
inspections  were  also  made.  Considerable  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  dealing  with  bedding  and  rags 
from  foreign  ports,  owing  to  the  orders  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  One  consignment  of  rags  was 
stopped  and  sent  back  to  Hamburg. 


ADDENDUM. 


DURHAM. 

A.  M.  Vann,  M.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant. 

1S92.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

14,897  28*9  21*3  i*8  148 

Phthisis  death-rate,  2*5  ; Respiratory  death- 
rate,  5*  1.  The  death-rate  is  slightly  lower  than  in  1891, 
but  is  still  very  high,  which  is  accounted  for,  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  being  due  to  the  low 

birth-rate,  “ which  implies  a population  whose  mean 
“ age  is  comparatively  high,  and  whose  death-rate  will 
“ consequently  be  higher  than  that  of  a population 
“ with  a high  birth-rate,  even  allowing  for  the  large 
“ mortality  during  the  first  year  of  life."  Appended 
to  the  report  are  several  useful  tables  giving  the  chief 
vital  statistics  for  the  last  9 years. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Measles  was  the  most  fatal  of  these  diseases 
with  12  deaths,  and  was  very  prevalent  in  Framwellgate 
and  Crossgate  during  April  and  May.  The  schools 
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were  therefore  closed  for  about  a month  with  very  good 
results,  as  the  disease  rapidly  abated,  and  in  a few 
weeks  disappeared.  Scarlet  Fever  caused  3 deaths, 
but  was  never  prevalent.  Enteric  Fever  was  very 
prevalent  during  August  and  September  (29  cases  and 
2 deaths).  No  definite  cause  of  the  outbreak  could  be 
discovered,  although  insanitary  conditions  existed  in 
connection  with  some  of  the  cases  which  were 
remedied.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Durham  County  Infirmary,  1 1 of  the  cases  were 
treated  in  that  hospital.  The  only  case  of  Small-pox 
during  the  year  occurred  in  a common  lodging-house 
on  December  27th,  but  no  special  reference  is  made 
to  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  disease 
spreading.  Special  precautions  were  taken  when 
Cholera  was  threatening  the  country,  frequent  inspec- 
tions by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Inspector  being  carried 
out,  while  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  disinfection 
of  middens,  flushing  of  sewers,  etc.,  and  it  was  arranged 
that  any  cases  of  the  disease  occurring  in  the  city 
should  be  removed  to  wards  at  the  County  Infirmary 
set  apart  for  that  purpose.  The  Notification  Act  was 
not  in  operation  during  the  year,  but  was  adopted  at 
the  beginning  of  1893,  and  an  iron  Isolation  Hospital 
is  at  present  in  course  of  erection  at  Gilesgate.  A 
proper  Steam  Disinfecting  Apparatus  is  “ urgently 
required,”  and  Dr.  Vann  also  recommends  the  adoption 
of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  and  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
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General  San itation. 

Constant  and  regular  inspections  have  been 
made  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Surveyor,  and  many 
sanitary  defects  remedied.  With  respect  to  in- 
sanitary conditions,  Dr.  Vann  says  : — “ One  of  the 
“ most  serious  of  these  is  the  existence  of  the  old- 
“ fashioned  ashpits  and  privies  which  are  frequently 
“ situated  in  confined  yards,  sometimes  abutting  against 
“ house  walls , or  in  a dilapidated  or  insanitary  con- 
“ dition.”  13  middens  were  substituted  by  W.C.’s 
during  the  year.  The  more  efficient  ventilation  of  the 
sewers  is  recommended.  The  general  water  supply 
(Weardale  and  Shildon)  is  excellent,  but  six  polluted 
wells  were  closed  during  the  year.  Common  lodging- 
houses  have  been  frequently  visited,  and  the  bye-laws 
applying  to  them  rigorously  enforced.  Slaughter- 
houses, cowsheds,  and  dairies  were  also  periodically  in- 
spected, and  stated  to  have  been  “ generally  found  in 
good  sanitary  condition.’  There  is  no  reference  in  the 
report  to  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  which  I understand  are  practically  a dead  letter 
in  this  city. 

Si  unitary  Re  qu  ire  n lent s. 

(1)  A Disinfecting  Apparatus  and  the  adoption 
of  the  sanitary  acts  recommended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  ; (2)  better  ventilation  of  sewers  ; (3)  the 

abolition  of  the  many  very  insanitary  middens  which 
exist  in  the  city  ; (4)  the  enforcement  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  and  of  the  Adultera- 
tion Acts  is  very  necessary,  as  is  also  the  prevention 
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of  the  pollution  of  the  Wear,  especially  with  regard  to 
the  deposits  of  foul  refuse  on  its  banks. 

SPENNYMOOR. 

J.  C.  O’ Hanlon,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

6,041  42’0  187  2*98  185 

Phthisis  death-rate,  o'8  (low)  ; Respiratory 
death-rate,  5*6  (high).  With  one  exception  the  death- 
rate  is  the  lowest  during  the  last  15  years.  The  Infant 
Mortality-rate  was  much  lower  than  during  the  two 
previous  years,  but  is  still  very  high. 

Infect io7is  D i senses. 

70  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  or  68 
less  than  during  1891.  Scarlet  P'ever  was  the  -most 
prevalent  of  the  notifiable  diseases,  with  49  cases  and 
6 deaths.  Measles  caused  4 deaths,  Diphtheria  and 
Croup  3,  Diarrhoea  4,  and  Enteric  Fever  1.  The 
town  is  unprovided  with  either  Isolation  Hospital  or 
Disinfecting  Apparatus,  though  both  have  been 
constantly  strongly  recommended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  heavy 
mortality  from  Scarlet  P'ever  would  have  been  pre- 
vented had  there  been  proper  , means  of  isolating  the 
cases.  Disinfection  by  the  Inspector  is  carried  out 
“ after  death  from  Fever.” 

General  Sanitation . 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  states  that  the 
houses  below  Spennymoor  Railway  Bridge,  excepting 
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those  in  the  main  street,  “ are  of  a bad  class,  some 
worse  than  others,  but  all  built  on  a cheap,  low  type.” 
The  sewerage  of  the  town  is  stated  to  be  good,  and 
the  scavenging  of  the  district  is  done  by  contract  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  ashpits  are  emptied  and 
disinfected  during  the  night  time.  Improvements  are 
reported  to  have  been  carried  out  in  the  paving  of 
yards,  and  with  regard  to  raising  and  cementing 
the  floors  of  ashoits,  and  nuisances  in  connection  with 

1 

the  urinals  in  the  Market  Place  and  the  W.  C.  in  the 
Town  Hall,  have  been  removed.  The  insanitary  con- 
ditions connected  with  the  Silver  Street  cottages 
and  the  caretaker’s  house  at  the  Town  Hall,  which 
were  reported  last  year,  appear  still  to  exist.  The 
slaughter-houses,  milkshops,  and  lodging-houses  are 
stated  to  have  been  kept  in  good  condition.  The  report 
again  refers  to  the  very  insanitary  midden  privies  in 
Jackson  Street,  which  are  only  a little  more  than  2 
feet  from  the  pantry  windows.  “ I have  reported  this 
for  years  without  effect.’’ 

J 

Sa  n it  ary  Requ  irements. 

(1)  An  Isolation  Hospital  preferably  in  con- 
junction with  the  adjoining  sanitary  districts,  and  a 
Disinfecting  Apparatus  ; (2)  the  abolition  of  many  of 
the  midden  privies.  Those  in  Jackson  and  George 
Streets  are  extremely  insanitary,  a constant  source  of 
disease,  and  their  existence  is  a serious  reflection  on  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  town,  while  those  in 
other  parts  of  the  district  are  almost  equally  unhealthy  ; 
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(3)  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  many  of 
the  houses  is  very  necessary. 

STOCKTON. 

J.  Hague  Clegg,  M.R.C.S.,  etc.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Estimated  Population,  Infant 

1892.  Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Zymotic-rate.  Mortality-rate. 

50,000  36-1  i9*6#  2-46  156 

Phthisis  death-rate,  2 '66  (high)  ; Respiratory 
death-rate,  2*64  (low). 

Infectious  Diseases. 

209  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  528 
in  1891.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Enteric  Fever  were  the 
most  prevalent  of  the  notifiable  diseases,  with  110 
and  56  cases  respectively,  though  the  prevalence  of 
Enteric  Fever  was  much  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
when  271  cases  were  notified.  An  outbreak  of  Small- 
pox occurred  at  the  end  of  May,  and  4 persons  were 
attacked,  while  2 more  cases  were  reported  in  July. 
Except  for  one  patient  who  was  too  ill  to  be  moved, 
all  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  every 
possible  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  disease 
spreading.  Two  double-walled  tents,  capable  of  holding 
40  patients,  were  erected  in  August,  owing  to  the 
inability  of  the  Middlesborough  Authority  to  receive 
further  cases  of  Small-pox.  Measles  was  prevalent 
during  the  first  and  third  quarters,  and  was  responsible 
for  46  deaths.  During  part  of  February  and  March 

* Exclusive  of  n deaths  not  belonging  to  the  district  the  death-rate  was 
19 ’4  per  1,000  population. 
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the  Board  Schools  in  the  North-West  district  were 
closed,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease,  and,  as, 
a result,  the  epidemic  rapidly  abated.  There  were  1 2 
deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  Croup,  or  62  per  cent,  of 
the  cases  notified.  “ In  a few  instances  the  origin  was 
traced  to  defective  sanitarv  surroundings.”  Owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  Cholera  in  Hamburg  and  other 
foreign  ports,  all  vessels  which  arrived  at  Stockton 
from  these  places  were  examined  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Special  provision  was  made  for 
isolating  any  cases  of  Cholera  that  might  occur.  39 
cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  the 
Middlesborough  Fever  Hospital,  and  I understand 
that  the  Stockton  Corporation  are  erecting  a suitable 
fever  hospital  for  their  own  use. 

General  Sanitation. 

A house-to-house  inspection  of  the  most  in- 
sanitary parts  of  the  town  was  made  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the 
cleansing  and  lime-washing  of  various  houses  and  yards 
was  carried  out.  The  slaughter-houses  have  been 
periodically  inspected,  and,  “ on  the  whole,  their 
sanitary  condition  is  fairly  good.”  Many  carcases  of 
meat  have  been  inspected,  and  in  several  instances  the 
meat  was  condemned.  20  samples  were  submitted  for 
analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  4 were 
reported  to  be  slightly  adulterated,  but  not  sufficiently 
to  warrant  prosecution.  The  common  lodging-houses 
have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  generally  found  in 
good  order.  There  are  281  registered  milkshops. 


dairies,  and  cowsheds,  and  these,  when  inspected,  have 
been  found  in  fair  condition.  A useful  report  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  included  in  that  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Sa  n i ta  ry  Requ  irements. 

No  reference  made. 


CHARGES  TH WAITES,  COUNTY  PRINTER,  MARKET  PLACE,  DURHAM. 


TABLE  A. 


Table  giving  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  &c.,  within  the  Urban  Sanitary  Districts 

of  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


URBAN  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

J Area. 

Population 

1892. 

(Estimated) 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate 

Zymotic- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death-rate 

Lung 

Diseases 

Death- 

rate. 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1000 
Births. 

Notifica- 
tion Act  in 
operation  ? 

Hospital 
accommo- 
dation ? 

Number 
of  Cases 
removed 
to 

Hospital 

Remarks. 

BOROUGHS. 

Darlington 

J.  Lawrence,  M.D. 

3909 

38500 

II69 

573 

307 

15-0 

I "4 

I "2 

1*9 

>32 

Yes. 

Yes. 

68 

Durham 

A.  M.  Vann,  M.R.C.S. , etc. 

14897 

432 

354 

28*9 

21'3 

i-8 

2'5 

5’* 

148 

No. 

No  ? 

Notification  Act  adopted  Jan.,  1893, 

Hartlepool  

J.  Rawlings,  M.R.C.S.,  etc. 

547 

21250 

814 

424 

37-8 

18 

3*> 

I -2 

3-8 

169 

Yes. 

Yes* 

2 

Iron  Hospital  for  Fever  cases  in 
course  of  erection. 

j J arrow 

G.  W.  Weir,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

939 

345°° 

I232 

660 

357 

1913 

3-82 

i '4 

3 '4 

>53 

Yes. 

Yes. 

>55 

Stockton  

J.  Hague  Clegg,  M.R.C.S.,  etc... 

50000 

1807 

981 

36T 

19-6 

2-46 

2‘66 

2-64 

156 

Yes. 

Yes* 

37 

West  Hartlepool 

S.  Gourley,  M.D.  .. 

2470 

42476 

164s 

681 

38  8 

i6-8 

2 ‘ I 

I -2 

3-6 

13  2 

Yes. 

Yes* 

45 

LOCAL  BOARDS. 

Bishop  Auckland 

T.  A.  McCullagh,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

10500 

368 

■53 

35  '°4 

19-04 

1*9 

I -12 

2-6 

138 

No. 

Yes. 

Barnard  Castle 

A.  H.  Sevier,  M.B. 

632 

434i 

123 

9i 

28-33 

20-96 

0*69 

i -8 

1 -6 

>54 

Yes. 

Yes. 

3 

Benfieldside  ... 

George  Renton,  M.D. 

1600 

6460 

215 

105 

33'2 

l6"2 

2 'O 

1-5 

3 ‘8 

*44 

No. 

Yes. 

5 

Blaydnn 

P.  H.  Brown,  M.D 

934s 

14000 

512 

254 

36'5 

1 8 * 1 

3-3 

>'5 

2-7 

*5° 

No. 

No. 

Brandon  & Byshottles 

H.  Smith,  M.B 

6683 

14790 

571 

246 

38-6 

16-6 

3* 

1 -2 

3-5 

>45 

Yes. 

Yes. 

18 

Consetl 

George  Renton,  M.D. 

1024 

8460 

285 

176 

33'6 

20-8 

4-8 

2-3 

4‘* 

172 

No. 

Yes. 

Felling-on-Tyne 

M.  F.  Kelly,  M.D 

2701 

18000 

772 

387 

42-88 

21-5 

2-r 

>•5 

4-5 

i>5> 

No. 

No. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne 

Robert  Mitchell,  M.A.,  M.B. 

17000 

690 

368 

40-5 

21  -6 

5'° 

2-1 

4 ‘3 

1S1 

Yes. 

Yes. 

72 

Hough ton-le-Spring  ... 

D.  S.  Park.  F.R.C.S.,  etc. 

1285 

6659 

288 

138 

43 '2 

20-7 

1-05 

1 '3 

4'5 

*94 

Yes. 

No. 

Iron  Hospital  (12  beds)  for  Fever  cases 

Leadgate 

George  Renton,  M.D. 

1422 

4560 

127 

81 

27-8 

17-7 

2-6 

'■3 

35 

*57 

No. 

Yes. 

I 

in  course  of  erection. 

Notification  Act  adopted  March,  1893. 

Ryton  ... 

P.  H.  Brown,  M.D 

5>49 

5850 

198 

78 

34 

>3-3 

o-8 

I -02 

23 

141 

No. 

No 

Shildon®  EastThickley 

S.  Fielden,  M.D 

1550 

9675 

371 

162 

38-3 

>5'> 

1 04 

>■>3 

27 

>37 

Yes. 

No. 

S penny  moor  ... 

J.  C.  O’Hanlon,  L.R.C.S.I.,  etc. 

176 

6041 

254 

”3 

42*0 

187 

2-98 

o-8 

5'6 

185 

Yes. 

No. 

Southwick 

H.  Liston,  L.  R.C.P.,  etc. 

IOI3 

1 049 1 

425 

221 

40-5 

21  -O 

4'1 

■■5 

2 7 

145 

No. 

No. 

Seaham  Harbour 

T.  Gibbon,  M.R.C.S 

9010 

352 

216 

39-o 

23-97 

4 ‘4 

>7 

4'4 

178 

No. 

No. 

Notification  Act  adopted  Dec.,  1892. 

\/Stanhope 

W.  Robinson,  M.D. 

234 

1864 

50 

29 

27  *3 

>5’5 

0’S 

i *6 

4-8 

80 

No. 

No. 

^Tow  Law 

George  Hood,  M.D. 

484 

4564 

■59 

88 

34-8 

I9-28 

1 '3 

17 

4'3 

*63 

No. 

No. 

Notification  Act  adopted  Dec.,  1892. 

Whickham  

A.  W.  Attwater,  L.R  C. P. , etc... 

5961 

9284 

355 

168 

38-2 

l8'4 

1 ’4 

1 -i 

29 

>57 

No. 

No. 

' Willington 

W.  C.  Allen.  L.R.C.P.,  etc.  ... 

3795 

7860 

299 

>33 

38-04 

16*92 

1 -27 

1 

3-o 

160 

Yes. 

No. 

* Indicates  districts  which  have  no  hospital,  and  are  dependent  on  the  hospital  accommodation  provided  by  other  Authorities,  for  the  use  of  which  arrangements  have  been  made. 
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TABLE  A i ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  OF  DURHAM. 


Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes. 


Deaths  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths 

FROM 

Subjoined 

Causes. 

— 

— 

— 

... 

URBAN 

*5 

1 A 

7 

Fevers. 

1 U! 

to 

1 ■ - ,-T  3? 

1 

Under 

65 

and 

upwards 

Remarks. 

SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

At  all 

and 

and 

and 

and 

— 5 

1 A 

3 5 

in 

0 t: 

1 • 

A 

Q. 

Ji 

c.tv 

- r 

•7 

u r' 

ll 

— r 

Ages. 

Year. 

under 

5 

under 

15 

under 

-’5 

under 

65 

I 

73 

r. 

a 

11“ 

1 S 

a 

u C| 

“o||| 
w hI 

a_; 

£ 

O 

! £ 

I 

I 5 

O 

| « 

-C  ~ 

os 

C_ 

a c — 

0 S — 
£.=  ■3 

a-J 

'M 

= 2 

- 

Darlington 

573 

•55 

45 

28 

41 

136* 

168' 

I 

3 

3 

9 

3 

8 

2 

22 

4 

47 

73 

42 

12 

342 

* 25  and  under  60.  60 and  upwards. 

Durham 

354 

64 

47 

12 

18 

128 

85 

3 

I 

2 

1 

2 

12 

38 

76 

20 

18 

•75 

Inclusive  of  36  deaths  not  belong- 

ing  to  the  district. 

l^rtlepool 

424 

138 

90 

•7 

19 

1 14 

46 

I 

2 

I 

2 

48 

9 

5 

■ 

27 

8l 

29 

10 

208 

Inclusive  of  35  deaths  not  belong- 
ing to  the  district. 

| arrow 

66o 

189 

•53 

49 

40 

13s* 

91* 

6 

I 

6 

9 

I 

48 

32 

8° 

49 

I 17 

31 

24 

306 

* 25  and  under  60.  60 and  upwards. 

Stockton 

981 

282 

187 

54 

57 

2JO 

171 

1 

5 

8 

4 

8 

2 

46 

36 

4 

'33 

132 

66 

29 

492 

West  Hartlepool 

681 

219 

1 16 

43 

40 

142 

I 2 I 

1 

6 

12 

7 

7 

1 

I 

•3 

47 

1 

S2 

156 

40 

14 

3'6 

Exclusive  of  35  deaths  belonging 

to  district  hut  which  took 

Bishop  Auckland 

153 

48 

H 

5 

7 

40 

39 

r 

3 

2 

3 

1 1 

1 

6 

24 

8 

7 

87 

place  in  Workhouse. 

Barnard  Castle 

9i 

l8 

6 

4 

4 

20 

39 

2 

1 

8 

6 

16 

58 

Benheldskle  ... 

105 

i ?• 

20 

5 

9 

26 

14 

I 

2 

2 

I 

... 

8 

1 

10 

25 

4 

2 

49 

Blaydon 

254 

77 

51 

11 

16 

53 

46 

1 

9 

2 

1 

I 

25 

4 

4 

21 

38 

9 

7 

'32 

Brandon  & Byshotlles 

246 

83 

55 

13 

1 1 

46* 

38* 

3 

2 

2 

2 

I 

1 

21 

10 

5 

1 

18 

S2 

'4 

5 

109 

* 25  and  under  60.  60 and  upwards 

Consett 

176 

49 

46 

10 

17 

45 

9 

1 

12 

1 

2 

23 

1 

2 

1 

19 

35 

10 

5 

64 

Felling-on-Tyiie 

387 

1 17 

69 

34 

•7 

101 

49 

9 

2 

3 

I 

7 

12 

7 

2 

28 

82 

•7 

16 

201 

Hebl>urn-on-Tyne  ... 

368 

125 

103 

36 

19 

58 

27 

7 

1 

2 

44 

19 

12 

1 

36 

73 

'7 

10 

146 

Houghton-le-Spring  ... 

138 

55 

•5 

4 

8 

23 

33 

1 

1 

I 

2 

3 

1 

9 

30 

9 

6 

75 

Leadgate  •' 

Si 

20 

•5 

5 

8 

21 

12 

1 

i 

1 

8 

1 

6 

16 

5 

2 

40 

Ryton^... 

78 

28 

2 

4 

6 

18 

20 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

14 

8 

2 

42 

Shildwn&  EastThickley 

162 

51 

21 

8 

10 

42 

3° 

... 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 1 

27 

4 

1 

106 

Spennymoor  ... 

1 13 

47 

20 

8 

2 

25 

1 1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

I 

1 

4 

4 

5 

34 

2 

1 

5‘ 

Southwick 

221 

62 

52 

•5 

14 

56 

22 

1 

2 

12 

2 

•5 

7 

7 

2 

16 

30 

•3 

6 

108 

Tow  Law 

88 

26 

H 

3 

5 

14 

26 

1 

1 

1 

3 

7 

20 

6 

49 

Seaham  Harbour 

216 

63 

53 

18 

9 

42 

31 

3 

10 

3 

1 

22 

4 

7 

16 

40 

14 

1 

95 

Stanhope 

29 

4 

2 

1 1 

12 

1 

3 

9 

6 

1 

9 

Whickhani 

168 

56 

26 

8 

13 

33 

32 

1 

8 

5 

10 

28 

•5 

9 

92 

Willing-ton 

133 

48 

•9 

7 

1 1 

26 

22 

1 

1 

I 

4 

1 

3 

1 

9 

24 

■3 

3 

72 

Total 

6S80 

2055 

1241 
h f v 

401 

401 

1588 

1 1 94 

2 

54 

57 

57 

62 

5 

27 

I 

10 

370 

•5° 

197 

23 

590 

1242 

4lS 

191 

3424 

r 


TABLE  B. 


I Abu  giving'  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  &c.,  within  the  Rural  Sanitary  Districts 

of  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


RURAL  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Area. 

C ^ 

.2  " 

! -g  J>j 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate 

Zymotic- 

Phthisis 

Death-rate 

Lung 

Diseases 

1 Death- 

Infant 

Mortality 

Notifica- 
tion Act  ii 

Hospital 
acco  m 1110- 

Numbe 
of  Case 
removec. 

l 

Remarks. 

rate. 

Births. 

da t ion  '! 

to 

I 

1 CL 

Hospita 

Auckland,  Division  I . . 

T.  A.  McCullagh,  L.R.C.P. , etc. 

275'4 

I0S6 

466 

39'5 

1 1 6 '9 

178 

1 T9 

| 2-94 

165 

j No. 

No. 

Do.  Division  II. 

G.  W.  Ellis,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

43368 

35377 

1416 

597 

40 ’O 

16-8 

■ 7 

i'3 

3’1 

146 

| No. 

No. 

Chester-lc-Street 

D.  Duncan,  M.B.,  L.S.Sc. 

36297 

52000 

2067 

965 

397 

18-5 

2-4 

1 '3 

37 

146 

Yes. 

No. 

Iron  Hospital  (20  beds)  in  course  of 

erection. 

Darlington 

C.  M.  Hardy,  M.  B 

11507 

275 

156 

23^ 

135 

0*95 

I -2 

°'95 

1 16 

Yes. 

Yes.* 

5 

Durham,  \Y.  District 

E.  Jepson,  M.D. 

17582 

I9I29 

68l 

335 

36-2 

17-8 

i'3 

I '2 

3'3 

176 

Yes. 

No. 

Durham,  E.  District 

\Y.  A.  Hepburn,  M.D.  ... 

14500 

5S5 

334 

40  3 

23-0 

1-2 

■ "5 

4-3 

186 

Yes. 

No. 

Easington 

J.  Arthur,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

38523 

i486 

891 

38-6 

23'I 

3 86 

i-68 

3'6 

176 

No. 

Yes. 

6 

Hartlepool 

S.  Gourley,  M.D 

>7579 

2278 

75 

37 

32-9 

i6*2 

i-3 

2*6 

2-6 

106 

Yes. 

No. 

Houghton,  N.  Division 

D.  S.  Hark,  K.R.C.S.,  etc. 

8399 

13229 

476 

262 

36-0 

198 

4*3 

1 *6 

37 

149 

Yes. 

No. 

Lron  Hospital  (12  beds)  in  course  of 

erection. 

Houghton.  S.  Division 

J.  R.  Sutherland,  L.R.C.P,  etc.  .. 

6409 

19186 

828 

360 

43T 

187 

1 '82 

I -i 

3-8 

170 

Yes. 

No. 

Iron  Hospital  (12  beds)  in  course  of 

erection. 

Lanchester 

(Medomsley  Division 
Lanchester 

W.  T.  Bolton,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.  ... 

I 903  I 

71  I I 

260 

If3 

36-56 

15-89 

2 ' 1 

1 -i 

3-6 

l6l 

Yes. 

Yes. 

(Lanchester  District) 
Lanchester 

J.  Wilson,  M.D.  ... 

23577 

I64I9 

609 

3" 

37-0 

19-0 

1 2 

■A 

5-z 

159 

Yes. 

Yes. 

(Stanley  Division) .. . 

T.  Benson,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

11645 

23170 

S69 

380 

37-5 

1 6 ’4 

2-3 

I -2 

2 '4 

‘36 

Yes. 

Yes. 

1 

Sedgefield 

G.  R.  Sheraton,  L.R.C.P.,  etc.  . 

44025 

18431 

745 

363 

40-3 

19-6 

2 '4 

1-05 

3 '5 

154 

No. 

No. 

Notification  Act  adopted  March,  1893. 

South  Shields... 

J.  Grant,  M.D. 

... 

12200 

465 

221 

32-3 

17*4 

i-8 

3'2 

3-8 

152 

No. 

Yes* 

Notification  Act  adopted  Dec.,  1892. 

Stockton 

J.  W.  Blandford,  L.R.C.P.,  etc — 

11970(c) 

369 

192 

3°-8 

■5-8 

1 "3 

I -O 

2-9 

160 

Yes. 

Yes* 

Sunderland  

T.  C.  Squance,  M.D. , D.  P.H.  ... 

7451 

17936 

726 

331 

40  ‘4 

1 8 * i 

I ‘I  I 

1-36 

3-3 

166 

Yes. 

Yes* 

1 

Teesdale 

(Middleton  Division) 

J.  Atkinson,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

3814 

102 

69 

26 '8 

181 

1-05 

2-8 

3 6 

r47 

No. 

No. 

(Barnard  Castle  Div. ) 

A.  H.  Sevier,  M.B. 

1004 

24 

9 

23  V 

8 '96 

nil. 

2'0 

3 '9 

41 

No. 

No. 

(Staindrop  Division) 
Weard  ale 

T.  H.  Homfray,  L. R.C.P.,  etc.  ... 

6l66 

191 

125 

30-97 

20-43 

1'3 

i -6 

2-1 

115 

No. 

No. 

(St.  John’s  Division) 

C.  C.  Hewitson,  M.R.C.S.,  etc. 

32200 

3510 

SO 

54 

2279 

15-36 

1-42 

I '99 

2-28 

150 

No. 

No 

(S'.anhope  Division) 
Weardale 

W.  Robinson,  M.D. 

24864 

2657 

74 

52 

27 ’8 

19-4 

nil. 

i-8 

3'3 

135 

No. 

No. 

t YVolsingham  District ) 
Weardale 

T.  V.  Devey,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

21552 

3183 

93 

56 

H 

29  2 

17-5 

o-3 

1’5 

2-8 

75 

No. 

No. 

(Derwent  District) 

C.  J.  Connon,  M.  B. 

15260 

523 

14 

11 

26  -8 

22  9 

1-9 

3-8 

3-8 

285 

No. 

No. 

Port  Sanitary. 

Hartlepool 

S.  Biggart,  M.D 

Yes. 

Yes. 

6 

River  Tyne  

H.  E.  Armstrong,  D.Hy. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

7 

* Indicates  districts  which  have  no  hospital,  and  are  dependent  on  the  hospital  accommodation  provided  by  other  Authorities,  for  the  use  of  which  arrangements  have  been  made. 


TABLE  B. 


ABI ' giVi"g  P*UL4TION;  *=.  within  the  Rurac  Sanitary  D.stricts 

oi  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


RURAL  SANITARY 
DISTRICTS 


Auckland,  Division  I ...  1\  A.  McCuIlagh,  L.R.C.P., 
Do.  Division  II.  G.  W.  Ellis,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 
Chester-lc-Street  ...  D.  Duncan,  M.B.,  L.S.Sc. 

DarIing'°n  |C.  M.  Hardy,  M.B. 

Durham,  W.  District  E.  [epson,  M.D. 

Durham,  E.  District  J\Vt  A.  Hepburn,  M. D. 

Easingto"  |J.  Arthur,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

Hartlepool  ...  S.  (Jourley,  M.D. 

Houghton,  N.  I b vision . D.  s.  Park,  F.R.C.5.,  etc. 
Houghton,  S.  Division!)-.  R.  Sutherland,  L.R.C.  P etc. 


Lanchester 
(Medomsley  Division 
Lanchester 
(Lanchester  District) 
Lanchester 
(Stanley  Division) 


Sedgefield 
South  Shields.. 
Stockton 
Sunderland  ... 
Teesdale 


Sj99  | 13229 
6409  19186 


W.  T.  Bolton,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

J.  Wilson,  M.D.  ... 

T.  Benson,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 

R.  Sheraton,  L.  R.C.  P.,  etc. 

J.  Grant,  M.D 

J.  W.  Blandford,  L.  R.C.P.,  etc.. 
T.  C.  Squance,  M.D.,  D.  P.  H. 


A.  H.  Sevier,  M.B. 

T.  H.  Homfray,  L.R.C.P.,  etc. 


(Middleton  Division)  J.  Atkinson,  L.R.C.P  etc 
I eesdale 

(Barnard  Castle  Div.) 

Teesdale 

(Staindrop  Division) 

Weardale 

Wrardak*^  Division)|C-  C.  Hewitson,  M.R.C.S.,  etc. 

(Stanhope  Division!  W.  Robinson,  M D 
Weardale 

t Woisinghana District)  T.  Y.  Devey,  L.R  C p etc 
Weardale 

C.  J.  Connon,  M.B. 


( Derwent' District) 

Port  Sanitary 

Hartlepool 
River  Tyne 


S.  Biggart,  M.D.  ... 

H.  E.  Armstrong,  D.Hy. 


* Indicates  '’ietricts  which  have  no  hospital,  and  are  dependent  on 


1 ‘3 

36' 56 

15-89 

2’I 

1 -i 

3 '6 

l6l 

Yes. 

Yes. 

3D 

37’° 

19-0 

I 2 

i-5 

5 '2 

'59 

Yes. 

Yes. 

380 

375 

1 6 *4 

23 

I -2 

2*4 

‘36 

Yes. 

Yes. 

363 

40-3 

1 19-6 

2-4 

1-05 

3-5 

'54 

No. 

No. 

221 

32 '3 

17-4 

i-8 

3 '2 

3-8 

152 

No. 

Yes* 

192 

30-8 

i5-8 

1-3 

1*0 

2'9 

l60 

Yes. 

Yes* 

331 

40  ’4 

1 8 ■ 1 

1 -ii 

1-36 

3'3 

166 

Yes. 

Yes* 

69 

26  8 

iS  - 1 

1 ’°5 

2-8 

3 '6 

147 

No. 

No. 

9 

23-9 

8 ‘96 

nil. 

2‘0 

3'9 

41 

No. 

No. 

125 

30-97 

20-43 

1 -3 

1-6 

21 

"5 

No. 

No. 

54 

2279 

>5-36 

1-42 

i*99 

228 

150 

No. 

No 

52 

27-8  I 

19-4 

nil. 

i-8 

3'3 

'35 

No. 

No. 

56 

29  2 

17-5 

0-3 

i’5 

2-8 

75 

No. 

No. 

1 1 

26  8 

22  9 

i'9 

3-8 

3-8 

285 

No. 

No. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Iron  Hospital  (,2  beds)  in  course  of 
erection. 


Iron  Hospital  (12  beds)  in  course  of 
erection. 


Notification  Act  adopted  March,  1893. 
Notification  Act  adopted  Dec.,  1892. 


the  hospital  accommodation  provided  by  other  Authorities,  for  tlic  use  of  which  arrarnr 


cnients  have  hoon  in  n rl 


u 

w 

CQ 

< 

h 


p 

p 

Q 


P 

O 


>< 

H 

& 

P 

O 

U 

w 

> 

HH 

H 

< 

P 

H 

cc 


s 

Q 

< 

w 

HH 

HH 

H 


P 

O 


c n 

U 

M 

H 

cr. 

PH 

H 

<; 

H 

CO 

p 

< 

H 

HH 

> 


01 

0) 

CO 

H 


C/3  H-J 

CD  Jr  CL, 

d £ 3: 

°Ee 

<D  HH 
1h 


^ P 

a;  T3 

c 

3 


Q 


C/5 

<v  £ 
a-i=: 
pP3 
cti  o 
Si  8 
o o 


«r.2 

V>  C ■ L 03 

£ 2 s V 
O C 4>  -C 

oSSg 

M fL,  d$j  Q 


.a  c3 

C/3  ~ 

P -C3 
/-»  ■*-> 
-C  d 
Cl  <u 

Q 


a/ 

d 


>3 

N 


4) 

"d 


d 

4) 

G 


4) 

d 


c/3 

jd 


o _ 
2 $ 
N G 


d 

4) 

Q 


m 


d 


4) 
d . 


M <N 
C 03 
3 •£  co 
tt  M H 

oH 

CL^ 


!* 

P 


C/3 

H 


<3  U 

H 


£ 

<3 

C/3 


P 

H 

co 

HH 

Q 


oo 

o 

co 


c n 

W 

O 

C NO 
pi  - — 

o 

m 


Os 

On 


* 

CO 

Q 

Pi 

< 

C 

PQ 


< 

u 

o 


NO 

cs 


C/3 

H 

U 

Pi 

CO 


On 


c 

Pi 

O 

Pi 


H- 


CO 

CO 

Tf 


NO 

NO 

i-n 

HH 

HH 

HH 

00 

O 

NO 

* 

yo 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

NO 

N 

CO 

HH 

HH 

HH 

HH 

HH 

NO 

N 

^t" 

HH 

co 

M 

N 

M 

N 

On 

yn 

rh 

oo 

oo 

oo 

oo 

HH 

HH 

N 

oo 

ON 

y-n 

NO 

co 

CO 

co 

CO 

NO 

On 

On 

OO 

NO 

NO  . 

HH 

H- 

CO 

o» 

o 

o 

O 

On 

NO 

NO 

CO 

CO 

NO 

co 

CN| 

^t* 

NO 

O 

HH 

ON 

HH 

NO 

HH 

VO 

CO 

t— i 

ci 

CO 

Ov 

M 

NO 

cs 

O 

CM 

NO 

O 

ON 

HH 

Ov 

o 

CO 

o 

VO 

NO 

CO 

HH 

CO 

Z 

£d 

O 

U 

P 

> 

HH 

H 

<3 

Pi 

H 

CO 


§ 

Q 

<3 


TABLE  D 


mSPEGTOR’S  REPORTS  URBAN. 


Ukuax  Sanita1'\ 
Districts. 


l)A  blington 

Population,  38,500 
.Nuisance  Inspector  — 

Thomas  A.  Atkinson 
DURHAM — 

Population,  14,897 
Nuisance  Inspector 
James  Coldwell 
H ARTLEPOOI 
Population,  21,250 
Nuisance  Inspector— 

Jabez  Bridges 
J ARROW— 

Population,  34,500 
Nuisance  Inspector 
Edward  Batey 
STOCKTON  - 
Population,  50,000 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

Win.  C.  Crowther 
WEST  HARTLEPOOL— 
Population,  42,476 
Nuisance  Inspector— 

Thomas  Wheat 
BISHOP  AUCKLAND— 
Population,  10,500 
Nuisance  Inspector-  - 
R.  Lindsay 

BARNARD' CASTLE 
Population,  4,341 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

Toseph  Wade 
BENFIELDSIDE — 
Population,  6,460 
Nuisance  Inspector— 

John  Dixon 

BLAYDON— 

Population,  14,000 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

Thomas  Young 
BRANDON  AND 
BYSHOTTLES— 
Population,  14,790 
Nuisance  Inspector- 
Richard  Gardner 

CONSETT— 

Population,  8,460 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

William  Rippon 
FELLING— 

Population,  18,000 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
Alexander  Purdie 
HEBBURN— 

Population,  17,000 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

J.  Newby 

HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING- 
Population,  6,659 
Nuisance  Inspector— 

Thomas  Foster 
LEADGATE— 

Population,  4,560 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

Thomas  S.  Longstaff 
RYTON — 

Population,  5,850 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

SIIILDON  AND  EAST 
THICKLEY — 
Population,  9,675 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

W.  A.  Mason 
SPENNYMOOR— 
Population,  6,041 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

John  Coldwell 
SOUTH  WICK  — 

Population,  10,491 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

R.  Reah 

SEAHAM  HARBOUR— 
Population,  9,010 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

James  Burrell 
STANHOPE— 

Population,  1,864 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

John  Parker — 

TOW  LAW— 

Population,  4,564 
Nuisance  Inspector  - 
W.  Garraway 

WHICKHAM— 

Population,  9,284 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

John  Dinsdale 
WILLINGTON— 
Population,  7,860 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

John  Cooke 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORTS-RURAL. 


Dwelling-Houses 
AND  SCHOOLS. 


RAL  SANITA^ 
Districts. 


AUCKLAND— 
Population,  62,891 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
Christopher  Johnston 
CHESTER-LE-STREET- 
Population,  52,000 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
Thomas  Barrass 
DARLINGTON— 
Population,  11,507 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
Thomas  R.  Croad 
DURHAM— 

Population,  33,629 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
George  Gregson 
KASINGTON- 
Population,  38,523 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
George  Phalp 
HARTLEPOOL— 
Population,  2,278 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

John  Clayton 

HOUGHTON— 
Population,  32,41 5 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
William  Morley 
LANCHESTER— 
Population,  46,700 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

John  E.  Parker 

S EDGEFIELD— 
Population,  18,431 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
William  Snowdon 
SOUTH  SHIELDS— 
Population,  12,200 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
Tames  Young 

STOCKTON— 
Population,  11,970 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

John  Elcoate 
SUNDERLAND— 
Population,  17,936 
Nuisance  Inspector — 
Anthony  J.  Wardropper 
TEESDALE— 
Population,  10,974 
Nuisance  lespector — 
Robert  Graham 
WEARDALE— 
Population,  9,873 
Nuisance  Inspector — 

W.  Morley  Egglestone 
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